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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


UDA ASSEMBLY, DISTRIBUTION OF MOROCCAN NEWSPAPERS IN IRAQ 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 18 Dec 86 p 5 


[Interview with Sa'd al-Bazzaz, Iraqi distributor of Arab-language newspapers, 
by Said Afoulous; date and place not given; first three paragraphs are 
L'OPINION's introduction] 


[Text] The Union of Arab Book and Newspaper Distributors (UDA) has finished 
its "labors" amid an almost religious calm. Nothing, or almost nothing, 
happened, or at least nothing spectacular. On two occasions in these very 
columns, certain points taken up by the organization of the 13th General 
Assembly of the UDA at Casablanca were raised because of concern with 
information. In the same spirit, we contacted the director general and 
administrative director of al-ldarah al-Wataniyah Distributing and Publicity, 
the chief Iraqi distribution organization, a state agency. On the production 
level in the area of the press and book publishing, Iraq can be considered a 
reference in the context of the Arab world. According to Sa'd al-Bazzaz, 
director general of al-ldarah al-Wataniyah Distributing, the total output of 
the Iraqi national press (mostly daily newspapers) is 500,000 copies. The 
daily AL-THAWRAH, organ of the party in power, by itself has an output of 
250,000 copies. 


As to books, al-Bazzaz told us that Iraq publishes as many as 1,000 titles a 
year (1,100 books last year). Nearly 50 percent of the book publishing is 
undertaken and subsidized by the "House of Cultural Affairs." 


On the subject of the UDA and its General Assembly, which took place at 
Casablanca from Wednesday, 10 December to Friday 12 December, Sa'd al-Bazzaz 
had much to say, as one can see in the following interview: 


[Question] Iraq, as we know, had boycotted the UDA General Assembly in 1984. 
Can its presence at the assembly in December 1986 in Casablanca mean that the 
causes of the original boycott no longer exist? 


[Answer] No. The causes of the 1984 boycott are still there and are 
practically the same. There is one detail to note, however. That is that we 
did not leave the union, but rather we boycotted its General Assembly because, 
among other reasons, of its bad treatment of the Iraqi delegation. We will 








not leave the UDA, which furthermore must not become anyone's property. 
Moreover, we consider ourselves to be among those who truly deserve to be a 
part of it. 


[Question] However, the problems that have ar’'sen concern the list of demands 
by the union's members? 


[Answer] Yes, indeed. We have many demands, among others the total revision 
of the UDA statute, which was established in the interest of certain business 
firms and individuals. The part of the statute concerning the perpetual 
presidency must be revised. We do not need a president-for-life. There is a 
need for change, and that is not possible except by voting and election within 
the framework of a democratic institution. There are many points which should 
be reviewed--the very structure of the union, among others. The General 
Assembly statute should be reviewed, to give it other, clearer and more 
precise, goals. We should review the site of the Union's headquarters in 
Syria. 


[Question] What about the work of the General Assembly which just closed on 
Friday, 12 December? 


[Answer] We were unable to discuss many points, among others the financial 
report, which remained in possession of the Syrian vice-secretary general, who 
was not present at the assembly. 


It was possible for him to come to Morocco, which was willing to give him the 
visa. Morocco is certainly a friendly country. We received our visas within 
a quarter-hour after requesting them. 


[Question] One of the problems of the UDA and its assembly is that they do 
not include enough people. The UDA has barely 40 members, and the assembly 
this year had only 30 members in attendance. What do you think about that? 


[Answer] Indeed, only 30 members of the union were present. Except for 
Syria, the absence of the other UDA members can be explained by the fact that 
these members do not really believe in the union as a credible organization. 
Many aspects of the UDA call its credibility into question, chiefly the fact 
that the union has only about 40 members, while the number of actual Arab 
distributors is more than 200. 


[Question] Up to now we have not been able to understand what led the 
assembly [as published] year to a non-Arab territory, namely, the island of 
Cyprus. Have you an opinion about this? 


[Answer] There is no serious explanation to be given. All one needs to know 
is that the organizers have lost their homeland. 


[Question] Do you have any regrets to voice on the subject of the last 
assembly of the union? 


[Answer] I am sorry about the schizophrenia of the union, an organization 
whose head has no rapport, no communications, with its various members. I 
regret that those who are supposed to be leading the union do not really know 


hindi 





the problems which arise in the distribution sector in the various Arab 
countries. Those at the top should, in principle, know the problems which are 
there, in order to resolve them. 


[Question] Is there a strategy or a solution of change to be proposed? 


[Answer] We should revise everything, including the statute, admit all the 
current Arab distributois, move the headquarters of the union from Syria to 
Tunisia or to Morocco and, finally, work out in the open. 


Morocco-Iraq Cultural Exchanges 


[Question] In closing, let us leave behind our concerns about the UDA. What 
about the cultural exchanges between Morocco and Iraq? 


[Answer] After a 5-year break these exchanges are being resumed. The news is 
that Moroccan Arab-language newspapers will soon be distributed for the first 
time in Iraq. To begin with there will be a test of the market; then the 
newspapers will be distributed according to the demand shown in the test 
results. Still within the framework of the exchange, the Third Great Eastern 
Book Fair, to be organized in Baghdad in March, 1987 will include 
participation, for the first time, by most Moroccan publishers. Seven 
publishing houses will represent Morocco. 
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PLANNING MINISTER KAMAL AL-JANZURI INTERVIEWED 
Kuwait AL~SIYASAH in Arabic 30 Dec 86 p 9 


[Interview with Dr Kamal al-Janzuri, deputy prime minister and minister of 
planning: "Dr al-Janzuri, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Planning, 
Tells AL-SIYASAH, 'The New 5-Year Plan Has Five Goals: Increasing Production, 
Providing Self-Reliance, Redistributing the Population, Balancing Salaries 
with Prices, Providing Security to the Nation and the Citizen'"; date and 

‘I place not specified] 


[Text] In an exclusive interview with AL-SIYASAH, Dr Kamal al-Janzuri, the 
Egyptian deputy prime minister and minister of planning announced that the 
most important challenges which face Egypt in the coming phase center on the 
provision of food to cope with the population increase, action to increase 

the state's foreign currency resources following the decline of oil prices, 

and the preservation of the 7.5 percent annual growth rate projected in the 
5-year plan. He noted that in order to face these challenges, the next 5-year 
plan rests on a number of crucial points which represent the plan's priorities. 
These priorities include production, the integration of national and sectorial 
goals, self-reliance, and the improvement of the loan structure and the balance 
of payments. 


The third crucial point is the new policy for the new cities and the distri- 
bution of the population. The fourth is the achievement of a balance between 
prices and wages. 


The fifth crucial point is the protection of the land, and the preservation of 
the security of the citizens. 


He attributed the reasons for Egypt's economic crisis to the period from the 
early seventies to the early eighties prior to the beginning of the current 
5-year plan which is just about to be completed. 


It was inevitable to begin with this question: 


[Question] What are the reasons which caused the economic crisis in Egypt to 
become complicated to this extent? 





ty 


) a aly : $ +} ‘ - +} . ™ ‘ 
[Answer] One must go back a bit to know e roots of the problem. 
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war of attrition in which resources were directed to the armed forces. Conse- 


quently, Egypt at that time was unable to direct its few available resources 
toward economic development. Development rates, therefore, did not exceed t! 
average population growth, 1.e., approximately 2.5 percent annually. 
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Of agriculture did not exceed 2 percent and that of industry rose from 4 per- 
cent to 6 percent. 
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[Answer] This imbalance in the growth of the main sectors of the nation 
economy led to numerous bottlenecks in the development opr ISe€ f t 
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imbalanced components. which can be summarized as follows: 

Firstly: An imbalance in production in the sense that growth rates wer 


but not to the advantage of the main commodity sectors which are agriculture, 
industry and construction. 
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secondly: Over-dependence on the outside world. This imbalanc: uused Egyr 
to achieve growth rates beyond its capacity, and favored non-commodity se : 
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ten-fold increase in import rate: f food commodities during the period 
1971 to 1981. 


Our dependence on the outside world also led 1 debt increase fr« 4 
billion in 1981 to 18.6 billion in 1984, before the beginning of the mrs 
5-year plan. 


Thirdly: The third imbalance involves the increase in spending at rat 

higher than the increase of our general income because the abund hieved 

during the seventies induced Egyptian society to spend more than it produced 

or earned to the point where current and investment expenditures have incre 
by an average of 21 percent, whereas income has not increased beyond 3 percent. 
J r b 

This has produced an increase in the budget deficit. 
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is just about to come to an end. What has the current plan advanced in . 





of solutions to overcome these difficulties, and has it succeeded in remedy ? 
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[Answer] These constraints in the national economy were the backdrop of the 
current national plan. Based on follow-up reports of previous years, we can 
confidently state that the plan has added to the national economy achievements 
that had not been witnessed during the past 20 years. These achievements 
include: 


-- In the field of production and productivity it has increased production 
capacity. It suffices here to peint out one example in the energy field: The 
increase inelectrical energy, totalling 2,030 megawatts, is greater than the 
energy output of the High Dam as the High Dam provides energy which is limited 
to approximately 1,750 megawatts. 


-- The second achievement of the current plan is the continuation of the 7.8 
percent annual growth rate at fixed prices and the greatest possible disburse- 
ment of local resources for investments to the extent that we spent around 
L.E. 30.8 billion in.investments. 


-- The toird achievement pertains to the improvement of the balance of payments 
and the state's general budget. The deficit in the balance of payments in 
1981-82 was approximately L.E. 1.8 billion. It decreased to less than L.E. 

1 billion during the years of the plan. Likewise, the situation has improved 
in terms of the deficit in the general budget which declined from L.E. 2.2 
billion to L.E. 900 million in 1981-82. 


-- The fourth achievement pertains to manpower and availiable work opportunities 
whereby the plan provided for 500,000 work opportunities in previous years. 


If this is what the current 5-year plan has achieved, there are still great 
challenges facing the Egyptian economy in the next phase. On the list of 
challenges we find that the basic challenge here is food. Egypt acquires 7 
percent of the worldwide wheat surplus, whic: totalled 90 million tons during 
the past several years, and for which many countries of the world are compet- 
ing. This surplus is continuously decreasing which, in the past few years, 

has prompted a country like the Soviet Union, despite the fact that its produc- 
tion exceeds that of the United States, to take and store one third of the 
worlds surplus just as the West stockpiled oil in order to deal with the OPEC 
countries. 


The second challenge facing Egypt is the reduction of foreign currency remit- 
tances because of the reduction in oil prices inasmuch as every one dollar 
reduction in the price of oil means a 20 billion dollar reduction of our hard 
currency resources. More dangerous than that is that there is an agreement 
among Western countries to reduce the exchange rate of the dollar in the 
interest of the United States in order to increase its exports. This means an 
excessive reduction in foreign currency income. 


Another challenge facing the Egyptian economy in the next phase is the contin- 
uation of growth rates achieved by the current 5-year plan which are averaging 
7.8 percent. In the interest of continuing this rate, Egypt will need L.E. 
50 billion in the next 5-year plan, whereas the load of the current 5-year 
plan does not exceed L.E. 35 billion; the state will assume responsibility for 





arranging for 30 billionofit, and will grant the private sector the opportun- 
ity to assume responsibility for L.E. 20 billion during the next plan. 


{Question} It is certain that meeting these challenges will be the govern- 
ment's agenda during the next 5-year plan. Can the next 5-year plan confront 
these challenges? 


[Answer] The next 5-year plan will take a new direction unlike the current 

plan which focussed on stabilization and ground work activities prior to the 
beginning of programs. Approximately 80 percent of the required programs 
were implemented. Consequently, the implementation of the next 5-year plan, 

which will begin in July 1987, will achieve a number of goals, which include: 


An increase in production: This goal in turn depends on a number of crucial 
factors including the integration of components of the economic, commodities, 
material and social sectors, and the model distribution of investments among 
the sectors of the national economy so as to insure the integration of national 
sectorial goals, and the integration of programs according to their nature, 

be it the completion of projects or the initiation of new projects. Next, the 
utilization of unemployed resources as efficiently as possible before the 
addition of new productive resources, and the preservation and maintenance of 
productive resources in order to conserve our resources and their life span. 
These crucial factors are firmly linked to the extent of citizens' responsive- 
ness, commitment, discipline, sense of belonging and respect for public funds. 


The second goal is the achievement of self-reliance and the mobilization of 
national savings in order to lesson dependency on the outside world. It is 
necessary to concentrate on programs which do not require a large foreign 
component in order to achieve this goal. We are improving the external debt 
Structure by initially reducing it, relying on long-term loans with lower 
economic cost, and working toward bolstering exports and restricting imports. 


There is a new goal which will be included in the next 5-year plan and which 
was not present in the current 5-year plan with the same clarity. It is the 
distribution of the population in the Republic's provinces, the population 
increase and nature of the link between them in order to achieve a balance 
between available resources in each governorate, and the distribution of the 
population in the Republic's provinces. An economic map, therefore, has been 
prepared which includes all of the production and service projects in each 
governorate, be they for the private or public sector so that the new projects, 
which the plan will implement, are in keeping with reality, and seek to 
eliminate the disparities among the various governorates. 


Also, there is a new policy for the new cities and communities which are being 
established. In the course of the next plan, this policy will establish 
approximately 20 new communities containing 500,000 people. These communities 
will depend on the entrenchment of development activities which may differ 
according to locale. 


An important issue emerges here. It is the availability of an infrastructure 
of roads, ports, transportation, electricity and water. It suffices here to 








indicate our water needs. Egypt has 55.5 billion cubic meters of water from 
the Nile and 6 million feddans of agricultural land. The addition of 2.3 
million feddans by 2000 is expected, and this affirms the importance of efforts 
aimed at controlling our use of water and coordinating it with our use of 
existing land which can be augmented during the next plan. 


The fourth goal, while it is the fourth in the discussion, represents the crux 
of development as experienced by the citizen. It is the achievement of a 
balance between income and prices. The citizen, regardless of his location, 
measures the extent of development by what he pays for his daily needs and what 
he earns. This is what defines the extent of his satisfaction with the 
national performance. 


In relation to the price issue, prices depend on production and growth rates. 
They also depend on imports and their volume. In relation to income, the 
issue is not income volume. Rather, it is the differential of this income. 
The total income paid by the state to governmental workers and the public 
sector reflects approximately half the people because the number of governmen- 
tal workers is 3.2 million employees and that of the public sector is 1.2 
million employees, i.e., a total of 4.8 million. If we multiply this number 
by the average size of the Egyptian family, which is 5 persons, we find that 
the number is approximately 24 million people. 
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EGYPT 


NEW SECURITY CHIEF DESCRIBES REFORMS IN ORGANIZATION 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic 16 Feb 87 pp 54-56 


[Interview with Maj Gen 'Abd-al-Rahim al-Nahhas, Commander of Central Secu- 
rity Forces: "The Officers and Troops Are Living in the Same Environment" ] 


[Text] At about 1900 hours in the evening on 25 February last year, an “in- 
ternal" explosion occurred in some Central Security camps in Egypt. It ex- 
tended to a number of streets and some losses resulted from it which were 
controlled at the time. Public opinion condemned recourse to such a method 
of expression, whatever the motives might have been, the crisis was con- 
tained and the causes continued to he the subject of study, so that the best 
means for avoiding it could be set out in the future. 


It became apparent to public opinion that the incidents of violence were 
restricted to the people committing them and there were no conspiracies 
being stealthily arranged through them, as had been rumored at the time. 
Officials made a number of statements which contained a number of recommen- 
dations, the most prominent of which was the need to reduce the number of 
Central Security men and move their camps, which are 111 in number, totally 
away from the population concentrations, while applying the system foilowed 
in the armed forces, which calls for the demobilization of reserves just 
twice, on 1 January and May of each year, as well as raising the standard of 
living within the recruits" camps. 


It was also decided to form scholarly committees to study the circumstances 
and motives which led to the occurrence of these incidents. 


The investigations revealed that the violence of the training, the harsh 
nature of the work, the low salaries and the number of years of service were 
some of the factors which turned some personnel in the Central Security 
forces into inflammable material. 


Now, after the containment of the situation and the passage of a whole year 
since the incidents, have the Central Security Forces’ training and psycho- 
logical programs changed? Have the officials’ recommendations been carried 

out? What about the study which was carried out to investigate the replace- 
ment of Central Security by a police system, to eliminate the negative fea- 
tures which the former system had involved? 











Above all this, have we assimilated the lesson of 25-26 February 1986? 


A Kind of Suffering! 


The top person in charge of Central Security, Maj Gen 'Abd-al-Rahim al-Nah- 
has, assistant minister of the interior, talked with us about this subject 
without any of the touchy feelings senior officials, on many occasions, feel 
when discussing such subjects. 


He said calmly: 


"Every one of us harbors a kind of ‘suffering’ when its dimensions increase 
within the individual, then one person or another joins him, and they meet 
together in the same place. Whether they are military men or ordinary citi- 
zens, it is very easy to provoke them, if they feel that something specific 
has infringed on their ‘livelihood.’ 


"What happened was that this suffering developed a variety of causes, which 
were embodied in an absence of toilets and the unsuitability of human living 
conditions, and, in the midst of this suffering, an increase in the periods 
of employment to a very large degree, a lack of solidarity between troops 
and officers, then shortcomings in the grant of leaves for troops. Long pe- 
riods passed in which the recruits did not receive leaves. We cannot ignore 
the importance of leaves for recruits, because whether they are carpenters, 
peasants or workers in any other vocation, they exploit the opportunity to 
go to their village and work night and day to meet their families’ expenses, 
until the time of the following leave. 


"When all these sufferings of a single group came together in a single set 
of environmental conditions and the rumor of ‘an extra year' started, this 
rumor was the straw that broke the camel's back." 


I asked Man Gen ‘Abd-al-Rahim al-Nahhas, “How were you able to eliminate 
these mistakes?" 


He said, "We actually did start to eliminate all the mistakes which had 
occurred directly after the incidents. It was necessary, first of all, for 
us to create solidarity among all the classes in Central Security. It was 
necessary that the officers be aware of the troops, and the troops be aware 
of the officers and respect them. It was necessary that everyone live in the 
same atmosphere. If that was realized as far as the presence of any suffer- 
ing was concerned, it would be a great success, and this solidarity would 
bring about a great force which would cope with any kind of difficulty." 


[Question] How is it possible to create such solidarity, if the officer, 
himself, grudgingly agrees to work in Central Security? 


[Answer] We responded to the officers’ requests and 550 officers were trans- 
ferred, so that we could guarantee that officers were affiliated with the 
agency who were capable of sacrificing themselves, because work in this si- 
tuation requires great effort, obvious self-sacrifice and absolute faith in 
man. This is to be found in the first detachment of Central Security offi- 
cers, on whose shoulders this agency was built. 
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Therefore, I hope that only officers whose nature and desires are compatible 
With the nature of the work will enlist in the work in the Central Security 
Forces. I am totally confident that someone who lacks something cannot give 
it. 


The Troops Are Humans! 


After this solidarity was achieved, we had to guarantee the recruit a human 
living, or, at least, a minimum of it in terms of his food, drink and living 
quarters. We started to erect toilets and brought in electricity. We set the 
recruit's working hours, to make him be aware of his humanity. His service 
period was set at 8 hours, before which he would have an hour to prepare 
himself. He was previously supposed to work 18 hours a day. 


In addition, a state of emergency always used to be the rule. Relaxation was 
the exception. That led to the cancellation of leaves. However, even when 
the reasons were based on security, the troops ought to have received their 
leaves on schedule. 


These were the beginnings, because I believe that the troops are human 
beings protecting the security of their nation and we must protect them 
first of all, after which we can build the person within them and teach them 
that this picture is biased, that the people who spread it around are people 
who do not know the facts. We welcome people who want to visit us in order 
to learn the truth about these heroes. However, for people to try to distort 
the picture for their own purposes is unfair. If we answer them, we will be 
talking a great deal. We do not want to enter into vituperation with then, 
but the absolute proof is that we are the most secure country in the middle 
of a volatile region, 


It is wrong for these people to say that the Central Security troops are 
beasts of burden, because the recruits are genuine Egyptian citizens. Within 
them are all the feelings of genuineness, bravery and pride that the Egyp- 
tians possess, and they are now aware and cognizant of what is going on 
around them. Every day the morning newspapers are read to them, to introduce 
them to the events going on in the country. They are sent on assignments 
only after they understand the nature of the situation regarding them in 
full. In addition, we do not choose “illiterate” soldiers for these assign- 
ments. The armed forces need educated soldiers. 


Experience has proved that illiterate soldiers are touchier. We deal with 
them, educate them and strengthen their morale by implanting the principles 
of Islam, which is that they are people with an identity. We have actually 
started, in the course of a whole year, to build up these people, and an 
example of that has been the 10.5 [kilometer] sector, where the first spark 
of the rebellion started last year. We have had the recruits enthusiastical- 
ly construct the places where they and their fellows will live. In this 
manner, we have been able to save the costs of building camps which contain 
everything to help raise the recruits’ morale. 
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A Biased Picture! 


[Question] It is said that the Central Security troops within the walls of 
the camps turn from "simple" humans to human wild animals, after they have 
been properly "brainwashed" to carry out orders brutally. 


Maj Gen ‘Abd-al-Rahim al-Nahhas said: "This is a biased picture. The Central 
Security troops are good, simple Egyptian citizens. Tney do not carry out 
orders brutally, as is said. Rather, they are awarz aud cognizant of what is 
going on around them. 


"As to what is said, that the conditions that Central Security soldiers must 
meet is that they must be ‘illiterate,’ we are not to blame for that. As I 
said, experience has proved that illiterates are more touchy about situa~ 
tions than educated people are!" 


[Question] It is said that Central Security was established to repress and 
terrify the people. What is the truth of this? 


Maj Gen al-Nahhas said, “That is not true. The agency was established to 
confront terrorism. In every country of the world there is an agency on the 
highest level which specializes in internal security. If such an agency did 
not exist, how would it be possible to cope with terrorism?" 


I said, “Directly after the February incidents, news circulated about the 
need to reduce the number of people in Central Security and move their camps 
completely away from the population concentrations." 


He said, “After the events, we started to pay more attention to ‘how’ than 
to ‘how much.’ We dismissed many persons in Central Security. However, as 
far as moving the camps out of the cities goes, that is a difficult matter, 
indeed out of the question in light of the difficult communications and the 
congestion. It is necessary that there be forces whose presence can be pro- 
vided with ease in times of need. I believe that shifting forces will not 
solve the problem. It is enough for us to know that the Central Security 
camps inside the cities last year afforded us protection from the vandalism 
of some other camps. They are concentrated in important strategic places 
close to the entrances to the major cities, working communities and univer- 
sities. This distribution allows them to contain vandalism rapidly." 


Maj Gen ‘Abd-al-Rahim al-Nahhas concluded his conversation with me by say- 
ing, “We are anxious to have a force which will possess all the ingredients 
of awareness, that will be able to discriminate between right and wrong. We 
are anxious about that not just to eliminate the occurrence of vanda.ism but 
to create a good, balanced citizen who is not vindictive.” 


Better Than at First! 


So that the picture could be rounded out, it was necessary to meet some 
persons in Central Security to learn about the truth of the matter. 


Soldier X said, "We have heard that they would look after our families. We 
are poor and whenever I go out on leave I suffer concern over their bad 
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condition. However, there is no recourse at hand. May our lord make times 
easy. Treatment is much better than it was at first." 


I asked, “Before you go out on a mission, do you know your role in it and 
why you are going out on this mission?" 


He said, “His excellency the major explains everything to us and we only hit 
the people who hit us." 





Soldier Y was recruited 2 years ago. His original job was farming. He says, 
"A change has occurred, indeed, in living. We now have toilets and electri- 
city, but we are still sleeping in cell blocks. It is true that the value of 
the food allowance has risen and there is regularity in the leaves, but we 
would rather the recruitment period end quickly, so that we can go back to 
the countryside and the family, which is suffering from poverty." 


Soldier Z asked “Why don't university graduates serve in Central Security? 
Their condition is better than ours. They are in the army in name only, but 
there is ‘absenteeism’ from the units all the time." 


Soldier N said, "A change has indeed occurred in the agency, but our col- 
leagues at Kilometer 10.5 are in better condition than us. They have parks 
and baths. It is true that we have toilets, but we are not up to their le- 
vel. We are still depriving our families of the money we could provide them 
if we were out of the service!" 


One of the recommendations the officials made was the need to form scholarly 
committees to study the circumstances and motives which led to the occur- 
rence of these events. Maj Gen Zaki Badr, the minister of the interior, 
assigned Maj Gen Muhammad Rifa‘i, director of the Police Research Center, to 
this study. 


The information indicates that the study has been completed, but Maj Gen 
Rifa'i does not share our opinion regarding the importance of devoting part 
of it to convincing the citizens that a change has occurred. We must leave 
them the chance to judge the improvement in these recruits’ circumstances. 
Have they indeed become better, or are they still in need of more attention? 
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EGYPT 


RED SEA GOVERNOR DISCUSSES TOURIST OUTLOOK 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic 16 Feb 87 p 58 


[Interview with Red Sea Governor Lt Gen Yusuf ‘'Afifi: "Tne Governor of the 
Red Sea: The Ground Has Been Pulled out from under Adventurous Businessmen 
and They Have Accused Me of Obstructing Tourist Activity!" ] 


[Text] The Red Sea area accounts for one-fifth the area of Egypt and it has 
national wealth in the forin of mines and raw materials which amount to 85 
percent of all our mineral resources. In spite of that, its population rep- 
resents just a share of 1 percent of the population. 


What is the reason for the small population in this region? Why isn't it 
devoted to conversion into residential tourist towns attracting workers and 
young people? 


However, on top of all that, why do charges surround the Red Sea governor, 
Lt Gen Yusuf ‘Afifi? 


That is the question I asked of the governor. He answered: 


"There is no doubt that a hand that strikes with iron at everyone who is 
lazy in work, is slow in performance or exploits the land for a purpose 
other than housing or tourist activity must be attacked. I specify a speci- 
fic period of time and laws for every job. The contract is the contractors’ 
holy writ. I have allotted land to people with projects and have pulled it 
out from under adventurous businessmen when the period of activity has ended 
without the performance of any work. People with money have turned to the 
columns of the press, defaming me and accusing me of obstructing the course 
of tourist activity, and so forth.” 


I asked, “How did Lt Gen Yusuf ‘Afifi turn the town of al-Ghardaqah from a 
mere town for fishermen into a tourist city operating all year round? Do the 
decisions your excellency adopts have a connection with the commander of the 
19th Division?" 


‘He replied, “We have worked on behalf of the Red Sea, exploiting the efforts 
indigenous to it through a feeling of affiliation among the people in it 


14 








which they can feel for their nation only if they have been provided work 
and housing. We built a fish plant with the inhabitants’ money; they helped 
construct a tourist complex and public parks and they have beautified 
Squares, helped plan the tourist center and filled in the harbor section. 
They include people who have established a school, and there are people who 
come to us observing the efforts of the people and the town council in the 
pioneering experiment which the Red Sea Governorate has carried out to make 
al-Ghardaqah the tourist center of the coast and the nucleus of a tourist 
revolution, without putting a burden on the budget of the government or the 
governorate. Indeed, the tuurist center in al-Ghardaqah will bring job op- 
portunities for many young people into being, will solve problems and will 
create brisk commerce and activity in crafts. I consider that tourist acti- 
vity is an industry which does not require capital. We have the land, natu- 
ral setting and climate tourists need. I hope that the tourist city of al- 
Ghardaqah will be attractive to youthful settlers not drop-outs, producers 
not consumers. 


"T hope that al-Ghardaqah will come to resemble an integrated town whose 
economic identity is the world coastal tourist activity market, combining 
domestic and international tourist activity through coordinated planning, 
and that the planning will extend to remote governorates, because it is a 
key to the development of the desert, which we are advocating as a national 
goal. Similar work has started in the planning of the town of Safaja, the 
governorate's industrial and tourist capital." 
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MOROCCO 


MINISTER OF COMMERCE, INDUSTRY DISCUSSES ROLE, FUTURE OF PME 
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 13 Feb 87 pp 3-10 


[Interview with Tahar Masmoudi, minister of commerce and industry, by Sarah 
Benmoussa; date and place not given] 


[Text] Tahar Masmoudi, minister of commerce and industry, was kind enough to 
answer our questions on the small and medium-size industries (PMI). 


He did so with great clarity and without any fear of getting to the heart of 
the problem: the fact that in order to expand, the PMI need a climate of 
freedom. Masmoudi thus had an opportunity to recall that "liberalism is not 
a theory, but daily practice." 


The PMI do in fact comprise the industrial fabric that is the very root of the 
liberal economy. They forged what has been called the Italian economic miracle 
and explain why some French regions are experiencing remarkable prosperity. 


But these enterprises, which, by virtue of their flexibility of management 

and better adaptation, are capable of overcoming economic difficulties, are 
also extremely sensitive to those created by the administration through 
excessive control or a restrictive or exaggerated interpretation of regulations. 


As Masmoudi said, nothing can be done without cooperation between the govern- 
ment and the active economic forces. 


Because of the tightness of consumer markets, the PMI play an important role 
within these live forces, which are the best adapted to the market and which 
are most likely to experience the most remarkable development as the country's 
needs expand. But the PMI and PME [small and medium-size enterprises] must not 
be subjected to all kinds of annoyances. Rather, they should enjoy fruitful 
cooperation, beginning with that desired by Masmoudi and all those involved. 


Lack of Economic Maturity 
For a dozen years or so, the PMI~PME have enjoyed a certain reflection and re- 


search on the part of the government. That experience began with a great deal 
of foot-dragging by the private sector. 
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Although small enterprises have always existed in Morocco in a traditional 
manner, the initial phase was a real and practical reflection of Moroccaniza- 
tion. 


Moroccanization, which was carried out in 1973, was a source of enthusiasm and 
interest on the part of young technicians, former administration employees. 


But alongside that thrust, Moroccanization did not always respond to the legi- 
timate hopes of these young people. 


Some 4, 5 and 6 years later, Moroccanization, which resulted in the flourish- 
ing of new PME, this time not only roused enthusiasm, but also a positive 
perception of the future of small and medium-size entrepreneurs in a more 
autonomous and more liberal sense. 


This program or pilot line supported by the World Bank at the end of the 1970's 
and early 1980'scan only be considered as a test. 


It was a relatively rapid test whose results cannot be considered as conclusive, 
much less serve to establish a real policy and program for the PME in the years 
to come. 


This pilot line of encouraging the PME was entirely managed by the banks 
through the BNDE [National Economic Development Bank] for the sake of the 
Treasury. 


The entire PME program was -- and is still -- supported by a single aspect: 
financing. 


Is financing the only decisive aspect for encouraging the creation of PME 
in Morocco? 


One cannot help harboring certain reservations and drawing away somewhat from 
this concept of PME problems. 


Financing is important and this political aspect may be justified, but one 
should not make it the prime, decisive element. 


The fact is that all viable projects from the standpoint of the market have 
found financing possibilities, either through the regular, regulated circuits 
(banks or other institutions) or by using the traditional family circuits. 


Believing that financing is fundamental and that the banking system is truly 
decisive for the viability and creation of small and medium-size enterprises 
is a mistake that one can avoid, a mistake that must be corrected if one wants 
to try another PME experiment and do so successfully. 


The banking system must back and support viable PME. In no way must it take 

the place of the entrepreneur to the extent of giving him ideas or project 
advice. The banking system should be confined to granting medium- and long-term 
aid for maintaining a sound PME treasury. 
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Giving such a fundamental and crucial role to the banking system means a kind 
of retreat on the part of the entrepreneur and a total absence of creativity 
and innovation. 


Why surrender responsibility for the creation of a PME to the banking system 
when that function belongs to the entrepreneur, to consulting firms and other 
service companies specializing in management? 


There is no investment without risk. A bank that would recommend an invest- 
ment project to an entrepreneur would feel truly committed, should finance it 
rapidly and, in case of failure, handle the debts. The banking system had to 
play this role in the past in order to fill the gaps. It had to play the role 
of certain structures that unfortunately still do not exist. Even if today the 
banking sector has to take the place of consulting firms or other organizations, 
it must in the long run limit its function to hearing out the entrepreneur and 
to making an internal criticism of the project, rather than recommending others. 


This function of the banking sector would be more adequate and would probably 
give a different turn to the future of PME in Morocco. 


The banking sector has a great financial and financing responsibility that it 
should develop and improve instead of committing itself or influencing the 
investment growing out of economic policy. Being a financial backer and active 
participant are two cortradictory functions of the Moroccan banking system. 


With the role of the bank defined and set, the future of the PME and the timeli- 
ness of its development are not thereby clarified and decided. 


At the present time, it is a question of knowing whether a political-economic 
desire exists or is foreseeable for encouraging the creation of PME. 


Political rhetoric on this subject is still not consistent. The PME are a 
current issue in some decision-making spheres and circles, whether political, 
administrative or private. 


As we know, the actuality of an economic policy directive is not daily, but 
medium- and long-range. That is why one has to go back to the beginning of 


the 1980's, which one can consider as the second phase of reflection on the 
PME. 


This phase corresponds to a trough in the country's economic and financial 

wave. Without any demagogy, one must recognize that Morocco has gone through 

a rather depressing period (drought, energy, dollar, foreign debt, and so on). 
These difficulties checked investments and had an impact on their rate of evolu- 
tion in terms of projects and available means of financing. 


However, one must not exaggerate the negative effects of these circumstances 
either, for they cannot by themselves explain the paradox of the enormous 
monetary and financial assets available in the face of a free fall in the rate 
of investments in the 1980's. 
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Morocco's economic and financial circumstances cannot therefore explain this 
paradox. The only reason one could give is relatively simple. It is the ab- 
sence of investment projects, justified by the immaturity and fear of risks 
displayed by certain entrepreneurs. 


Naturally, for entrepreneurs, this reason given is simplistic. But why not 
yield to the evidence and look straight at the facts, however discouraging 
they may be? This would certainly be a first step toward maturity. 


The malaise of investments in general and of the PME in particular is also 

the result of the mentality of the fearful entrepreneur, the conventional mer- 
chant who does not want to take risks and who always needs administrative and 
banking crutches. 


Furthermore, in the opinion of certain entrepreneurs who have taken risks and 
succeeded despite circumstantial difficulties, the notion of aggressive entre- 
preneur is not an idea for the future. 


Only education and a new system of instruction and training can prepare the way 
for that future. 


In the meantime, the entrepreneur and the PME can exist only within a group. 
The individual entrepreneur, outside of a few isolated cases, does not create 
or innovate. He can only mimic and invest without risk where "others" have 
succeeded. 


By "group," we mean human investment. Originally, the purpose of the PME was 
to combine competencies, an enterprise in which technicians, managers and 
different upper-level personnel together try to ensure sound, independent 
profitability of considerable tinancial contributions. 


This model remains an ideal that could be achieved in other places only after 
generations. But can Morocco enjoy the luxury of waiting or pursuing an ideal 
that will be outdated ir. a few years -- if it is not already -- always in 
other places? 


The need for development and the political-economic challenge launched by 
Morocco and projected toward Europe are sufficient reason for waiting no longer. 


Unless we contradict ourselves and demonstrate incoherence and ineffectiveness, 
it is essential to revive the debate on the PME. 


It is true that the Moroccan experience with the PME is relatively short in 
order to engage in profound reflections. 


After a decade, the PME experiment is not adequate to imagine other formulas 
and models for the future. 


There remain those cases of isolated -- or even insolent! -- success. 
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It is probably up to those entrepreneurs to imagine the future an! break down 
resistance. Is there room for hope? 


Why not? For the past 2 years -- the third PME phase -- we have been witness- 
ing a revival of PME activities. 


Only the experts are competent to reflect upon the viability of projects under 
study or carried out in the past 2 years. 


At this point, one cannot make a hasty judgment. Everything depends upon 
private will and initiative. 


To what extent is the Moroccan entrepreneur willing and able to take risks, 
to invest in sectors not always close to commercial, speculative activity? 
Under what political and administrative conditions can the PME expand? 


We cannot answer these questions and others that must be asked. It is up to 
the entrepreneurs to reflect, imagine, innovate and act. 


"Liberalism Not a Theory" 


[Question] Since 1983 and as a result of the prompting of the Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce, reflection upon the PMI is the order of the day. Before 
speaking of the results of that reflection, it would perhaps be fitting to ex- 
plain its motivations. 


[Answer] First of all, one must recall that the government has been involved 
in the development of the PMI since the early 1970's. That is why, since 1972, 
an initial measure was taken to facilitate financing of the PMI, to wit, the 
establishment of the so-called simplified, accelerated procedure (PSA). which 
opens up a specific local line of credit whose management was entrusted to the 
BNDE. It was joined, starting in 1977, by outside lines of credit, mainly 
granted by the World Bank, the African Development Bank (BAD) and OPEC. By 

way of example, the first World Bank line, called the "pilot line," was in 

1977 and involved $5 million. It was followed by a second line for $25 million 
in 1979 and a third line for $70 million in !981. 


At the same time and in response to promoters, structures were set up in 1979 
to aid and give technical assistance to the PMI, stemming from the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry and the Office for Industrial Development. In addition, 
an industrial zone program was launched in 1980 in order to make developed 
sites available to PMI at promotional prices. 


Therefore, as we have just seen, the interest of the King's government in 
promoting the PMI is not just recent. When you mention the year 1983, that 
actually corresponds to the year of application of the current Industrial Invest- 
ment Code, which strengthens provisions previously made in behalf on the PMI, 

for it also grants them specific advantages, to wit, an employment bonus and 

tax exemptions. 
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Now, to get to the motivations underlying our action, they seem obvious, but I 
shall name a few by way of example: the ability of the PMI to meet new needs 
rapidly; ease of adaptation to market contingencies; regionalization; the 
creation of jobs with less capital; integration of the industrial fabric; and 
the emergence of a new generation of entrepreneurs. 


The very decentralization of industry and its impact on all prefectures and 
provinces in the kingdom cannot be anticipated and achieved rapidly unless 
based on the PMI. 


Evolution and Importance of the PMI 


[Question] The PME is certainly a tool of economic development and of social 
and individual expansion. But that very tool may become a cause of stagnation 
and regression when the environment is not favorable to its evolution. 


In Morocco, there are many obstacles. Mr Minister, could you give us a little 
background in order to situate the PMI experience in time and the socioeconomic 
context? I believe the Moroccan experience with the PMI began in 1973 with 
Moroccanization. 





[Answer] First of all, allow me to recall that the PMI play an important role 
in industrial activity because in 1985, enterprises with fewer than 200 persons 
employed 49 percent of our workers, accounted for 41 percent of production and 
28 percent of all exports and generated 5.4 billion dirhams in value added, 

or 36 percent of the industrial GNP and nearly 5 percent of the national GNP. 
If those results were achieved, it is precisely thanks to the efforts made by 
the government to promote and develop the PMI which I just mentioned. fFurther- 
more, One must not forget that most of our industrial enterprises are PMI, 
inasmuch as enterprises with fewer than 200 persons make up 94 percent of the 
total number. 





In addition, if one refers only to the past 10 years, the number of industrial 
enterprises went from about 2,600 in 1976 to nearly 4,200 in 1985, an increase 
of over 60 percent. As you can see, one cannot speak of stagnation, much less 
regression. 


Concernirg the evolution of our industry (and therefore. that of the PMI sector), 
sector), one can note four phases: a phase of transition and protection of 
those existing during the early years of independence, which I shall not dwell] 
upon; a phase of organization during the 1960's, a phase rich in various accom- 
plishments corresponding to the application of the provisions of our first 
industrial investment code; a phase of expansion during the 1970's, correspond- 
ing to the acceleration of private enterprise (particularly through the crea- 
tion of PMI), application of the second investment code and the Moroccanization 
of certain economic activities, including certain industrial activities. I 
would dare to say that this Moroccanization made it possible to stimulate the 
appearance of new entrepreneurs and this is not, in my opinion, removed from 
the creation and development of the PME in general and the PMI in particular. 
Finally, there is the phase underway, which is a phase of consolidation, with 
the promotion of export activities (and here, the PMI have an important role to 
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play with the assistance and support of the CMPE [Moroccan Center for Exports 
Promotion], regionalization and creation of the conditions necessary to improve 
our productivity, competitiveness and the quality of our products. 


Clear Policy 


[Question] From that experience emerges a real will and even a certain coher- 
ence in the direction of a search for means adapted to the development of the 
PMI. But that coherence does not achieve clarity and the absence of a clear 
economic policy is certainly the first obstacle. 


[Answer] On the contrary, our policy is clear: The government embarked upon 
a deliberate policy to promote and develop the PMI that has been expressed in 
practice by the establishment of specific measures accompanying the evolution 
of the PMI from creation to operation: studies, site, financing, technical 
assistance, fiscal advantages, and so on. But our policy does not step there. 
Since 1984, we have embarked upon a well-known program relative to the adjust- 
ment of industry and foreign trade whose essential purpose is to promote 
competitive activities and those with a satisfactory added value. This program 
is also aimed at establishing clear, continuing and transparent rules of play 
that apply to all enterprises. Thus it is that decisions can be made that 
commit enterprises to medium- or long-range goals based on full knowledge. 


Therefore, as far as we are concerned, our vision is clear and we have 
explained it over and over at working meetings with professional organizations 
and I believe it has been well understood. 


Single Code for the PMI 


[Question] Whatever the case, the rules of play are not clear regarding laws 
and regulations, which are excessive. 


The only clear law would be the first "administrative" definition of the PME 
in the 1983 Investment Code. For the iest, the abundance of codes, regulations 
and so on is more of an obstacle, especially since gaps exist and lend them- 
selves to confusion and interpretation regarding the operational phase of an 
investment project. 


[Answer] As you can easily see, the PMI fits between the cottage industries or 
handicrafts, on the one hand, and big industry, on the other. Consequently, 
its exact boundaries are difficult to spell out. That is why there is no 
universal definition of the PMI. However, countries draw up administrative 
definitions in order to enable the organizations involved in the promotion and 
encouragement of the PMI to determine who is entitled to the specific advan- 
tages of the sector. 


Naturally, our country does not escape that rule, which is why we have drawn 
up definitions depending on whether it is a matter of the application of provi- 
sions of the investment code or eligibility for PMI credits. Thus it is that 
the code considers the PMI to include enterprises whose investment in produc- 


tion does not exceed 5 million dirhams and whose investment per job is 70,000 
dirhams or less. 
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For their part, the banks use other definitions based on criteria such as 
turnover or net assets. 


You also speak about the abundance of codes, regulations and confusion. 

Here, I must state that such is not the case, because the only code that 
applies to the PMI is the one of January 1983. For all the rest, this sector 
is subject to the same rules and provisions as the entire industrial sector 
when they exist. As for the definition of the PMI, there are, as I just said, 
other definitions than those of the code, but here one must note that here, 
any definition actually depends upon the objective sought by the organization 
involved in the development or financing of the PMI. Furthermore, any defini- 
tion of the PMI must be modified and updated from time to time to take new 
economic or technological factors into account. It is for that reason that 
we are now working on a revision of the definition of the investment code. 


Cooperation With Private Sector 


[Question] Development and expansion necessarily depend on communication. 
On this level also, the situation is blocked. 


Communication between the administration and the private sector in general 

and the investor in particular comes about through a "glass partition." It 

is true that the opaque nature of the glass is attenuated because of the 
younger age of government employees, but the latter do not delay in taking the 
wrong tack and in considering the private sector as a rival rather than as a 
partner. What is your opinion? 


[Answer] It goes without saying that one cannot manage and channel the indus- 
trial sector if there is no communication, coordination and dialogue between 
the different protagonists and participants. The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, conscious of the importance of the question, permanently associates 
the private sector (through professional organizations) in the drafting of the 
strategy of industrial development and the definition of measures for its 
implementation. By way of example, preparation of the General Import Program, 
revision of industrial protection, the drafting of standards, the definition of 
the export development strategy, and so on, are all done in cooperation with 
the private sector. On this subject, one should note that it is fortunate 
that our country has representative and well-structured professional organiza- 
tions. 


Even better, our departments are and remain at the disposal of investors in 
order to give them all the aid needed to draft and carry out their projects. 
In addition, a department to help orient investors was recently set up within 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. Among other things, it is responsible 
for supplying sectorial statistics and for explaining procedures relative to 
the creation of enterprises, as well as looking for industrial sites. As you 
can see and as manufacturers know very well, we do not work in a vacuum. On 
the contrary, we are very open and, in my opinion, this is the only solution 
because nothing can be done with coordination between the government and the 
live economic forces. 














Regulate or Deregulate 


[Question] My question is not very diplomatic, but rather than speaking with 
the minister of industry and commerce, I should like to put it to the university 


professor which you are also. 


Mr Masmoudi, in order to clarify the rules of play or at least attenuate the 
malaise, two solutions are possible: either deregulating completely, as they 
have done in the United States, which presumes the disappearance of the Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce -- which seems a distant possibility -- or maximum 
regulation in order to reduce the administration's power of appraisal. 


In both cases, what would be the advantages, disadvantages, and so on. Can 
you imagine a third scenario? 

[Answer] First of all, let us agree on one point: "Deregulating," as you say, 
does not mean the absence of laws and regulations because they are necessary, 
if only to establish the duties and obligations of both, protect the major 
interests of the comnunity, defend the interests of the weak against the 
strong, and so on. What we must avoid above all are two things: regulations 
that are not clear and not precise and the excessive meddling or intervention 
by the administration in the affairs of enterprises. Therefore, in sum: 
transparency, clear and permanent rules of play so that economic operators, 
particularly industrial operators (I repeat again) may make decisions involving 
the future of their enterprises while having a maximum of elements of judgment 
available. Above all, they must not be reduced to calculating the reactions of 
a given administrative department that might bring into question the elements 
on which the decision to invest or give the enterprise a new direction might be 
based. 


The program of adjustment of which I just spoke fits into the framework of our 
effort to remove enterprises from administrative evaluetions whose objectiveness 
no one can guarantee. Before this program, we operated in the same manner with 
regard to the investment code because the advantages it bestows and the admin- 
istration's approval are automatic when the enterprise responds to certain 
simple rulles or criteria that are defined by the code itself. 


Finally, concerning the Ministry of Industry, it does not exist for the purpose 
of meddling in the affairs of enterprises or to practice all-encompassing con- 
trol. Its role mainly consists of organizing and channeling industrial devel- 
opment, improving the performance of the manufacturing sector, outlining pros- 
pects, creating a suitable environment and helping businesses to overcome 

their difficulties. In our industry's current phase, that role is and will 
remain fundamental and decisive for a long time to come. 


Role of Liberalism 


[Question] In a deliberately liberal environment, the state and the private 
sector must play the game. 








However, national entrepreneurs still have that dependent mentality and expect 
the state to support this type of investment. For its part, the government is 
giving up this function without thereby choosing to play another role. 


Clearly, there is a contradiction between the "socialist" system of government 
planning and economic liberalism. Can one really reconcile the two? 


[Answer] First of all, I cannot follow you when you say that our entrepreneurs 
have a dependent mentality. Naturally, some of them go to the administration 
for help or come knock on its door as soon as certain difficulties appear, 

for example, the importation of products competing with their own sales, 
difficulties encountered with other departments. This is completely normal 
because we are their advocates, in the final analysis. What we ask of them 

is that in exchange for our support, they make the necessary efforts to revive 
their enterprise and improve management, in a word, do everything necessary to 
improve their competitiveness. 


Therefore, we do not "direct" enterprises or dictate their behavior. We sup- 
port them while trying to protect the interests of the community. 


Regarding your reference to economic liberalism, I must tell you the following: 
1 -- Our economic policy has always been marked by confidence in private 
enterprise and the few figures I previously quoted show that we are right, 
especially when you compare our situation to that of neighboring or similar 
countries. 2 -- The government has tried to intervene only in limited sectors 
that have not yet attracted the attention of the private sector. 3 -- There 
has always been a coexistence and complementariness of the two sectors and 

the private sector. 4 -- All industrial branches have been and remain open to 
private enterprise. 


Therefore, for me, economic liberalism is not a theory, but daily practice: 
transparency, freedom to engage in business within the framework of clear, 
well-established and permanent rules, reduction of government intervention to 
the bare essential, and so on. 


Role of Administration 


[Question] Regarding the private sector, confusion also exists. It considers 
the government as the biggest problem. Actually, the administration is a 
monster and not a problem. Tentacular, the administration merely needs to be 
reconsidered and reformed. 


Monsters can be tamed, but is there a desire to reform the administration? How 
is one to proceed? What type of reformers do we need and where are they? 


[Answer] While some may consider the administration to be an evil, one must 
nevertheless recognize that it is often a necessary evil. Naturally, I am not 
going to dwell on this question at length, but one has to admit the need for 
an entity that organizes and orients economic and social life and, more gener- 
ally, that takes the interests of the community into account. Naturally, one 
must avoid the administration's becoming "tentacular," as you say, meaning 





preventing it from doing more than it should or going beyond its real preroga- 
tives. In order to do that, there is no miracle remedy. There are just three 
key words: honest and competent personnel, decentralization and responsibility. 


As far as we are concerned, we are doing everything necessary to make this so. 
That is why we have just passed an order reorganizing the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, so as to give it dynamic, modern structures enabling it to 
better follow and understand problems relating to economic development in 
general and industrial development in particular, providing the best possible 
solutions as well as the support enterprises need. Nor has the aspect of 
decentralization been neglected because instructions and mottos have been 
issued to our regional delegations that we have deployed and developed so that 
they might act as support for the development effort. On this point, I believe 
there is still a great deal to be done by all departments involved because on 
a regional level, administrative departments often tend to act as supervisors, 
creating useless red tape instead of serving economic and social development. 


Rise of the PMI 


[Question] In conclusion, Mr Minister, could you give us your opinion on the 
timeliness -- in terms of economic and social development -- of the massive 
or selective creation of the PME? Toward what strategy must we move in order 
to avoid the failure of the Moroccan PME experience? 


[Answer] First of all, I do not understand what makes you fear the failure of 
our experiment in the promotion and development of the PMI. Actually, the 
international organizations involved in various countries helping them to pro- 
mote the sector recommend that they be inspired by the Moroccan example and 
experience. Furthermore, as I just told you, the economic results of the PMI 
sector are completely encouraging. Another figure, if you wish: 


In 1986, out of 1,245 investment programs (731 of them (58 percent) concerned 
PMI (330 newly set up), for an investment on the order of 800 million dirhams, 
resulting in the creation of nearly 21,000 jobs, or 60 percent of all jobs in 
industry in 1986. 


I personally consider that we now have a good basis for greater development of 
the sector. That is why in the future, our efforts will be mainly based on: 
improved competitiveness of our industry, continuing the reorganization pro- 
gram; the search for new areas, particularly in the IMME and other export oppor- 
tunities that can lead to viable, profitable projects; the orientation of in- 
vestors toward profitable sectors, particularly the IMME, for which a specific 
line of credit has been set up; and the search for new vocations of PMI entre- 
preneurs, particularly among TME [Moroccan workers abroad] and technical or 
management-level personnel. 


Therefore, I personally foresee a promising future for the PMI. 


11,464 
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MOROCCO 


COMMENTARY ON FUNDING FOR PRESS PRESCRIBED BY NEW BUDGET 
Casablanca LAMALIF in French Feb 87 pp 10-11 
[Article by Zakya Daoud: "The Time of Confusion" ] 


[Text] The decision made on 19 December 1986 to include a credit of 20 mil- 
lion dirhams in the budget starting in 1987 "in order to augment the means of 
the national press and help political groups and trade union organizations to 
play the role assigned to them by the constitution" has apparently not yet 
been implemented. Officials are debating how to dispatch the sum and the 
criteria governing its distribution among political associations. 


Whatever the case, the measure calls for commentary in that it places and, 
above all, links the press with the parties, aiding one with the financing of 
the others and, if one takes things literally, the press is reduced to being 
nothing more than that of the parties, the only one labeled as "national." 


"Social Electricity" 


The press, the entire press, that "social electricity" of which Chateaubriand 
spoke (Footnote 1) ("Les Memoires d'Outre Tombe"), plays an eminent role in 
the life of a country. It is involved in construction and development, dissem- 
inates ideas, generates a culture. In principle, it should survive thanks to 
its sales and its advertising or from the subsidies of those for which it 
openly declares itself the spokesman: governments, parties, organizations, 
economic and professional associations. Given its general role, this does 

not exclude it from being aided, in many countries, insofar as precise material 
means are concerned, in the purchase of paper, for example, whose cost has in- 
creased greatly, especially in importer countries such as Morocco. It may re- 
ceive help for the repeated use -- given its function -- of the mails, telephone 
and telecommunications systems, enjoying substantial reductions in rates. It 
may have assistance for the transport and especially export, with special 
prices which the French press enjoys, of French products and ideas outside 

of France, for example. Nor must one forget the special rates to be extended 
to newsmen in work-related travel, if only for the purpose of seeing, under- 
standing, comparing. This form of aid, in addition to the fact that it is so 
widespread that it penalizes the press of countries that do not enjoy it, is 

in fact a right. By tax reductions and other incentives, aid is extended to 
exporters, farmers, real estate promoters and investors. Why then should one 
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not also help the press, which, if one thinks about it, is far more important 
for a country and a society than are social groups whose action is always 
based more on circumstances than its own would be? Such aid, extended without 
any form of discrimination, also has the merit of clarity. [It can easily be 
controlled. And since the press belongs to a country and its citizeas, it 

is also normal for the government to assign to it the publication, without any 
form of discrimination, of advertising for public offices and legal announce- 
ments. 


Aid comprised of financial subsidies has quite another nature and dimension. 
It modifies the ethics of the profession and one cannot prevent the attachment 
of strings, the very negation of the principles on which the press must be 
founded in its existence and action. Institutionalized in this manner and 
with relatively tiny sums, the press loses the credibility that allows it to 
survive. No longer can it play its proper role. It becomes an organ of the 
state. It changes its nature and ethics. Obviously, this is not what anyone 
wants. 


The best form of aid is freedom, including the freedom to make all media pri- 
vately owned, particularly those controlled by the government, especially radio 
and television. With the existence of satellites, the media are doomed by 
outside competition, especially since control of the ideas on which they are 
based has become an aberration, being impossible to exercise. 


And yet, a harmful shift has already occurred since the announcement of this 
measure, which contains the curious feature of lumping the vress together with 
political parties. Is the press the nothing more than the press of the 
parties? Is there no other press than that of the grouns which have derived 
from the constitution the role and duty of organizing and representing the 
citizens? Are we thus to become the only country in the world to produce such 
a conception of that which everywhere else is called the Fourth Estate? This 
conception is all the more curious, in truth, because it reinforces that which 
one would like to deny: the absolute primacy of politics. 


Sponsors 


Aid to the press, technical, practical aid, without discrimination, and the 
financing of political parties are two distinct problems that have always been 
kept separate, theoretically at least. In principle, a party must survive 
with the dues paid by members, linked for the purpose of defending common 
goals and interests, united for the triumph of an ideology. Naturally, the 
fact that politics has been transformed everywhere into a spectacle and a 
costly spectacle at that has made such notions outdated. The financing of 
election campaigns and the means of daily action requires backing, to use 
today's expression, especially since it is combined with a reduction in full- 
time political staffers, the weakness of upper-level personnel and structures 
and, in general, a decline in the function. The problem therefore exists 
everywhere: If one believes that organizations representing the citizens are 
necessary, then one has to help them. Otherwise, "the tactic of pressure 
groups becomes the rule. It is a challenge put to any political enterprise." 
(Footnote 2) (Patrick Jarreau, LE MONDE, 17 December 1986) 
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In Morocco, where things have a different dimension, the question was brought 
up when pro-government groups brutally intervened in political life with means 
that could obviously not have come from their members, since they did not 
exist. Today, it is somewhat different, inasmuch as it is no longer only the 
pre-government groups, those who claim affiliation with the authorities and 
defend their policies, but also the opposition, that must be helped in organ- 
izing and educating citizens. Whatever they may think themselves, one cannot 
fail to consider that there is here an institutionalization of their existence 
and their function that is also changing in nature and ethics: "Every party 
lives on its mystique and dies from its policies." (Footnote 3) ("Notre 
Jeunesse") 


But the major question here is the amalgam made of the press and parties. 

If parties are financed by the government budget, meaning, in short, by the 
citizens, which also implies control, let them do what they wish with the aid 
given to them. This has nothing to do with the press as a function and insti- 
tution is concerned, for the press cannot be reduced to politics and it is 

the entire press that is national. It is part of the nation, not only of 

the parties. 


Amalgam 


The press cannot be reduced to a single idea, that of a party, or a single 
function, that of politics, especially since the world daily becomes more 

and more of a "United Nations" and since it is the ideas concerning civiliza- 
tion, politics with a capital "p," daily life and culture that may be its 

field of action and where each country, with every element of its press, if 

it wins the fight for existence, can contribute its original voice to the 

world concert. Reducing it is therefore to try to circumscribe it. And here, 
one cannot, because of the amalgams thus created, make those without a party -- 
who, one must recall, are in the majority -- all those who, rightly or wrongly, 
have left politics up to the professionals, feel humiliated because they are 
left out. 


Naturally, this shift, now public, no matier what the reasons of circumstan- 
tial politics motivating it, did not just begin today. It stems from a cur- 
ious institution called the Moroccan National Press Association (SNPM), 

where already, all the present amalgams are included in that it brings to- 
gether, almost exclusively, the editors of newspapers of political parties. 
In the absence of associations of journalists -- an absence repeatedly 
pointed out but nevertheless never corrected -- and in the absence of a group 
oven to all editors of all publications, without discrimination, it is the 
SNPM that has always discussed the problems of the press, which had mainly 
concerned censorship. As soon as it decided, with the help of modernization, 
to turn to economics, we landed in the present situation, almost without 
thinking about it. 


The press, the parties and journalists risk suffering from it more than they 
think and more than they are aware. 


11,464 
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TUNISTA 


PREMIER CALLS FOR OPPOSITION PARTICIPATION IN COUNCIL 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 10 Feb 87 p 22 


[Article: “After He Had Refused To Do So Orally, Sfar Invites the Opposition 
in Writing To Participate in the Economic-Social Council" ] 


[Text] Official sources in Tunisia have asserted to AL-QABAS that Prime Min- 
ister Rachid Sfar sent three letters last Saturday to the three recognized 
opposition parties, inviting them to participate in the economic and social 
council, one of the constitutional institutions which plays the part of con- 
sultation to the government and whose 68 members are appointed. These let- 
ters reached the persons to whom they were addressed. The Tunisian premier 
had recommended to each of the three parties the appointment of five candi- 
dates, two of whom the president would proceed to choose for membership in 
the council, so that the opposition would be represented by six members, who 
would come in in the capacity of persons of competence, since the current 
law on the council does not stipulate membership for representatives of the 
opposition parties. This is the first time Premier Rachid Sfar has sent a 
letter to any of the opposition parties since his assumption of the position 
last 8 June. 


Hedi Baccouche, the director of the agency of the ruling Destourian Party, 
contacted the parties orally, but they asked that contact be formal and in 
writing. It has not become known whether the opposition parties will agree 
to participation in the council. It is expected that they will answer later. 


Circles close to the Socialist Democrats, the biggest opposition party, have 
pointed out that this participation is tied to the need to clean up the 
political climate and also to the direct choice by the party of its repre- 
sentatives rather than the nomination of several, some of whom will be se- 
lected. The other parties have not expressed their final position yet. 


11887 
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TUNISLA 


OPPOSITION PAPER ASSAILS GOVERNMENT UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 13 feb 86 pp 1, 4 
[Article: “Can the Univer-ity'’s Problems Be Solved in This Manner?" ] 


[Text] We are afraid, on the basis of some signs, that a number of faculties 
and higher institutes will once again enter into the spiral of violence and 
countervailing violence, with the suspension of studies and closure of ins- 
titutions, persecutions, trials and other things that will arise as a conse- 
quence of that, alienating the university from the role for which it was 
created and the sound atmosphere it needs to perform this role. 


The causes of this situation are well known. They lie basically in the accu- 
mulation of problems which the government and university authorities have 
not succeeded in solving, in a grave atmosphere characterized by a sense of 
bewilderment and pessimism in the face of closed horizons, which confront 
incidents every year that make matters worse, such as the extreme provisions 
which were issued with respect to the Gabes case, so that people’s nerves 
become tense to the point of explosion. 


The serious aspect of the matter is that all the parties directly concerned 
with the running of the university deal with events as if they have not 
drawn any lesson from the experiences of the past. 


We do not believe that the problems of the university will be solved by 
recourse to the appointment of deans, the placement of walls about the fa- 
culties and higher institutes and reliance on the language of force and 
threats, as happened in the month of December in the university quarters in 
Sousse, or threats of conscription and censure trials. We know that the peo- 
ple responsible for the students include people who belong to the Destourian 
Socialist Party and themselves do not encourage, indeed reject, such solu- 
tions. 


It is as if the students for their part have not considered and have not 
wondered, for instance, why they are now in a weak state relative to the 
condition they were in or how the French students, for example, managed to 
compel their country's government to withdraw an education reform plan which 
it had submitted to parliament. All observers were in unanimous agreement 
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that the secret of success of the French student movement lay in the follow- 
ing factors: 


1. Realization of unity in the students’ ranks and preservation of their 
unity. 


2. To the extent of [illegible] of the basic demands, the concern for tight- 
ening up organization, commitment to moderation and avoidance of violence. 


3. Rejection of the politicization of their movement and its co-optation by 
any opposition party, be it on the left or right. 


4. The concern to get public opinion, in particular the education community 
and the societies of guardians, on their side. Indeed, the day one of the 
students fell victim through the blows of some of the aides of the police, 
they managed, thanks to their unity, firmness and perseverance, to make the 
government apologize and the president come out openly in sympathy with the 
family of the person killed and the student group. 


As far as our university is concerned, in addition to the importance of 
these elements, we can also stress anew the need to devise methods of strug- 
gle which will enable the student group to express its preoccupations, con- 
vey its protests and put pressure when needed on the people to whom the 
decisions belong to devise ways of avoiding the suspension of the course of 
studies, since the suspension of the course of studies is a grievous harm 
which affects the country, the university and the interests of the students 
in the first place and because the suspension of studies prompts a signifi- 
cant segment of public opinion to fail to side with them as far as their 
movement is concerned. 


In a few days, the national symposium for education and youth affairs will 
be organized, and we hope that there will be nothing in our educational 
institutions to add to the development of crisis in matters, that this sym- 
posium will put the problems of the university in its true framework, and 
that a serious dialogue in which all parties concerned will take part, espe- 
cially those who represent the teaching staff and the students, without con- 
sideration of the political or union tendencies of either, will dominate its 
activities. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/142 


32 





TUNISIA 


SOCIALIST DEMOCRATS ISSUE COMMUNIQUE 


Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 13 Feb 87 p 4 


[Article: "The Movement of Socialist Democrats: Local and International 
Tssues" ] 


[Text] We have received the following communique from the Movement of So- 
Cialist Democrats: 


The political bureau held its periodic meeting on Saturday 7 February 1987 
and proceeded to study a number of issues, among them the general situation 
in the country, the continuous strikes in the university and also the move- 
ment and the contacts a number of members of the political bureau have made 
with friendly and fraternal countries. The political bureau also reviewed 
the subject of the economic and social council, in the light of a letter 
sent in this regard by the prime minister to our brother the secretary gen- 
eral of the movement. 


The political bureau concerned itself in particular with the subject of the 
suspension of the newspaper AL-MUSTAQBAL for a period of 6 months, arbitra- 
riness in the silencing of the voice of the opposition and the retraction of 
the small margin of pluralism and freedoms in the country that that measure 
represents. 


After its evaluation of the repercussions of the press conference the secre- 
tary general held on Tuesday 3 February 1987, the political bureau recorded 
its pride at the positions of solidarity the fraternal and friendly parties, 
professional sovieties and democratic forces domestically and abroad ex- 
pressed with our movement and their solidarity with AI-MUSTAQBAL in this new 
trial. 


The political bureau also reviewed a number of international issues, in par- 
ticular: 


1. The serious escalation the Iraqi-Iranian war is experiencing and the 


grievous human and economic losses and threat to peace and stability in the 
Gulf region that are arising from it. 
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2. The developments in the tragic situetion in the Palestinian camps in Le- 
banon. The political bureau considers that silence has become participation 
in the unbridled assault on the lives of innocent people. 


In this regard, the political bureau directs an urgent appeal to the inter- 
national human conscience and leaders of the Arab countries and the Lebanese 
national forces to intervene at once with all the moral and inaterial weight 
they possess to stop this slaughter, save the children of the Palestinian 
people in the camps and respect their basic rights to life and a struggle 
for the sake of the restoration of their homeland. 

Tunisia 6 February 1987 

For the political bureau 


[Signed] The secretary general, Ahmed Mestiri 


11887 
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TUNISIA 


NATIONAL GUARD DIRECTOR INAUGURATES SOLAR ENERGY GENERATORS 
Tunis LE TEMPS in French 25 Dec 86 p 2 


[Text] Medenine (TAP). A working and inspection visit on Tuesday to the 
governorates of Tataouine and medenine by Habib Ammar, director general and 
commanding officer of the National Guard, was marked by the inauguration of 
solar energy generators at several advance border posts in the south Tunisia. 


These generators were installed for the first time out of concern for easing 
the working and living conditions of members of the border guard units, so 
that they may better accomplish their mission. 


Beginning his activities at Tataouine, Mr Habib Ammar, accompanied by Othmane 
Naghmouchi, regional governor, inspected the operations of the two regional 
sectors of the National Guard and Security Forces before going to the 
construction site of 30 dwellings being erected by the National Guard Aid 
Society for guard members. 


The director general and commanding officer of the National Guard then 
dedicated a border station in the vicinity of Bir Amir and visited units 
stationed at Dhiba, Males and Touil Halleb, as well as the Mechhed Salah 
station, which has equipment for supplying solar energy. 


Habib Ammar asked members about their working and living conditions at these 
posts. He congratulated them for their efforts to consolidate national 
sovereignty along the border and to strengthen the country's economic 
defenses. 


The National Guard commanding officer called upon them to show their courage 
in carrying out their duties, emphasizing the Supreme Combatant's concern for 
his children, the members of the border units who watch over Tunisia's 
territorial integrity. He also transmitted to them the encouragement of Zine 
al-Abidine Ben Ali, minister of interior, and his satisfaction with the spirit 
of self-sacrifice which inspires them. 


In the governorate of Medenine, Mr Habib Ammar and the governor, Salah 
B'houri, dedicated two solar energy generators at the Labbada and Talegh 
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posts, which ensure members stationed there the necessary comforts of life, 
thanks to the use of electric power. 


He then visited the Ben Guardane National Guard post, where he inspected the 


activities of the border units in the region and the health services provided 
members at the post's dispensary. 


8735/9312 
cso: 4519/60 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


PROPOSED DEFENSE COSTS--The figures proposed for the operating budget of the 
National Defense Ministry total 112,827,000 dinars, compared with 105,700,000 
dinars for 1986, an increase ot 7,127,000 dinars, or 6.74 percent. The 
proposed budget for equipment is as follows: programs: 49,521,000 dinars; 
obligation credits: 136,774,000 dinars; payment credits: 135,000,000 dinars. 
[Text] [Tunis LE TEMPS in French 25 Dec 86 p 4] 8735/9312 


STUDENT PROTEST OVER GABES--Following the sentences handed down against the 
National School of Engineers students accused of violently assaulting a Des- 
tourian student, students in all parts of the university became active and 
organized protest strikes. It appears that some students in Gabes have em- 
barked on a hunger strike. In university quarters in Tunisia, sporadic 
strikes were launched on Wednesday, then a general strike was declared on 
Thursday 5 February along with the public meetings that accompanied that. 
[Text] [Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 13 Feb 87 p 4] 


LEFTIST STUDENT CONFERENCE--Leftwing students in the Faculty of Law held a 
general meeting Friday 6 February in which they raised the need for the 
holding of the 18th exceptional conference of the General Federation of Stu- 
dents of Tunisia. Unanimity was expressed on the holding of the conference, 
although a dispute occurred over the way of holding this conference, since 
some parties insisted on electing "temporary union organizations" while ano- 
ther party considered that these organizations were elected 2 years ago and 
therefore their re-election was not at issue, but rather it was necessary to 
proceed with the holding of the conference. [Text] [Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 
13 Feb 87 p 4] 


LEBANESE COMMUNIST PARIY--Mr Boujemaa Rmili, member of the Tunisian Commu- 
nist Party command, represented the party at the latest conference of the 
Lebanese Communist Party, which was held recently in Lebanon. [Text] [Tunis 
AL-RA'Y in Arabic 13 Feb 87 p 4] 


NEWSPAPER EMPLOYEE SUSPENDED--Mr Lotfi Ben Amor, an employee in the newspa- 
per AL-TARIQ AL-JADID, was detained Tuesday 3 February then released after 3 
days. Mr Mohamed Harmel, first secretary of the Tunisian Communist Party, 
sent a telegram to the minister of the interior stating "In the name of the 
Tunisian Communist Party, I am lodging a harsh protest over the detention of 
Comrade Lotfi Ben Amor for a period of 3 days in the state security head- 
quarters." Mr Mohamed Harmel considered that this suspension is to be viewed 
as an infringement on the freedom of the Communist Party. [Text] [Tunis AL- 
RA'Y in Arabic 13 Feb 87 p 4] 
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IRAQ 


AL-THAWRAH ON IRANIAN VIOLATION OF PEACE CONDITIONS 
JN241137 Baghdad INA in Arabic 0730 GMT 24 Feb 87 


[Excerpts] Baghdad, 24 February (INA)--The Iraqi newspapers today were 
unanimous that the Iranian rulers themselves are responsible for all the 
consequences of their violation of Iraq's conditions in Iraq for stopping the 
Iranian cities. 


The newspaper AL-THAWRAH, organ of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, says: 
Iran's criminal rulers have lost the opportunity given to them by strong, 
capable Iraq to redress their stand toward the peace issue and to adopt a new 
stand in harmony with the international law and the five principles which were 
announced by President Saddam Husayn on 2 August last year regarding the 
establishment of a comprehensive and lasting peace between the two countries. 


AL~THAWRAH adds: Through words and deeds, the Iranian rulers have proved that 
they do not want to take advantage of this opportunity, and that they insist 
on continuing their aggressive evil course against the Iraqi people through 
their violation of the fair humanitarian conditions contained in Iraq's 
decision to stop the bombing of Iranian cities for two weeks. 


AL-THAWRAH points out: Regardless of the Iranian rulers’ arrogant actions and 
criminal acts, the Iranian peoples must have realized during the past few days 
that there is an actual possibility of achieving lasting and comprehensive 
peace with Iraq. Moreover, the Iranian peoples must also have realized that 
the Zionist Iranian regime is the side which hampers the achievement of peace 
with Iraq and the establishment of normal relations between the two countries 
based on good-neighborliness, mutual respect, and the noninterference in each 
other's affairs. 


Concluding, the paper says: There is nothing new in the Iranian regime's 
behavior whether regarding its wasting of the peace opportunity or regarding 
its new defeated aggression in the III Army Corps sector. On the contrary, 
the Iranian regime's criminal behavior appears to be in harmony with its evil 
nature, structure, and intentions, and with its expansionist hostile course. 
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IRAQ 


IRAQI PAPER URGES LRAN TO MAKE MOST OF BOMBING HALT 
JN210953 Baghdad INA in Arabic 0800 GMT 21 Feb 87 


[Text] Baghdad, 21 February (INA)--An Iraqi newspaper has called on the 
Iranian rulers to take advantage of the opportunity afforded by Iraq's 
decision to stop bombing the Iranian cities for two weeks to review their 
calculations, take stock of their illusions, and reconsider their expansionist 
ambitions and aggressive objectives and intentions. 


In today's editorial, the Baghdad newspaper AL-JUMHURIYAH says: Iraq's 
decision is a precious opportunity for the Iranian rulers to retreat from the 
trouble they got themselves into when they chose Iraq as a target for their 
expansionist ambitions. They themselves have discovered that Iraq is stronger 
and greater than their attempts to coerce it. They tried this for seven years 
and they got only disappointment and collapse, and their people reaped only 
death and destruction. 


AL-JUMHURIYAH adds: Iraq's decision will allow those rulers and Iran's 
wisemen to feel the benefits of peace and security, to differentiate between 
these benefits and the tragedies of war, and to remember that they are in 
charge of a people who do not need bloody plans in their heads, but are in 
need of development, progress, and salvation from anxiety and fear. 


AL-~JUMHURIYAH stresses that the Iranian rulers must notice that this decision, 
coming as it did after Iraq's victory in the Great Harvest battles, means that 
there are genuine possibilities to achieve a just, honorable peace; to close 
the chapter of war; to open a new chapter of mutual respect, good 
neighborliness, and noninterference in internal affairs; and to move toward 
construction, development, progress, security, and stability, which are needed 
by the Iranian peoples more than by any others in the region. 


AL-JUMHURIYAH concludes: If the Iranian rulers continue to act harshly and 
stupidly they must remember that Iraq made its decision at the peak of its 
strength and capability, while their regime is at the lowest point of its 
defeat, failure, and fumbling. If they do not take this opportunity, they 
will be the victims of their own conceit, stubbornness, grounds, and dark 
ideas. Iraq will then smash their eroding regime and pound their dens in a 
manner they have never experienced before. Iraq will not stop doing this 
until they are completely destroyed. 


/12913 
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ISRAEL 


JOURNALISTS REVIEW ISRAEL-SOUTH AFRICA RELATIONS 
TA210852 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 20 Feb 87 p 17 


[Article by Yosi Melman and Dan Raviv: "To Lower the Volume and Keep a Low 
Profile" ] 


[Excerpts] The date when the U.S. President is supposed to submit to the 
congress a report on the military aid extended to South Africa is drawing near. 
The nearer it gets, the more nervous people in Jerusalem's government corridors 
become. The contacts on this matter between the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv and 
the Israeli authorities are gaining momentum. If one may liken relations 
between Washington and Jerusalem in recent years to the discovery of a mine- 
field-—-Israeli scientific-technological espionage, the activities of 

Jonathan Pollard in the United States in particular; the deep involvement in 
the arms consignments to Iran; and the funds to the contras—-then the 

South African issue is the next mine which may trouble the good relations 
between the two countries. The effort to neutralize this potential mine is 
one of the important goals in Prime Minister Shamir's visit to the United 
States these days. "Israel on this matter finds itself between a rock and a 
hard place," we were told by a senior Israeli official handling the issue. 

If Israel adopts too extensive antiapartheid initiatives economic-military- 
strategic damage will be caused to its relation with Pretoria, and this may 
anger President Reagan. However, if Israel does not adopt the necessary moves 
it will infuriate the U.S. black community and Congress, which is controlled 
by the Democrats. Israel may find itself embarking on a course of confronta- 
tion to the point of losing the $1.8 billion military aid extended to it 
annually. Some in Israel hope that following Pollardgate and Irangate Israel 
will not find itself in a new "South Africagate" storm. 


This fear and dilemma have sparked a sharp confrontation in recent weeks in 

the Israeli leadership over the question of how to treat South Africa, what 
policy to adopt. The Jerusalem policymakers were divided into two groups. 

One, led by Foreign Ministry Political Director General Dr Yosi Beilin, 

adopted the approach of demanding that Israel join the leading Western countries 
on this issue, and impose political, economic, and military sanctions. 

Dr Beilin, who belongs in the moderate, dovish wing of the Labor Party, believes 
that Israel must not lag behind the West on this. In a position paper he 
prepared he proposed that like most of the Western countries Israel restrict its 
economic ties with South Africa, in the framework of a "disinvestment" process. 
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Among other things he proposed that Israel ban the import of krugerrand gold 
coins; stop the El Al flights to this country; cease exchanging political, 
economic and sports and youth delegations; try, with the help of the trade 
unions there, to strengthen its relations with the black community; and join 
in the condemnation of the apartheid regime. Beilin and the supporters of 
this moralistic approach were faced with a large front of supporters of the 
realistic political approach. This front is led by Defense Minister 

Yitzhaq Rabin, Minister 'Ezer Weizman, Industry and Trade Minister Ari'el 
Sharon, Minister Moshe Arens, Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir, and with minor 
reservation, also Foreign Minister Shim'on Peres. The fact that they are all 
past and present defense ministers who have been involved in one way or 
another with forming the military ties with South Africa is not accidental. 
They, like others, indeed condemn the apartheid regime, but the Shamir-Peres- 
Rabin triumvirate imposed its opinion on this matter too and neutralized the 
moralistic approach. In fact, right from the beginning the moralistic approach 
stood no chance against the heavy front facing it. At a certain stage the 
dispute between the approaches was sharply expressed when, in a meeting with 
journalists, Yitzhaq Rabin attacked Yosi Beilin, saying that "a minor official 
will not dictate a policy to the government." As in past cases, decisions 

on this matter were made in an atmosphere of secrecy and suspicion, and, 
contrary to practice in the United States, the decisionmakers did not feel 
committed to give an account to the public on this. Journalists are requested 
by politicians and other interest groups not to write on this "sensitive 
matter" lest the "national interest" be harmed. There is no talk whatsoever 
on military issues in this context, and information on this sphere comes mainly 
from reports in foreign magazines on army and weapons affairs, as well as 

from reports by the international Strategic Studies Institute in London. 
Nevertheless, it is clear that reference is to complex relations, with the money 
involved reaching hundreds of millions of dollars over the years. The Israeli 
obsession with keeping relations with South Africa behind closed doors is so 
great that a mysterious blackout is imposed even on unclassified and theoreti- 
cally simple economic data published by the Central Bureau of Statistics on 
trade relations between the two countries. 


The new policy shaping up in Israel was defined by Simcha Dinitz, who heads a 
subcommittee studying the South African issue on behalf of the Knesset Foreign 
Affairs and Defense Committee, as “deprofilization" [last word written in 
English]. In other words, the special strategic relations between Israel 

and South Africa will continue hut with a low profile and with an attempt to 
restrict the military involvement so as not to cause difficulty in Israeli- 
U.S. relations, and especially in order not to anger the Congress. 


By contrast, it was decided to continue all ties in the civilian sphere 
between the two countries in the meantime. At a certain stage the possibility 
of moving the aviation line from South Africa to neighboring Swaziland was 
examined. It was finally decided however to continue with El Al flights to 
Johannesburg twice a week. This is the most profitable line of Israel's 
national carrier. The economic relations too will continue as usual. In 

1985 bilateral trade totaled $225 million. Israel purchased from South Africa 
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goods and services amounting to $165 million and sold goods and services 

to South Africa amounting to $65 million. [Figures as published] Almost 
final data indicate that the trade balance for 1986 will increase and reach 
nearly $300 million. 


Cheap South African coal feeds the Hadera power plant, and nearly half of 

the total sum of Israel's imports in 1986, about $110 million, is not 
specified in the documents of the Central Bureau of Statistics, although 

it has been learned from authoritative sources that it involves steel and 
iron. The records also makes no mention of the fact that most of the raw 
diamonds, amounting to a billion dollars annually, for the use of the diamond 
industry (the third biggest industry in Israel after the defense and citrus 
industries) are purchased from the South African Debeers concern through its 
marketing company in London. The most important items Israel sells to 

South Africa are chemicals, magnesium and foodstuffs. 


Leading Israeli electronics companies such as Tadiran, as well as the large 
Koor and Klal concerns have representations in South Africa. Several partner- 
shins have also been set up in recent years. One of the largest is that of 

the Iskoor company which imports steel from South Africa and processes it in 

a plant in Qiryat Gat. The most embarrassing point in the economic relations 
sphere is that most of the economic ties are concentrated in the hands of 
companies which belong in the Histadrut which is a member of the Free Trade 
Unions International which decided to impose economic sanctions on South Africa 
a few years ago. 


Some of the ties and partnerships help South Africa bypass the economic boycott 
imposed on it. Up until recently it was possible to relate to this as a rumor 
rather than proven information. However, about a week ago a committee operating 
on behalf of the U.S. President published a report which clearly states this. 
This is not the report that will be submitted to congress on 1 April, but 
another report on behalf of the President, who is known for his firm opposition 
to imposing sanctions on South Africa. So, for example, a metal factory of 
Kibbutz Hanita buys drills and work tools from South Africa and exports them 

to Japan, Korea, the EEC and the United States without any "made in Israel" 

or "made in South Africa" labels. These are ties which Israel prefers to 

keep away from the public eye, but the main fear in Israel is of the exposure 
of the bilateral military-technological relations. 


At the beginning of 1974 the Yitzhaq Rabin-led government upgraded its 
representation in South Africa from the consulate level to embassy level. 
That same year Defense Minister Moshe Dayan and Major General Hayim Herzog 
paid a secret visit to Pretoria. Bilateral trade relations also increased. 
Following the UN resolution which defined Zionism as a racist movement 
South Africa appointed its first ambassador to Tel Aviv in November 1975. 
At the beginning of 1976 then Defense Minister Shim'on Peres visited 
Pretoria, again secretly, and invited Prime Minister John Vorster for an 
official visit to Israel. The visit took place in April 1976. Details on 
Vorster's visit and the agreements signed between the two countries appear 
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in a book by British journalist James Adams titled "The Unnatural Alliance: 
Israel and South Africa" that was published in London in 1984. Vorster 

then met with Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin and with the political and defense 
leadership in Israel. At the end of his visit he signed a series of commercial 
and military agreements as well as a memorandum on scientific-technological 
cooperation, particularly in the sphere of exchange of know-how and training 

of physicists. In return, South Africa sells to Israel the uranium that is 
vital for developing Israel's nuclear capability. 


Over the last 10 years since Vorster's visit to Israel the bilateral military 
ties have become stronger and unique. However, in contrast with the myth 
prevalent in the international media, Israel is not considered a large arms 
supplier for South Africa. In this respect there is a great deal of similarity 
between Israel's wishes and South Africa's aspirations. When arms suppliers, 
especially France, imposed an embargo on Israel after the 6-day War, Israel 
began a drive to establish its own military industry and was not averse to 
attempts to steal technological-military know-how (A French Mirage plane from 

a plant in Switzerland and missile boats from the Cherbourgshipyards in France). 
Similarly, after a military embargo was imposed on it in the 1970's, South Africa 
too wanted to purchase or steal know-how and technology and not the arms 
themselves. Israel agreed to help it in that. The Israeli contribution was 
very important in the development of the ("Armscor") South African arms 
industry. A series of agreements in the sphere of research and development 

were signed between the two countries and have proven mutually beneficial. 
Israel which always needs money for its research and development work got the 
necessary funding, while South Africa received the know-how it needs to return 
for its money. 


These agreements stipulate that South Africa finance some of the system develop- 
ment projects. In return it receives licenses for the production of the weapon 
systems it initiated and developed. In the framework of these agreements the 
"Uzi" and "Galil" submachine guns of Israel's Military Industries are produced 
in South Africa. 


Another agreement which was signed during Vorster's visit was in the maritime 
sphere. South Africa purchased three "Reshef''-type missile ships from the 
Haifa shipyards, and in return received a license to produce another similar 
nine ships at the (Sanduk Ostral) shipyards at Durban's port. These ships 

are called "Minister" in South Africa and are equipped with "Scorpion" sea-to- 
sea missiles. This type of missile is the South African version of the 
"Gabriel" missile of the Israeli Aircraft Industries and is produced with a 
license of course. 


Israel also aided South Africa by transferring U.S.-made 155-millimeter cannons 
to it. A U.S. arms company called "Space Research Corporation" sold then to 
Israel, and Israel, with the help of arms dealers Sha‘'ul Eisenberg (according 
to journalist James Adams) sold the know-how for the production of the cannon 
to South Africa. According to Adams, it in fact involved unique cooperation 
between Israeli arms dealers, the CIA, and Pentagon and State Department 
officials to smuggle the technology to the (Armscor) plants. Again, according 
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to the British journalist's book, this cannon can also fire shells with 
nuclear warheads. In 1980 then Defense Minister 'Ezer Weizman visited 
Pretoria to tiy to arouse the South Africans’ interest in cooperating in 
the Lavi project, Israel's future fighter plane. However, surprisingly 
enough, the commanders of the South African Air Force rejected the proposal 
to take part in financing the research and development of the 

plane. They claimed that the plane is too sophisticated 

and does not suit their needs. Instead, an agreement was reached on 
cooperating in financing part of the avionics of the Israel-made Kfir plane. 
The South African plane that was rolled out a few months ago is called 
"Cheetah" and reminds military experts of the design of the Kfir. 


Another kind of cooperation involved training of military teams of the Air 
Force, Navy and security services of South Africa. Israel, which has acquired 
a great deal of experience in the sphere of intelligence and counterterrorism 
sent experts to train the South Africans in their battle against the SWAPO 
underground fighters in Namibia and the "African National Congress of 

South Africa.” The British magazine ECONOMIST claimed that about 20 such 
experts were staying in South Africa in the early 1980's, at the peak of the 
cooperation. 


The U.S. target date, 1 April, led Defense Minister Yitzhaq Rabin to travel to 
Pretoria about a month ago in order to explain to the South African leaders 

the problems which Israel is facing. Rabin explained that Israel's relations 
with South Africa are an important and sensitive matter which deserves quiet 
and cautious treatment. The attempt to deal with the issue through the high 
profile suggested in Yosi Beilin's moralistic approach may, in Rabin's opinion, 
cause damage to Israel's economic and security interests. It was explained 

to the South African Government that from now on a new policy of deprofiliza- 
tion [last word in English] will be adopted. 


It is clear to the Jerusalem decisionmakers that they will have to change the 
nature of relations with South Africa. The risk of a confrontation with the 
U.S. Congress is lesser [as published] in their eyes than the benefits Israel 
enjoys and the opportunities inherent in relations with Pretoria. However, 
it is clear to them that it will take a long time to end this relationship. 
"Relations between us can be likened to a Gordian knot that will require 

a long time to untie," a senior Jerusalem official said. In the meantime, 
until this knot is untied, relations will not be stopped but rechanneled to 
other spheres. 


It was decided in Jerusalem in the meantime to limit the presence of advisers 
and technicians to the absolute minimum with an eye to recalling all Israeli 
advisers in the future. No new contracts will be signed in the security and 
military spheres. Prime Minister Shamir is taking advantage of his visit 

to Washington to explain to President Reagan and especially the congress that 
Israel is not violating the arms embargo on South Africa because it is not 
selling arms to it but is rather tied to it through agreements on technological 
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research and the transfer of know-how. Yitzhaq Shamir stresses that Israel 
does not intend to renew these contracts when they expire, and until then 
it cannot risk violating existing agreements due to possible legal suits 
which may amount to hundreds of millions of dollars. 


Israel also claims that its relations with South Africa are a "special case" 
due to the presence of a large Jewish community there of about 120,000 people. 
Most of the members of the community who support the Progressive Federal 
Party, which is in opposition to the National People's Party, have a record 
of opposition to apartheid. Thanks to the good relations formed with 
Jerusalem over the years the Pretoria authorities allow each of the Jews to 
take out up to 100,000 rand (about $30,000), as well as allowing all of them 
to invest up to $40 million in industry and construction in Israel. The 
Israeli leaders have already expressed the fear that a change for the worse 
in relations with the Pretoria Government may bring about the cancellation 
of these special agreements. 


In this regard it is feared in Israel that the conditions experienced by the 
South African Jews may deteriorate in the future and resemble that of Jews 

in countries such as Syria and Iran. They may become a scapegoat of the 
regime which occasionally manifests anti-semitic sentiments as well. The Jews 
may personally experience the change in the political climate, and although 
most of them prefer to emigrate to Western countries and not to Israel they 
may become the target for their government's fury due to worsening relations 
with Israel. 


However, Israel's strongest argument involves pointing out the hypocrisy. 
"This is unparalled hypocrisy," Binyamin Netanyahu, Israel's UN ambassador 
said. He was referring to European countries, including the Netherlands, 
Sweden, France, and Britain, who continue to secretly supply arms to Pretoria 
directly or indirectly despite the embargo. A memorandum prepared by the 
Israeli UN delegation also states that Arab countries such as Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, and even Khomeyni's Iran, that attack Israel for its 
relations with South Africa, have for years shipped oil to the South African 
ports. According to the list, no less than 911 oil tankers that left the 
Arab countries called on South Africa ports between 1980 and 1986. 


Israel is then faced with an uneasy decision. This, as always, will not be 
a clear-cut decision entailing a choice between black and white but rather 
settling for a grey compromise. Relations with South Africa will be restricted 
and moderated. However, one way or another, as long as this does not truly 
endanger its relations with the United States and the other Western countries, 
Israel will not adopt drastic measures. Foreign Minister Peres expressed 

this position by stressing that "Israel will join in the policy adopted by 

the West. However, since we are not a leading power we will not be among 

the initiators. This policy may indeed be accepted in Washington, which 
continues to import--as THE NEW YORK TIMES writes this week in an article 
entitled "Morals and Minerals" [last three words transliterated from the 
English]--uranium and cobalt! as well as other materials vital for the 

U.S. industry, from South Africa. 
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A U.S. senator who deals with the issue of relations with Pretoria has 
recently said to an Israeli friend that "Israel should avoid conspicuous 
isolation in its relations with South Africa." In other words, as long as 
Israel finds itself in the company of Western countries such as France 

and Britain as far as relations with South Africa are concerned, even the 
most strict congressmen will find it difficult to fault it for aiding a 
racist regime. In such a case, it will become clear once again that all 

the pessimists in the local government and in the media have been proven 
wrong. Reality and political realism are stronger than any outcry. 

However, at the same time, danger may develop as a result of the heedlessness 
which characterizes the decisionmakers in Israel. Past experience has shown 
that they do not seriously consider potential dangers, and more than once, 
due to “an overdose of wisdom," they adopted a policy of "smart guys playing 
shrewd tricks." They should be warned against displaying this syndrome on 
the South Africa issue as well. The risks involved are too big for the matter 
to turn into a political-military poker game. 


[Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew on 20 February in a page one, 200-word report by 
political correspondent Yosi Melman adds: "Israel is afraid of losing 
approximately $0.5 billion if it has to severe relations with South Africa 
immediately. Most of the damage would be sustained by the military industries 
and particularly the Israel Aircraft Industry. This emerges from a research 
article on relations between the two countries that is published in DAVAR 
today." Senior monitor confirms that these specifics are not contained in the 
passages omitted from the page 1/7 report provided above, or in any other report 
published in this issue] 


/8309 
CSO: 4400/162 


46 











ISRAEL 


SPANISH GOVERNMENT BLOCKING BID EFFORTS 
TA231505 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1300 GMT 23 Feb 87 


[Text] The Spanish Government is making it difficult for Israeli companies 
trying to win international bids in Spain, despite the fact that Israel has 
an advantage both in terms of quality and price. 


Our correspondent Menahem Friedman has learned that the Elscint Company 
recently lost several bids for selling computerized scanners to Spanish 
hospitals because of the intervention of the Spanish Government. 


Moshe Shoham, the trade attache in the Israeli Embassy in Madrid, told our 
correspondent that the Spanish Government is making it difficult for other 
Israeli companies as well. He said that Israel should conduct its negotia- 
tions with Spain over both the latter's entrance to the EEC and the benefits 
it is to receive in Israel, and not to divide these issues, as the Spanish 
Government wants to, into separate discussions. Mr Shoham said that the 
benefits to Spain must be made conditional upon solving the problems of 
Israeli exports to Spain. 
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ISRAEL 


RELIGIOUS 'AWAKENING' IN WEST BANK NOTED 
TA061949 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 6 Mar 87 p B3 
[Commentary by Uri Nir: "The Awakening West Bank" 


[Text] Slowly but surely the West Bank is awakening to a religious—Muslim 
revival. In the West Bank one cannot yet see public and ideological Muslim 
activities as widespread as in Gaza, or influential fanatic religious 
organizations such as those operating in the Gaza Strip. Neither has a 
Muslim football league such as that established in the Galilee been set up 
in the West Bank. However, there are plenty of other expressions of an 
Islamic awakening and back-to-religion movement. 


On the one hand, a strengthening of the Muslim establishment in the West Bank 
led by the WAQF apparatus is evident. This apparatus is part of the Jordanian 
governmental system and, as Jordan's influence in the area increases-~-as has 
indeed been happening lately--so does that of the WAGQ. By definition and 
because of King Husayn's fight against Muslim fundamentalism in his country, 
the WAGF's religious establishment does not advocate a radical-fanatic Islam. 
Rather, its activities usually manage to convey a traditional-religious aura, 
strengthening conservative social trends and particularly fighting incidents 
of corruption and disreputable social conduct. 


There is ample evidence of a strengthening of activities of the Muslim 
religious establishment in the West Bank: 


--In Tulkarm, leaders of the town's religious council persuaded Mayor Hilmi Hanun 
to close down several movie theaters that were showing "obscene films." 
Explaining that the reference was to films in which women are shown naked, 

Hanun even proposed setting up a review board to censor any suspected obscene 
film. 


--From its offices in the Old City of Jerusalem, the Supreme Muslim Council 
has recently begun sending missionaries who make the rounds of cafes and games 
parlors, calling on patrons to mend their ways and go to mosque every day 
rather than waste their time on card games. 
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--About 2 months ago, Muslim fanatics in Nabulus dispersed a meeting of the 
board of trustees of Al-najah University which they considered wanton and 
ostentatious. 


--A bustling market of Islamic religious artifacts, which offers a variety 

of religious books, posters, prayer mats, and even cassettes of religious 
songs and Koran chapters, has sprung up in Jerusalem near the Al-aqsa Mosque-- 
considered the second holiest shrine of Islam--with the encouragement of 

the Supreme Muslim Council. A large store of Muslim religious books, mostly 
imported from Egypt, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia, opened about a month ago on 
Hagay Street in the Old City, near Temple Mount. There is a large variety, 
prices are low, and the store is doing a brisk business. 


These are just a few examples. On the other hand, fanatic religious organiza- 
tions have been gaining strength along with the traditional Muslim religious 
establishment. In this area, the influence comes mainly from the Gaza Strip. 
Religious activities there are very developed and prosperous and have yielded 
numerous injurious results, such as terrorist gangs whose members boast a 
Khomeynistic-fundamentalist ideology and put into practice the precept of armed 
jihad (holy war). 


Contrary to the Gaza Strip, where Muslim radical activists meticulously preserve 
the sectarian ideological differences of the various factions, almost all Muslim 
fanatics in the West Bank operate under the aegis of the "Muslim Brotherhood." 
The differentiations among the various factions and organizations that are 
usually imported from Egypt into the Gaza Strip are not discernible in the 

West Bank. Here, because of various reasons, Islamic organizations bear 
religious-national characteristics. The Muslim religious element in the 
national liberation struggle features prominently in the ideological world of 
religious-national activists, but they still regard the struggle as being of a 
national character. The ideological motivation as well as the symbols and the 
values are all religious, but the goal is to a large extent similar to that 

of other political groups: the establishment of a Palestinian state, even if 
only as one stage on the way to achieving Islamic political unity. Most Muslim 
activists in the West Bank would probably agree that a temporary postponement 

of the establishment of a Muslim state, to come only after the establishment 

of an independent Palestinian state, is inevitable. 


The strengthening of the religious-nationalist camp in the West Bank, particu- 
larly among the young, is mainly evident in the strengthening of the Muslim 
blocs in the universities. In the absence of other means to analyze the 
political inclinations and ideas of youths in the territories, elections to 
the student councils in the universities are a rather reliable indicator. 


In last year's elections the "Islamic blocs" identified with the "Muslim 
Brotherhood" gained a real edge over their pro-PLO and leftist adversaries 
on all the campuses in the West Bank. At Hebron University ("The Islamic 
College"), the Islamic bloc even outdid the PLO supporters and won eight out 
of nine seats on the council. Most voters heeded the call of the Islamic 
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bloc, which tried to explain the difference between itself and its adver- 
saries in its election leaflets: "We are not putting ourselves but our 
Islam to a vote, at a time when others are putting only themselves and a 
decaying, mundane platform to a vote. We derive our strength from heaven, 
whereas others derive their strength from their own feeble souls. We offer 
a steadfast and deep-rooted path, whereas others offer a baseless and weak 
way. We strive for divine unity whereas others favor a flesh-and-blood, 
separatist-partisan association." 


The leaflets distributed at Hebron University also assailed the notion of 
pan-Arab nationalism (in Arabic: qawmiyah). The ideology of the "Muslim 
Brotherhood" portrays this notion as an obsolete political goal that runs 
counter to the supreme goals of Islamic spiritual unity. The Palestinian 
"Muslim Brotherhood" accepts a different type of nationalism, of a territorial 
essence (in Arabic: wataniyah) but only one that emphasizes religious aspects. 
They do not relate to the piece of land itself but rather to the religious 
significance of the holy shrines, and they are driven by religion in conjunction 
with a series of Muslim ideological symbols and values. 


One can draw a thorough analysis of the Palestinian religious—nationalist camp, 
along with its symbols and ambitions, from "Muslim Brotherhood" publications 
both in and outside the territories. The pamphlet "The Palestinian Problem 
From the Muslim Point of View" which is sold in East Jerusalem--but was 
apparently printed in the Gaza Strip (it is hard to tell because the name of 
the author, publishing house, and date of issue do not appear)--faithfully 
reflects the ideology of the Palestinian "Muslim Brothers.'"' In order to remove 
any doubt about the religious inclination of the author, the first paragraph 
of the pamphlet consists of a sharp argument with the ideology of the funda- 
mentalist-Khomyenistic factions of Islam. "They believe that the establishment 
of an Islamic state in the region would put a final end to the problem and 
would return Palestine to its owners within a few hours. However, if you 

were to esk them about the nature of the Islamic state they would like, you 
would only get one answer: This is not something we should think about or plan. 
Unfortunately, those people fail to realize the situation they are in and 

the means at their disposal. They do not understand the nature of the struggle 
currently being waged over the Muslim motherland and the role the Palestinian 
problem currently plays in this struggle." 


The Palestinian problem is described as a temporary stage in the Islamic war 
against the nor-Muslim forces. Israel, which is also a temporary entity, is 
merely the venomous spearhead of the West, communism, Marxism, and even of 
non-Islamic regimes in the Arab world. When the Muslim jihad fighters 
overcome these forces, the Palestinian problem will have been solved and a 
new chapter in Muslim history written. 


Another book, more extreme and blunt, which sells very well in the Islamic 
bookstores around the Temple Mount, is "The Muslim Movement and the Palestine 
Problem." This book, which was published in Jordan 2 years ago, was also 
written in the spirit of "Muslim Brotherhood" ideology. In this case, however, 
the religious emphasis overrides the nationalist one. The Jew (and not the 





50 

















Zionist or the Israeli) is the avowed enemy: "Only Islam can clearly 
illuminate the way in which we should tackle our enemies--the Jews and their 
supporters." The pages reek of anti-semitism of the most blatant and primitive 
kind which is dubiously anchored in quotes from the Koran. Just a few 
examples will suffice to give an idea about the content: 


"The Jews have base characteristics which contradict all human moral values... 
they are a phoney and stubborn people who know no mercy...a coward and feeble 
people..corrupt and corrupting...contemptible, accursed, and treacherous"--and 
the list runs on. "And perhaps," writes author Ziyad Abu ‘Anayma, "their 
experience with Hitler in the 20th century proves that God's threat to the 
Israelites is still hovering and will continue to hover over them forever and 
ever."" Hence, the conclusion is: "Islam firmly emphasizes that the only way 
to tackle the Jewish enemy is war, a war that is anchored in the scriptures 

of the Koran." 


In the same bookstore where this book is sold, on Hagay Street in the Old City 
of Jerusalem, one can find a surprising array of anti-semitic propaganda 
publications, most of them printed in Egypt. In the basement, a bearded youth 
frantically copies dozens of cassettes a day, all of them dealing with Islam: 
songs of Muslim dervishes (members of mystic fraternities), Koran chapters read 
by prominent clerics, and so forth. The most popular cassette is that of the 
group "Zajjal" from Gaza, which sings religious—nationalist songs based on 
folkloric Muslim tunes with the jarring accompaniment of a lone tambourine. 

The lyrics of the songs paint a strong picture of the world of the Islamic 
revolutionary youths: ''Paradise calls on the pure people/to rid the temple of 
infidels." "Making peace with the oppressors is not my way/and he who 
collaborates with the oppressors is not an Arab/ my motto is one: the blood 

of the victims saturating the land of our forefathers/ and the sword of war that 
always calls on us." "Oh, my people, liberate thy homeland with your relegion/ 
and with the battling sword until you encounter your creator." "Palestine, 

do not be sad, rest assured/ with the help of the sword and the Koran we will 
regain you forever." 


In the last few months the security authorities in the territories have been 
troubled by the combination of Koran and sword. It would seem that so far the 
security forces had very little information about the scope and nature of the 
fanatic Muslim organizations in the West Bank, and only recently has the 
relation between some of these groups and known terrorist elements, particu- 
larly Fatah activists, become clear. The latter tend to exploit the religious 
zeal of Muslim fanatics to recruit them to the cause of armed struggle. 

In the last few weeks there have been sweeping arrests of Muslim activists, 
mostly university students in the West Bank who were organized in clandestine 
cells and who called themselves "Islamic Jihad." Incidentally, among them 
were five Israeli Arabs from the Galilee, students at the Islamic College in 
Hebron. It seems that the only connection between the latter and the 
Khomeynistic "Islamic Jihad" operating in Lebanon is in the name. In fact 
this is an active faction of "Muslim Brotherhood." Most of those arrested-- 





some say over 50--were taken for interrogations, apparently in order to 
gather information, and only a few of them have been brought to trial on 
charges of being members of a hostile organization. 


Attention should be paid to Defense Minister Yitzhaq Rabin's remarks on the 
issue. In a meeting with correspondents covering the territories 2 weeks 

ago, he said he took a very serious view of the possibility that the religious 
motive in the region might develop and strengthen. ‘'Immanu'‘el Sivan, an 
Arabist who has been studying radical Islam and who is familiar with the 
situation in the territories, says he find the limited incidence of 

religious escalation among Muslims in the West Bank rather baffling. "I would 
not be surprised," Sivan says, "if it were to gather momentum in the future." 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


FOREIGN MINISTRY APPOINTMENTS--Yesha'yahu 'Anug, the Foreign Ministry's 

deputy director-general for Western Europe, on Friday was appointed assistant 
director-general, replacing Hanan Bar'on, who has retired from the ministry. 
"Anug will be in charge of the departments dealing with North America, Western 
and Eastern Europe, including the Soviet Union. Yosef Hadas, who is winding 
up his posting as Israel's ambassador to Brussels, has been appointed deputy 
director-general in charge of Asia and Africa. He is replacing Avi Primor, 
who will take up an ambassadorial posting in Europe. Yehezqel Barne'a, who 
was Israel's head of mission in Athens, has been appointed deputy director- 
general for international organizations. He will be responsible for relations 
with the International Committee of the Red Cross and Amnesty, among other 
bodies. Shamay Kahana, who is winding up his posting as ambassador to 
Denmark, has been appointed deputy director-general for special assignments. 
Moshe Arad, who is completing his tour of duty as ambassador to Mexico, has 
been appointed deputy director-general for North America. [Text] [Jerusalem 
THE JERUSALEM POST in English 8 Mar 87 p 2 TA] /8309 


EXPORTED GOODS TO PAKISTAN VIA INDIA--Israel has been exporting industrial goods 
to Pakistan. The items involved are saws geared to specially tough materials. 
Our correspondent Menahem Friedman reports that the Tulgal Plant from Kibbutz 
Deganya A exported $100,000-worth of marble-cutting saws to Pakistan last year. 
The saws were specially adapted to the kind of marble that can be found in 
Pakistan. The exporting has been done through India. [Text] [Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in Hebrew 1600 GMT 9 Mar 87] /8309 


POPULATION DEMOGRAPHICS PROJECTED--The number of Jews in Israel's population 
will gradually decline during the coming years. Projections prepared by the 
Central Bureau of Statistics indicate that in 2010, the percentage of Jews in 
Israel's overall population will reach 76.3 percent compared to 82.5 percent at 
the end of 1985. The projections predict that in the year 2000, Israel's 
population will number about 5.4 million people, of which 4.2 million will be 
Jews; while in 2010, Israel's population will number 6.16 million people, of 
which 4.7 million will be Jews. It also transpires that in the next few 

years, a change is expected to take place in the age composition of the popula- 
tion. The number of youngsters up to age 15 will decrease, the number of old 
people will remain stable, while an increase will be recorded in the number of 
people aged 45 to 64. The implication of this data is that the ratio between 
the population eligible for government support and the working population 

will gradually decrease. [Text] [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 27 Feb 87 p 3] 
/8309 
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ETHIOPIAN IMMIGRATION--Prime Minister Shamir this afternoon told representatives 
of Ethopian immigrants that the government was doing everything possible to 
reunite families of the community. Hundreds of Ethiopian immigrants demonstrated 
today outside the Prime Minister's Office, urging the Israel Government to work 
more intensively for the emigration of thousands of Jews still in Ethiopia. 

The prime minister also said that efforts were now being concentrated on 
mustering public opinion abroad on behalf of the community. Some measures 

taken were secret, he added. After the talk with community representatives 

the demonstrators outside dispersed quietly. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic 

Service in Hebrew 1800 GMT 1 Mar 87] /8309 


EGYPTIAN JOURNALISTS BOYCOTT--The Egyptian Journalists’ Association on Friday 
voted to reaffirm a 1985 resolution calling for a boycott of Israeli journalists 
and newspapers. Friday's resolution also stipulated that disciplinary measures 
would be taken against Egyptian journalists who violated the ban. [Text] 
[Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 8 Mar 87 p 2] /8309 


MILITARY ATTACHE TO CANADA--The Canadian Government is delaying its recognition 
of the IDF military attache for North America, General ‘Amos Yaron. The 

Voice of Israel's Washington correspondent says that the U.S. Administration 

is also considering denying diplomatic credentials to Yaron because of his 
involvement in the massacre at the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps during the 
Lebanese war. Canada has announced that it is seeking greater neutrality in 
the Middle East conflict and will no longer exchange intelligence information 
with Israel on regional matters pursuant to those ends. [Text] [Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 3 Mar 87] /8309 


DIRECT DIALING TO EGYPT INCOMPLETE--The Bereq telephone company says it is still 
not prepared to implement direct dialing between Israel and Egypt, despite the 
agreement reached between the two countries while Foreign Minister Peres was in 
Cairo. The company said the electronic system for this is not yet complete. 

It added that there is also no agreement on the division of income for calls 
between the two countries. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 

0500 GMT 28 Feb 87] /8309 
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JORDAN 


PAPER SEES POLLARD CASE FINISHING OFF U.S. CREDIBILITY 
JN101310 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 10 Mar 87 ppl, 19 
[Editorial: “The U.S. Cover-up of the Israeli Scandal”] 


[Text] There remains no doubt now that the indictment against Jewish spy 
Jonathan Pollard by the U.S. judiciary a few days ago was in fact a total 
indictment of the state of Israel, especially after the involvement of senior 
Israeli officials of Yitzhaq Shamir's government was revealed. 


Despite the fact that the U.S. Administration knows better than all of us the 
extent of Israel's involvement in the espionage case and about the great 
damage to the U.S. security because of the activities of this Jewish U.S. spy, 
it is clear that the higher echelons at the White House, the State Department, 
and Congress are trying to cover up the Israeli scandal in the same manner 
they tried to cover up the Israeli role in the scandal involving U.S. arms 
shipments to Iran. 


We can envisage the situation in which any other country, other than Israel, 
would find itself if it caused such great damage to the U.S. national 
security, refused to cooperate with U.S. investigators, and even promoted and 
rewarded the officers who recruited Pollard on the eve of passing sentence on 
this spy. 


Despite the gravity of the entire situation, the U.S. Administration is trying 
to downplay and minimize the effect of this scandal on U.S.-Israeli relations. 
Even some of its senior officials like Secretary of State George Shultz go 
further than that by prematurely saying that his country accepts the Israeli 
clarifications on this issue, which the Israelis promised not to repeat. 


In view of all this, we as Arabs, have the right to consider the United States 
handling of the complications of the Israeli espionage scandal against it 
additional evidence proving the erosion of what might have remained of this 
superpower's credibility following the scandal involving the clandestine arms 
shipments to Iran. This makes it incumbent upon us that we, as Arab states 
and governments, find a new way of handling relations with a country which 
still considers itself as a mediator in the Middle East conflict, at a time 


when it ignores all countries in the region except Israel and takes no factors 
into account other than those related to Israel's interests which are given 
even higher priority than those of the United States and which also outweigh 
all the essential rights, obligations, and realities that Washington has 
chosen to ignore. 


/12913 55 
CSO: 4400/161 











JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


OIL EXPLORATION AGREEMENT--The Natural Resources Authority, the NRA, today 
signed a $21-million oil exploration and production sharing agreement with the 
Belgian company Petrofina. The agreement was signed by the Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Hisham al-khatib and the director general of Petrofina. 
According to the agreement, Petrofina will carry out surveys, prospect for 
oil, and will drill three wells during the 7-year exploration period. The NRA 
is also expected to sign later this week a similar agreement with (Petro 
Canada), a state corporation, which will offer a 19 million Canadian dollar 
grant as aid to the national oil prospecting projects in Jordan. [Text] 
[Amman Television Service in English 2000 GMT 7 Mar 87 JN] /12913 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


YANBU' REFINERY'S PROCESSING CAPACITY DISCUSSED 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 10 Jan 87 p 3 


[Text] Jeddah (SNA)--The total current processing capacity of the PETROMIN 
refinery at Yanbu’ has reached 170,000 barrels of crude oil a day. 


A report recently issued by the General Agency of Petroleum and Minearls 
(PETROMIN) indicated that the refinery consists of nine crude oil distilling 
units. One of these is a treatment unit which refines gases used as fuel for 
combustion equipment at the refinery with a production capacity reaching 
2,820,000 cubic feet of gas. 


The refinery also includes a crude oil distilling unit with a production 
capacity of 35,000 barrels; a platinum refinement unit for heavy emissions with 
a capacity of 35,000 barrels a day; a unit for hydrogen treatment of kerosene, 
with a capacity of 15,200 barrels a day; a meroxene unit for treatment of light 
emissions, with a capacity of 11,900 barrels a day; a meroxene unit for 
treatment of kerosene, with a production capacity of 7000 barrels a day; 

a unit for concentrating and separating propane and butane gases, with a 
capacity of 5870 barrels a day; and a meroxene unit for liquefied gas treatment, 
with a capacity of 3200 barrels a day. 


The report also discussed the functions of the main administrative departments 
of the refinery. It indicated that these departments include production affairs, 
where the operations department directs the refinery units and supervises 
operations. Part of the operations department is the facilities department, 
which makes available the steam needed for cooling in the production 

capacities (207 tons of steam daily), in addition to 4100 cubic meters of 
salinated cooling water and 200,000 barrels of fresh water. 


There is also the storage tanks department, which follows up on filling and 
emptying storage tanks. There are eight pumping stations in the storage tanks 
department, in addition to 58 storage tanks of crude oil and petroleum [gas]. 
The storage capacity of the tanks is 12 million barrels a day. 


The technical services department supervises all refinery departments in order 
to improve the performance of the units and equipment. There also exists a 
laboratory department which analyzes petroleum products during production, in 
addition to a special maintenance department to maintain a good performance 
level for all equipment and tools of the project. The report added that the 
administration of the refinery has adopted the most recent computer system to 
support its administration and operation. This computer records the daily 
production and controls the autonomic operations. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


NEW PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL COMMUNITIES 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 11 Jan 87 p 12 


[Text] Local committees have recently been formed in all areas. Subsidiary 
committees made up of senior officials in government sectors have emerged with 
the goal of developing the local administration and improving services offered 
to the citizens. 


So far more than 25 main and subsidiary local committees have been formed. 
Measures for convening these committees under the supervision of the prices 

of the areas were taken over 3 years ago. An official source in the Ministry 
of Rural Affairs stated that the minister, Mr Ibrahim al-Angari, had previously 
given orders to form committees in these areas, and coordination was made with 
each area's amirate for their formation. 


The same source indicated that the main goal of establishing these committees 
is developing villages and rural areas and identifying the building boundaries 
for medium-sized and large cities, particularly where such boundaries have not 
been identified, so that the service sectors can provide their services to the 
residential areas without confusion, faultiness, or a delay of several years. 


The source said that the ministry is intent on completing this extensive 
developmental program, which can be considered accurate and comprehensive planning 
for these areas of the kingdom. 


The ministry sought help from senior officials in the government administration 
and facilities in the areas to take part in drawing the necessary developmental 
plan for these areas so that they will achieve a state of balance with the main 
cities, which have been saturated with services and appear to be enjoying a 
certain degree of integration and comfort. 


Various Economic Aspects 


The Deputy Minister for Planning Affairs, Dr Salih al-Hadhlul, added that this 
program or comprehensive plan, which will be generalized to all urban and 

rural areas of the kingdom, has important economic dimensions. Some of the 

most significant of these are developing their economic resources, activating 
their commercial efficacy, and joining them to the marketing and consuming areas 
so that the rural resident will find suitable opportunities, whether related to 
employment, service, or production. 
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He said that the ministry is proceeding with this program in an excellent 
fashion, and it is predicted that the next few years will reveal the results 
of this big transformation in the development and style of the economic and 
social life in all areas. 


Organization is the Course for Modernization 


The deputy minister pointed out the importance of the ministry's focus at the 
present time on modernizing and inventing modern organization methods, most 
important of which is eliminating red tape and reducing the bureaucracy in 
such a way as to unify the different methods of work in most departments. He 
also emphasized establishing a land record at the time that the location of 
the land is surveyed, so that its sale or use will be dealt with according 

to the organization defined for that purpose. 


Another Phase of Modernization 


The many studies of administrative and planning projects, whether at the 
level of the city, the neighborhood, or the village, which are currently 
underway, deserve some mention. 


Some of the important projects that the ministry is still studying are the 
possibility of issuing a unified organization for the development of the villages, 
and defining each one's regional or environmental character, so that the 

designs, colors, and shapes of the buildings will look uniform. A third 

project is the study of the soil in many cities and areas in order to avoid 
problems which might restrict the spread of building or cause collapse or 
cracking. 


The ministry issued previous instructions which determine occupancy in 
certain areas such as Jizan and some cities in the Western Province and on the 
east coast. 


A senior official in the Ministry of Rural Affairs said that the ministry is 

no longer involved with municipal services, cleaning, construction permits, and 
price inspection, but rather has started to think of ways to find efficient 
services and participation. 


He added that the near future will witness many new service channels and 
activities performed in the area for the first time. 
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SYRIA 


DAMASCUS DAILY VIEWS SHAMIR‘S U.S. VISIT 
PMO21405 Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 19 Feb 87 pp 1, 1l 
[Chief Editor Turki Saqr article: “Preferred Ally or Best Ally?] 


[Excerpts] Yitzhaq Shamir, well known terrorist, veteran gangster, and 
hardened criminal whose hands are stained with Arab blood, is now being warmly 
and enthusiastically received by the capital which falsely claims that it 
holds aloft the banner of combating terror and ridding the world of its evils. 


This is a interesting irony in a world which they [the Americans and the 
Israelis] want to walk on its head instead of on its feet. What is even more 
interesting is that Shamir's visit to Washington comes during the prevalent 
conditions and circumstances in the area, particularly the U.S. Naval 
concentrations and the U.S.-Israeli threats to resort to military action on 
the pretext of combating terror, pursuing terrorists, and freeing hostages in 
Lebanon. 


If we examine the visit carefully we will see that a comparison of the two 
countries’ population, international status, and power shows that Israel is no 
more than an ant next to the U.S. elephant. Yet the manner in which Shamir 
was received in Washington shows the opposite; it gives the impression that it 
is Israel and not the United States that is big and great, that the visitor is 
not begging for military, economic, and political aid but is an omnipotent 
ruler and the one in control in the new world known as the United States. 


We noticed that before arriving in Washington Shamir was welcomed by the U.S. 
Administration with the announcement that Israel is the U.S. preferred ally, 
despite the fact that Israel is not a NATO member. In fact this U.S. gesture 
is a declaration of moral solidarity with Israel rather than a physical step 
that would change the balance. What is between the United States and Israel 
is far stronger and more solid than anything between the United States and any 
of its NATO allies. 


It is a known fact that before Israel was declared a preferred U.S. ally there 
was a special relationship with Israel that enabled it to grow strong at the 
U.S. citizen's expense, to rebel against the world community thanks to U.S. 
support, to wage war on others with U.S. arms, and to seek to realize the 
Israel of the Torah under the protection of a comprehensive U.S. strategy. 
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Once again we say that declaring Israel a preferred ally is not a material 
step because the United States has already handed over control of its Middle 
East policy to the rulers of Israel. There is no U.S. policy in the area; 
rather there is an Israeli policy which the United States is implementing. 
This reality has negated the U.S. role in the Middle East and divested it of 
the prerogative that qualifies it to be an honest broker or a fair umpire. 
Washington is responsible for all the actions that Israel has carried out and 
is still carrying out. This is a fact that needs no proof or evidence because 
it is tangible on the ground. 


If the present situation in the area is tense and becoming more complex, it is 
because of the actions of the U.S. Administration. The responsibility for 
what is happening primarily falls on the United States. As reports published 
about scandals inside the U.S. Administration concerning the Middle East show, 
Israel did not play an auxiliary role in these scandals but in fact played the 
role of instigator, prime mover, and exploiter. 


Therefore under no circumstances will the world view terrorist Yitzhaq 
Shamir's visit to Washington in the present circumstances with satisfaction. 
Certainly Shamir is not a peace advocate nor does he advocate giving the 
United Nations a role. Nor is he among those who accept the idea of an 
international conference; he even rejects the U.S. interpretation of this 
idea. Before leaving for Washington he even demanded that an international 
conference become a tool in Israel's hands in order to impose direct 
negotiations on certain Arab parties individually. He wants the conference to 
be a false testimony to Israel's alleged commitment to the UN Charter and the 
UN resolutions on Palestine and the Middle East. 


Therefore the visit can in no way be regarded as part of the peace efforts. 

In the current tense situation it worsens the possibilities of peace and makes 
the situation even more explosive and turbulent. The Tel Aviv rulers are 
always ready to commit crimes, to incite crimes, to wage wars, and to indulge 
in provocations, threats, and even piracy. 


It is difficult to predict the outcome of Shamir's visit to Washington, but it 
is certain that the visit will not reduce the U.S. involvement in carrying out 
Israeli policy in the region. Noi will it reduce encouraging U.S. aid for 
Israeli aggression against the Arabs. it will certainly not lea to the 
Israeli Government changing any of its negative attitudes toward peace in the 
Middle East. For all these reasons it can be said that this visit is not for 
the sake of peace, for defusing tension in the Middle East, or for containing 
the dangers of war and aggression. It is quite the reverse. It is a visit by 
a terrorist to other terrorists; the visit of an aggressor to other 
aggressors; and the visit of a conspirator to other conspirators against the 
freedom of people, their rights, and the independence of their countries. 


It remains for those who are thirsty for blood, aggression, expansion, and 


repression to bear in mind that the wheels of history do not run backward, and 
that however long magic may last it is bound to rebound against the magician. 
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SYRIA 


PAPER HITS ISRAELI CHEMICAL WEAPONS 'FRENZIED CAMPAIGN' 
PMO51221 Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 25 Feb 87 p 8 
[Ahmad Isma‘il article: “Israel's Reai Aims and Objectives”] 


[Text] The frenzied campaign which Israel is waging in the West against Syria 
aims, among other things, to create in world opinion an atmosphere of hatred 
for Arabs in general and Syria--which represents the effective center of 
gravity in the region--in particular. 


Some British papers which cooperate with Mosad--such as THE DAILY TELEGRAPH, 
which is financed by the Zionist Robert Moss-—have been publishing reports 
about Syria's possession of chemical weapons in the form of nerve gas warheads 
which Syria obtained recently. The Zionist media and the Zionist General 
Staff have confirmed that these warheads have reached the Golan Heights and 
have been placed ready for action in a confrontation with Zionist forces. 

This concerted campaign was coupled with Israel's importation of thousands of 
gas masks and the creation of a distorted picture of the danger the Zionist 
state is facing from the Syrian forces stationed on the Golan. 


But anyone following current developments in the Arab arena and the direct 
threats the enemy's leaders make daily against our country can clearly 
perc2ive Israel's malicious intentions toward our country because of its 
steadfastness in the face of the former's schemes in the Arab homeland. 


On the other hand Israel is trying to conceal its preparations for aggression 
against the Arabs, and Syria in particular, with the prompting and assistance 
of the United States. Pentagon quarters’ admissions confirm Israel's aims and 
objectives. They also give a precise picture of the attempts being made by 
the Zionists to conceal their preparations in the field of updating the 
chemical weapons they have received through staged performances and faked 
thefts such as those of the spy, Pollard. Perhaps the U.S. insistence on 
enabling Israel to possess the latest weaponry pursues the purpose of 
encouraging it to continue committing aggression. The staged thefts of 
military secrets raise many questions about the credibility of reported thefts 
cf such secrets by Israeli spies. The cooperation between U.S. intelligence 
quarters and Mosad via the setting up of special units to monitor research in 
the atomic field by Arab students in Western universities is perhaps the best 
proof of the enemy's great fear of the Arabs shifting from the agricultural 
mentality to the multifaceted scientific mentality which could usher in their 
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possession of the secrets of the future, in which case the Zionists will be 
divested of their power. 


The slogan of strategic parity which our country is upholding, in an attempt 
to give new concepts to what the young Arab scientific mind can do through 
advanced technology coupled with the possession of the latest weapons capable 
of deterring any adventure the Zionist leaders may launch, remains the most 
eloquent proof of the perspicacity of such a view of the future. 
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SYRIA 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT MINISTER DESCRIBES MINISTRY PLANS, FUNCTIONS 


Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 12 Feb 87 p 4 


{Interview with Dr Muhammad Harbah, Minister of Local Government: "The Local 
Government Minister Talks to TISHRIN about the Features and Future of the 
Local Administration System" ] 


[Text] The law on local government has come as a basic, important act of 
sacrifice on the part of the corrective movement and its leader on behalf of 
the masses of the people, in response to the requirements of civilization 
and development, in order to shorten the stages of time for building up the 
nation. In its capacity as a framework for the activity of local agencies 
and the establishment of people's democracy and administrative decentraliza- 
tion, the law also is aimed at making every citizen responsible for the 
construction process in its various areas and responsible for monitoring 
this process through his representatives in the local assemblies. The Arab 
Socialist Ba'th Party and the government in the Syrian Arab Republic have 
devoted full attention to the system of local administration, which has be- 
come a firm reality in the life of the citizens. 


In order to shed light on the premises, notions and future aspirations of 
local government, TISHRIN met with our comrade Dr Muhammad Harbah, the min- 
ister of local government, and this interview tuvok place: 


An Administration Close to the Citizen and Arising from the People 


Question 1: The system of local administration is one of the fruits of the 
glorious corrective movement. Could you talk to us about the dimensions of 
this system and the goals which it has aimed at? 


Answer 1: Before answering this question, it is necessary to talk, if only a 
little, about local administration in general, the motives for adopting this 
system, its nature, its goals and its attributes. Local administration is a 
method of administration by which the geography of the country is subdivided 
into units local in their conception, each of which administers a body rep- 
resenting the general will of its inhabitants and engages in the areas of 
competence and tasks assigned to it in accordance with the constitution and 
the law, in the framework of the geographic area of each. 
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The distinctive character of local administration, by this notion, is that 
it is an administration close to the citizen and arising from the essence of 
the people, being better able, through its proximity to the citizen, to re- 
alize the nature of local circumstances, needs and hopes. That also gives it 
the necessary support for mobilizing powers, massing resources and preparing 
the opportunities for their success in carrying out the national directives 
of the country's policy and development plans, so that these policies and 
plans will be a tangible reality which will realize the masses' aspirations. 


Since loca’ administration arises from the essence of the people, it has the 
ability to participate effectively in asserting the unity of society by 
deepening the citizens’ awareness, mobilizing their resources and powers and 
petting them to take part in solving their economic and social problems. 


Participation by the people, as we see it, is the spirit of local adminis- 
tration, its essence and the focus on which it is concentrated. 


Fulfilment of Promises Is the Title of the Corrective Movement 


The leader of the corrective movement, the fighting president Hafiz al-Asad, 
through his genuine national feeling, has understood the importance of demo- 
cracy and participation by the people. The issuance of the local administra- 
tion laws has been a fulfilment of the corrective movement's commitment to 
these principles which it declared on 16 November 1970, out of the revolu- 
tion's faith in the need to realize the goals for whose sake it was estab- 
lished, foremost among them participation by the masses and their productive 
forces in the construction of their future and the establishment of an inte- 
grated system for people's democracy through which the broadest mass parti- 
cipation in power and oversight would be realized. 


The local administration law was issued by Legislative Edict 15 on 11 May 
1971, that is, right after the occurrence of the corrective movement, and 
the first direct public elections to the governorate assemblies took place 
in early March 1972. That was the first democratic act of its kind on behalf 
of the people in the history of the country. Citizens in every governorate 
voted to elect their assemblies, and each governorate witnessed the birth of 
an elected people's body engaging in the task of developing its areas, guid- 
ing local development in it and supervising the execution. of everything con- 
nected to that. 


The People's Powers Participate in Local Development 


The first stage of the application of the system of local administration to 
the governorate assemblies actually bore fruit in an encouraging fashion. 
The course of projects was stimulated thanks to the presentation and appro- 
val of plans by the assemblies, the followup on execution of these plans and 
the tightening of surveillance over them by the assemblies themselves. At 
the same time, the transfer of central areas of competence to these assem- 
blies as the law specified them began after that, strengthened by the citi- 
zens' enthusiasm and their interaction with the new system, which resulted 
in benefit being derived from the people's powers in the performance of lo- 
cal development and the acceleration of its steps at the least possible 
costs. 
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The local administration system gave scope for the masses to be the deci- 
sionmakers in the assumption of their local affairs, concentrating, in all 
this, on important bases and premises, the most conspicuous of which are 
manifest in democracy and people's participation on the broadest scale and 
the replacement of centralism by administrative decentralization alongside 
the approval of the principle of the coilective nature of leadership, by 
making the administrative units on each level responsible for the economy, 
culture, services and all affairs which are directly of concern to the citi- 
zens in these units. 


The local assemblies have been able to perform the tasks assigned to them in 
the context of the democratic political structure and in the context of the 
economic and social structure. 


Question 2: We are approaching the elections to the local administration 
assemblies, whose date was set at 11 February by the decree. What measures 
has your ministry taken to provide the requirements for the success of this 
democratic process? Have you sensed early signs of awareness and receptivity 
to pursuit of the right to run as candidates on the part of citizens? 


Answer 2: After the issuance of the decree setting the date of the elections 
to the local administration assemblies by the president, the Ministry of 
Local Government took the initiative of preparing the legal and administra- 
tive measures which would prepare for the performance of the elections in 
accordance with the bases specified in the law and in the light of the popu- 
lation increase in the country during the session that has ended. 


First of all, a decree was issued defining the new population concentrations 
which are now fit to be established as cities by virtue of the population 
growth. These are four cities, in the Governorate of Rural Damascus (the 
city of Jabrud), Aleppo (the city of Tadif), Hums (the city of Talbisah) and 
Idlib (the city of Salqin). Then the decree was issued setting the members 
of the assemblies of governorates and the cities which are the governorate 
seats. 


We also, for our part, have issued a decree naming the population concentra-~ 
tions which are fit to be established as towns in accordance with their 
population and another decree defining the number of members of assemblies 
of other cities and municipalities. We now have come to have 283 assemblies 
with 4,788 members, of which 14 are governorate assemblies, 68 city assem- 
blies and 201 town assemblies. 


After publication of the decrees in AL-JARIDAH AL-RASMIYAH, nominations to 
membership in the governorate, city and town assemblies were accepted start- 
ing on the morning of 19 January, and they lasted 7 days, ending at 1000 
hours in the morning on the 25th of that month. 


The Citizens’ Receptivity To Running As Candidates 
The administrative units witnessed a tangible receptivity to candidacy, 


since the number of people running as candidates for membership in these 
assemblies, competing for 4,788 seats, came to 15,436, 4,621 of whom were 
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candidates for governorate assemblies, 4,745 candidates for city assemblies 
and 6,070 candidates for town assemblies. 


There is no doubt that the receptivity proves the growth of the feeling of 
local responsibility and the depth of the citizens’ grasp of the importance 
of their role in leading and aiding development with the necessary impetus 
and effort at implanting the foundations of the domestic structure and re- 
alizing an advanced civilized leap which is worthy of the country's interna- 
tional reputation. 


Therefore, the necessary administrative measures took place, in succession, 

to organize the election process and realize the best conditions for the 
voters’ pursuit of their rights to free balloting. In addition, all the neces- 
sary printed materials for the voting were prepared and distributed to the 
governorate centers, to the extent of the election districts, whose number 
comes to 95, 


9,250 Ballot Boxes 


Voting centers were assigned and their establishment was expanded in a man- 
ner guaranteeing that it would be easy for voters to get to them without 
difficulty, in execution of the leadership's guidelines. Each center was 
provided with a secret room which would guarantee the free exercise of vot- 
ing far removed from all interference. The number of ballot boxes came to 
9,250, distributed over all areas of the country. 


Ministry personnel maintain shifts until 2300 hours at night every day with 
the goal of keeping abreast of the course of election activities, following 
up on the requisite measures and answering all questions or requests for 
clarification coming from the governorates. The ministry is making the re- 
quisite effort to provide the necessary facilities for the sake of guaran- 
teeing the voters' right to engage in the duty of the freedom to cast bal- 
lots in an atmosphere of total integrity and impartiality which will ensure 
the voters the pursuit of their rights in chosing those whom they consider 
to be fit and able to assume the affairs of their local communities. 


Tangible Results in the Context of Services 


Question 3: Are you happy with what has been realized in the assemblies to 
implant the foundations of the local administration system? To what extent 
have the local administration assemblies managed to exercise their areas of 
competence stipulated in the law? 


Answer 3: The answer to this question requires before all else the identifi- 
cation of a fact which must be apparent in people's minds, which is that 
local administration is part of the general administration of the govern- 
ment, constantly interacts with it and is affected by it in the negative and 
positive sense. The more public administration grows and is affected, the 
more the level of its performance in its various employment components 
rises, especially in the planning, organization and oversight councils. This 
has been reflected in its components, in terms of development and improve- 
ment. 
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The previous stage of application of this system has demonstrated its fit- 
ness for responding to the local needs of development and has underlined its 
nature, which is qualified in drawing the attention of citizens and facili- 
tating their affairs in general, because the governorate, city and town as- 
semblies have fulfilled their responsibilities and have realized tangible 
results in the framework of providing public services and facilities for the 
citizens, responding to their needs and helping to realize continuity be- 
tween them and the central authorities, so that every citizen has come to 
feel that he is in contact with the authorities and that barriers and obsta- 
cles in his way have been eliminated. This has helped create an effective, 
fruitful relationship between the citizens and the authorities as a result 
of the trust which has been strengthened through the agencies of local admi- 
nistration, in addition to the development which has occurred on various 
levels and the various contexts which are of concern to all the citizens. 


The Innate Element Is the Citizen's Awareness 


Question 4: What in your opinion are the most important difficulties which 
have obstructed the system of local administration in the course of its 
stages of application? 


Answer 4: In order to answer this question, I would like to point out that 
the system of local administration cannot yield its fruit unless every indi- 
vidual in the society believes in its importance and believes that he is a 
person with rights in it and that this system was created only to serve him 
and serve his society in general, leading to the exercise of everything in 
his power to help support it and constantly prompt it to assume all its 
dimensions. 


I am not assaulting the truth or reality when I say that when it was first 
applied the local administration system met with some procrastination and 
hesitation in the transfer of areas of competence from the central authori- 
ties to the local bodies. The explanation for that lies in the lack vf con- 
viction of some central authorities in the competence of the local assem- 
blies and agencies, especially in areas of planning, organization and tech- 
nical considerations. The fact is that on most occasions that is not lacking 
in injustice to the truth, and its source is the insistence of some central 
entities on continuing, as in the past, in dealing with the citizens’ daily 
affairs and their private transactions, although these are now part of the 
jurisdiction of the local bodies which ought to have engaged in these areas 
of specialization in a direct manner, saving the people of the governorates 
the costs of traveling, moving around and staying in the capital. 


In addition, the lack of adequate coordination at the time between the com- 
petent ministries and departments on the one hand and the Ministry of Local 
Administration supervising the application of the law on the other hand, 
with regard to the issuance and amendment of legislation touching on the 
areas of competence of the local authorities, created a sort of lack of 
confidence among these authorities that the system of local administration 
was assuming its dimensions as the law had drawn them up. 
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The Local Assemblies Must Exercise Their Responsibilities 


At the same time, it is necessary to say that the deficiency of some members 
of the local assemblies in bearing their responsibilities, which the citi- 
zens had chosen them to assume, was an element obstructing the progress of 
the system of local administration toward the realization of the desired 
success. 


We in the ministry are currently working in a manner which will guarantee 
that benefit is derived from what we have faced, the future will be ap- 
proached in confidence, and the effort will be made by all the means avail- 
able to enable the local government bodies to perform their role, in parti- 
cular through holding training courses to acquaint the members of these bo- 
dies with the goals of the law and the tasks laid on their shoulders, accus- 
tom them to exercise them and provoke their interest in public affairs in a 
manner which will guarantee the realization of the aspirations of the unique 
commander Hafiz al-Asad, when he said: "Local administration is a pioneering 
experiment in the area of people's democracy. We must work to deepen it 
through constant vigorous daily practice so that it will be more positive 
and more effective in our daily public Lives in various areas." 


The Achievements in Figures 


Question 5: What is your impression of the achievements of local administra- 
tion in the period that has ended? Has it played a tangible role in local 
development? 


Answer 5: What I would like to state here is that the tasks of local admin- 
istration are not restricted to the service role. Rather, it has a develop- 
ment role as well. The local administration agencies have played an impor- 
tant, prominent role in setting out development plans, since the local ad- 
ministration assemblies have taken part in preparing these plans, defining 
their priorities and participating directly in carrying out the projects 
cited in them. In this regard, I can say that the government's general plan 
arises from the base, that is, from the assemblies spread about in all areas 
of the country, in accordance with the general directives of the government. 
This plan is then presented to the higher planning council for review and 
transmittal to the people's assembly for discussion and after its approval 
it is issued by a law. 


In addition to that, each year the local assemblies discuss their plans, 
which derive their essence from the government's 5-year plan, and priority 
of execution with respect to the projects set out is determined after a 
study of the resources available for that. 


Schools Everywhere 


The effect of the local assemblies on local development became apparent 
starting with the end of the third 5-year plan, at increasing rates. If we 
examine the results of this influence in the area of education, for example, 
we will find that the number of primary level classrooms were spread about 
in all population concentrations, totalling 78,359 rooms at the end of the 
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fifth 5-year plan, while, at the end of the third 5-year plan, they had 
numbered 47,815 classrooms -- that is an increase of 30,544 classrooms, for 
a rate of 164 percent. 


In the area of potable water projects in the rural areas, which were ex- 
tremely scarce, the volume of net production at the end otf the third S-year 
plan was 42.04 million cubic meters and at the end of the fifth 5-year plan 
it came to 127,635,000 cubic meters, that is, an increase of 85,595,000 cu- 
bic meters, for a rate of 303 percent. Thus the share of people benefiting 
from potable water in the rural areas rose from 46 percent in 1975 to 61.8 
percent in 1985, 


In the area of health services, the number of health centers in the country 
multiplied, from 190 in 1975 to 461 in 1985, that is, an increase of 271 
centers. There now is a health center for every 22,174 citizens. The number 
of beds in hospitals belonging to local government bodies also developed 
between the third and fifth S-year plans, from 5,263 in 1975 to 8,638 in 
1985, that is, an increase of 3,372 beds. 


The local assemblies also devoted special attention to the road system, 
since a branch system of paved roads was constructed to link population con- 
centrations to one another. The length of these roads at the end of 1985 
came to 15,804 kilometers, in addition to 5,492 kilometers of central roads, 
Since the total paved road system came to 21,296 kilometers as compared with 
11,000 kilometers in 1975. 


Local Administration Performs Supervision and Followup 


Some people might wonder what the relation is between local administration 
and these projects. In answer to that, I can state that all these projects 
are carried out by the technical services departments in the governorates; 
these were created in 1980 and the executive board of the governorate assem- 
bly runs them directly. The competent central authorities are in charge only 
of the task of supervising them from the technical standpoint. As for plan- 
ning for these projects, their placement, the followup of work on them and 
supervision of their execution, that is done by the local assemblies and 
their executive offices in accordance with their supervision of the techni- 
cal services departments in the governorates. 


Question 6: What is the relationship that exists between the governorate 
assemblies and the city and town assemblies? What are the practical possibi- 
lities for raising the performance level of local administration and im- 
planting its pursuit of its areas of competence in a more thorough manner? 


Answer 6: The local administration law has implanted an important principle 
in the area of administration, administrative decentralization, since every 
administrative unit, with the governorates at their peak, are responsible 
for the affairs of the governorate and everything that concerns the citizens 
in it. The law has defined the areas of competence and the tasks of the 
local assemblies in the governorates, cities and towns, proceeding from the 
premise that there is no oversight among cities and towns but rather that 
oversight over the city and town assemblies and their executive boards is 
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the property of the governorate assembly and its executive board. The de- 
crees these assemblies issue are considered in effect as of the date of 
their issuance, except for some decrees which need the approval of the gov- 
ernorate assembly or its executive board, according to the situation. These 
are few and Limited by the law and its executive bill, and are related to 
financial affairs and building statutes. For example, if one of these assem- 
blies makes an improper decision, the governorate assembly can intervene to 
correct the error in accordance with measures the law has defined. The cri- 
terion for error here is the decision's violation of the law, statutes and 
government plans and policies. 


With respect to the tasks and areas of competence of the city and town as- 
semblies, the application of the second stage of the local administration 
law has resulted in the replacement of the decree of the mayor, or the de- 
cree of the village chief at times, by the decisions of the group represent- 
ed by the local assembly of the city or town. These assemblies, following 
their establishment, engaged in areas of specialization related to services 
and facilities. Then, last year, some of the areas of competence related to 
culture, antiquities and tourist activity were transferred to them, and the 
remaining areas of specialization which the governorate assemblies currently 
exercise, which are related to education, agriculture, social affairs, la- 
bor, transportation, public health and supply, will gradually be transferred 
to then. 


With respect to the second part of the question, I can say that the experi- 
ence in local administration has made good strides in practice and decision- 
making. Here, it is necessary to point out that it is not conceivable that 
this developed system could assume its dimensions in full in a short period 
and that what must be sought after is for everything to be provided that is 
needed to make a success of this pioneering experiment, so that it may yield 
its positive fruit in the area of the application of the local government 
law in a manner which transcends negative features, so that this system may 
assume its role in full in the progress of our perseverant country, always 
guided by the statement of the fighting president Hafiz al-Asad: 


"T encourage the expansion of the powers of local administration to the max- 
imum extent, and we must do everything that will have the effect of advanc- 
ing this system so that it may become more effective, more positive, more 
active and more productive.” 
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SYRIA 


DROP IN WATER QUOTAS NEGATIVELY AFFECTS COTTON CROP 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 17 Jan 87 p 2 


[Article: "The Cotton Crop in the Al-Ghab Is Negatively Affected by the Drop 
in Water Quotas" ] 


[Text] The summer cotton crop in the al-Ghab area was affected last season 
by the drop in the share of water quotas allocated to the al-Ghab, as a 
result of the drop of water in the dams erected on the Orontes River. One 
should bear in mind that cotton is considered one of the main crops in the 
al-Ghab and has a good economic yield in comparison with its other areas of 
cultivation in the country and other main crops as well. 


Eng Ahmad al-Nawwaf, director general of the general organization for the 
administration and regulation of the exploitation of the al-Ghab, talked a- 
bout this subject, saying: 


"In spite of the circumstances which surrounded the al-Ghab, in terms of the 
shortage of water and the distribution measures the party and government 
committee took on 26 April 1986 in Hums, distributing water so that the main 
and intensive cultivation plan in the al-Ghab would be reduced to 6? percent 
of what had been stipulated and 63 percent of the main plan in Tar al-'‘Ala 
al-'Asharinah -- in spite of these circumstances, 150 percent of the main 
plan set out was carried out after the reduction.” 


He added, “It was stipulated that 18,726 hectares would be farmed in the 
summer season, and the area covered came to 28,135 hectares, that is, a rate 
of execution of 150 percent in the main plan and 114 percent in the intens- 
ive one. One should bear in mind that it had been determined to farm 5,264 
hectares in the intensive plan, while the areas covered came to 6,014 hec- 
tares, thanks to the efforts exerted by various bodies, headed by the peas- 
ants in the area. The summer crops include cotton, sugar beets, vegetables, 
cotton, sunflowers and sweet potatoes." 


Concerning the al-Ghab'’s specific need for water in accordance with the ia- 
vestment law, he stated: 


"The specific need comes to 309 million cubic meters for the past season, 
including spring water. 
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"In view of the drop in the rate of water quotas, a group of measures have 
been taken to control and follow up on irrigation operations on a 24-hour 
basis, some barriers have been constructed on drainage channels to store 
spring water with the participation of the entities concerned in the party 
and administrative contexts, a schedule has been set out for releasing wa- 
ter, and 23 pumps have been installed on the springs to bring up the water, 
to make use of it in the irrigation season as well as to pump water surplus 
to irrigation channel capacity. 


"All these measures have made it possible to carry out the agricultural plan 
for the summer season, but the production figures in comparison with the 
corresponding ones in the 1985 season were very much affected during last 
year's season, since the al-Ghab's production of cotton came to 47,600 tons, 
following the reduction in the main plan to 63 percent, as a result of the 
reduction in the water allocations, while production in the 1985 season came 
to 60,535 tons, although the share of quotas was 206 inillion cubic meters. 
In spite of the connection between the rates of cotton production and water 
in the al-Ghab, there are numerous other factors which influence production, 
as is clear from the following figures, which show production by years in 
comparison with the availability of water quotas. In 1980, the volumes of 
water allocated to the al-Ghab were 253 million cubic meters, but production 
did not exceed 48,060 tons. 


"In 1981, water quotas were 273 million cubic meters and production was 
50,900 tons. 


"In 1982, water was 246 million cubic meters and production 69,080 tons. 
"In 1983, water was 241 million cubic meters and production 67,400 tons. 
"In 1984, water was 206 million cubic meters and production 61,670 tons. 
"In 1985, water was 206 million cubic meters and production 60,535 tons. 
"In 1986, water was 86 million cubic meters and production 47,600 tons." 


Concerning the effects of field mice on the cotton season during the past 
year, the director general of the organization stated that the effects were 
scarcely worth mentioning, as the result of the running of three campaigns 
to combat field mice in the al-Ghab in which our brother peasants, techni- 
cians and youth of the revolution took part. The results of the campaign 
were favorable for the cotton season. 


Concerning the extent of the effectiveness of the organization's equipment 
in caccying out the operations of maintaining the channels and limiting 
waste, Eng al-Nawwaf stated that a plan had been set out to increase the 
production of equipment and control expenditures, in the desire to maintain 
and drain the al-Ghab and Tar al-'Ala al-'Asharinah project, and that the 
capacity of the equipment would be increased by 30 percent and expenditures 
would be controlled by a rate of no less than 20 percent. 


New measures are being provided to organize equipment, link wages to produc- 
tion and hold the negligent and deficient to account. 
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He added, “For the first time, forestation and grove equipment is being pro- 
vided in proper condition through the careful process of organization and 
followup. 


"Thirteen kilometers of roads were built in the natural groves from Shatha 
to ‘Inab, in the upper half of the mountains, from the beginning of October 
to the end of December, with the objective of facilitating arrival at and 
exploitation of the forest. The activities of building the forest roads are 
still going on, to the access from the al-Farikah village at the north to 
Abu Qubays in the south, by a side road and roads intersecting it. This work 
will be carried out at the end of next summer." 
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FOREIGN MINISTER BRIEFS PRESS ON ISLAMIC SUMMIT 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 2 Feb 87 p 10 


[Text] 


{9274 
CSO: 


4600/1466 


Forcign Minister Hlumayun 
Rashid Chowdhury on Sunday 
turned Iran's rejection of the OIC's 
call for ceasefire as “unfortunate” 
He however, assured that the Isla- 
mic Peace Cemmittee of the OIC of 
which Bangladesh is a member 
would continue its “peace efforts” 
to bring an end to the Iran-Iraq war. 

Bricfing newsmen on the OIC 
summit held in Kuwait the Feringn 
Mintsier admitted that the summit 
failed to comé up with a solution to 
the secmingly intractable war be- 
tween the two OIC members, Iran 
and Iraq. He observed that lack of 
consensus on development of a poli- 
tical will of the concerned parties 
was responsible for the prolonged 
war. He pointed out that Iraq had 
expressed its mind repeatedly ic- 
sponding to the OIC's call. In an 
oblique reference to the demand of 
Iran regarding resignatien of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hossain as a condition 
“to end the war the foreign Minister 
said that how one could accept such 
proposal. 

» Replying to a question the Fore- 
ign Minister said that the failure of 
OIC to end the war did not mean 
that 46 -members OIC had become 
redundant.He described the Iran- 
Iraq war as a very unfortunate event 
that had been threatening the vital- 
ity of the Islamic ummah. In this 
war, he said, “We see no victors or 
vanquished only the victims.” 

The Foreign Minister informed 
that a seven-member committee in 
which Bangladesh is a member was 
formcd by the OIC to resusciate the 
International Islamic News Agency 
(INA) and formulate an 4slamic 


information strategy. Replying to a 
question he said that Bangladesh 
had a nomince for the post of the 
Director General of HINA. Ihe 
committee will submit its report to 
the 17th Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers to be held in 
Jordan 

The Forcign Minister also bricfed 
newsincn on the visit of the Cana- 
dian Foreign Minister and. West 
Bengal Chicf Minister to Bane- 
ladesh. He termed the visit of the 
Canadian Forcign Minister as very 
important. Hie hoped that the visit 
would further consolidate the rela- 
tions between the two countries and 
promote Canadian ecconomic and 
technical assistance to Bangladesh 


Bilateral Problems 


Asked whether he discussed bi- 
lateral problems with West Bengal 
Chicf Minister he said that Dhaka 
would always deal the bilaicral 
issucs with Dethi, not with any state 
Governments in India. In reply to a 
question whether Mr. Jyoti Basu 
would mediate between Delhi and 
Dhaka to resolve the outstandihg 
preblems the Fereign Minister said. 
“We are not secking the mediation 
of Mr. Basu to improve our rela- 
tions with India.” He said that the 
visit of the West Beagal Chief 
Minister to Bangladesh was a 
“goodwill” visit 

Replying to question on the re- 
patriation of Chakma refugees the 
Foreign Minister said that Bang- 
ladesh was always ready to reccive 
the Bangladeshi Chakmas who cros- 
sed over to the Indian border. He 
parried a straight reply when. asked 
whether Bangladesh considers the 
repatriation of Chakma refugees as 
per schedule on January 15 as a 
violation of agreement by India. 
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CHOWDHURY DISCUSSES TALKS WITH INDIA, PAKISTAN 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 Feb 87 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


19274 
CSO; 


4690/1472 


Foreign Minister Humayun 
Rasheed Chowdhury told the 
Jatiya Sangsad (Parllament) yes- 
terday that Bangladesh was con- 
tinuing negotiations with the 
Indian government for resolving 

various outstanding issues between 
the two countries. 

He said negotiations were 
also underway with Pakistan 
on the repatriation of the non- 
Jocals and the assets liabilities 
between the two countries. ‘‘We 
have not yet found any accep- 
table solution to these problems” 
he added. 

The Foreign Minister said 
the issues which were still lying 
outstanding with India included 
along—term agreement on the 
utilisation and sharing of the 
water of the Ganges and 
other common rivers, implemen 
tation of the perpetual lease 
agreement on the Tin Bigha cor- 
ridor, fixation of maritime boun- 
dary between the two countrics 


and determination of the owner- 
shi, of the south Talpatty island. 
Replying to a question from 
Principal Abul Kalam Majum- 
dacof Awami League, Mr. 
Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury 
said, ‘‘We want a fair and hon- 
ourable solution to these prob- 
lem; between the two _ neigh- 
bouring countries. The 
government is also continu- 
ing its efforts for the full imple- 
mentation of the agreement on 
the Tin Bigha corridor, he 
added. 


He informed the House 
that there were seven agreements 
which were now in force between 
Bangladesh and india. These 
are the peace, cooperation and 
friendship accord of 1972, agree- 
ment on fixation of land boun- 
dary and other related issues, 
agreement on cooperation in the 
fields of 
scientific research for develop- 
ment, trade agreement, cultural 
cooperation pact, civil aviation 
agcecment and the agreemennt 

on the Bangladesh India aj;ricul-. 
tural research. 


Replying to another question 
from Mr. A,F.M. Mozammel 
Hague Ghenidah-3), the Foreign 
Minister said the south Talpatty 
was atwo square-mile ‘VU’ 
shipedisland where, according 
to him, there is no Indian air 
base nor any Indian flag 
hoisied. H: sald most of the 
tim; tne island remained under 
the sea when Mr. Rashed Mosh- 
arcaf of Awaml League wanted 
to know wioie occupation the 
south Talpatty was now under, 
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FOREIGN MINISTER MEETS PRESS ON DEPARTURE FOR MANILA 
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{Text ] 


Foreign Minister Humayun 
Rasheed Chowdhury leaves 
Dhaka today for Manila on the 
first leg of his two-nation visit to 
The Philippines and Japan. 


His six-day tour of Japan 
beginning February 23 is 
considered imzortant'§ in view 
of the growing trade imbalance 
with Tokyo. In 1985 _ alone, 
Bangladesh imports from Japan 
was estimated at311.1 million 
U.S. dollars and exports at 84.4 
million dollars thus leaving an 
adverse trade balance of 226.6 
million dollars. 


Japan, however, provided 
considerable assistance to Bang- 
ladesh for development of agri- 
culture and industrial sectors. 
Asof today the total grant 
from Japan amounts to Tk 2,521 


crore and loan Tk 5,555 crore. , 


On the eve of his visit, Mr 
Chowdhury said an interview 
that he would discuss 
with his Japanese  coun- 
terpart Mr Tadashi Kuranari 
matters of mutual interest both 
bilateral and multilateral in na- 
ture and explore the possibilities 
of further expanding cooperation 
between the two countries. 


Asked about the trade im- 
balance Mr Chowehury said mos# 


of the trade partners of Japan | 


were facing this problem. Japan 
was one of the big trade partners 


of Bangladesh and it was also | 


giving us economic assistance. 
The situation therefore had to 
be viewed inits totality and 
not in an isolated manner, he 
added. 


Asked about the issues that 
strained _ bilateral relations 
among some member countries 
of SAARC, Me Chowdhury 
said contentious bilateral issues 
would be resolved throu:h 
discussions outside the regional 
forum. He said SAARC would 
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| 
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not have taken-olf if we wanted 
to resolve bilateral problems 
in the forum, 


The foreign minister 
listed (the outstanding problems 
between Bangladesh and India 
as: sharing of the Ganges water, 
transfer of Tinbigha corridor 
to Bangladesh, demarcation of 
maritime boundary and owner- 
ship of newly emerged South 
Talpatty Island in the Bay of 
Bengal. He expressed the hope 
that the problens would be 
resolved amicably through dis- 
cussion. 


Mr Chowdhury who returned 
to Dhaka after a day's tour of 
Kathmandu, said he was going 
to Manila and Tokyo as forsign 
minister as well as the current 
President to the United Na- 
tlons General Assembly. He 
wovld be received in audience 
as UNGA President by 
Emperor Hirohito of Japan, 
President Corazon Aquino of 
Manila and Prime Minister 
Nakasone of Japan during his 
‘stay in those countries. 


Another report = SayS, 
the President of the United 
Nations General Assembly and 
Bangladesh Foreign Minister, 
Mr. Humayun Rasheed Chowd- 
hury, yesterday called for further 
impfovement of the UN system 
and pressing it more effectively 
into the service of humanity. 


Delivering a key-note address 
at the world mass mcdia leaders 
round table conference organised 
by the Department of Public 
Information of United Nation in 
Kathmandu, Mr. Chowdhury 
sald, ° first of all the house 
must be putin order and its 
elements be overhauled. ‘‘The 
resolution 41/213 on re- 
forms which was adopiea by 
consensus by the UN General 
Assembly should be implemen- 
ted full!y and in its true spirit, 
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he added, according to a messa- 
ge received in Dhaka. 


Secondly, Mr Chowdhury 
said, the role of the 
Secretary General, the General 
Assembly, the Security Council 
and other UN agencies 
should be strengthened to 
secure peace and promote 
development. ‘‘While the role of 
the UN system should be broa- 
dened, we must try and make 
the deliberations more purposc- 
ful and result oriented” he 
added. 


Finally Mr Chowdhury said 
that time had come for the UN 
to focus itself more arr on 
more fundamental and _ long 
range questions’’ including eli- 
mination of the widening gulf 
between the world’s rich and 
poor nations through a harmo- 
nious clalogue between the 
two. 


Mr. Chowdhury said_ that 
the yardstick for judging the 
success of the UN system would 
be the ability to direct efforts 


effectively to meet the needs of the 


least developed segment of the 
globe and the poorest people 
among them. 


“We cannot afford to ignore 
the powerful demands for 
change generated by the immense 
disparities of wealth among 
states and thepersistence of 
acute human deprivation in 
some parts of the globe in v vid 
contrast to the affluence io 
others’, he pointed out. 


Mr.Chowdhury thanked the 
Nepal’s Department of Public 
Information for organising this 
mass media leaders’ roundtable 
and expressed his conviction 
thatthe gathering would be 
purposeful. 


He expressed his sincere 


appreciation to the media commu 


nity for their assistance in the 
UN efforts. 
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{Text ] 


West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti 
Basu who arrived in Dhaka on 
Thursday from Calcutta on a four- 
day goudwill visit strongly pleaded 
for immediate transfer of Tin Bigha 
corridor to Bangladesh. 

Making his first visit to Bang- 
ladesh in 41 years since 1946, the 
73-year-old Marxist Chief Minister 
of West Bengal considers Farakka 
and Tin Bigha issucs as outstanding 
problems between Bangladesh and 
India. He said that West Bengal 
Cabinet had taken a decision to 
honour the Indo-Bangladesh agree- 
ment of 1974 regarding the transfer 
of Tin Bigha corridor to Bang- 
ladesh. He said that though the 
agreement was signed by the Indian 
Central Government, West Bengal 
would honour it as an international 
accord and he added: “We have 
already informed Delhi about our 
Cabinet decision.” 

Mr. Basu, who js leading the 
left-front Government in West Ben- 
gal for the last ten years, hinted that 
the Indian Constitution might be 
required for amendment for the 
transfer of Tin Bigha corridor to 
Bangladesh. He committed that his 
front would support any Bill in both 
the Houses of Indian Parliament for 
‘the ttansfer of Tin Bigha corridor. 

Asked to comment on_ the 
Opposition against the transfer of 
Tin Bigha put up by Forward Block, 
an ally in the: Left Front, Chief 
Minister jyoti Basu said that it did 
not matter anything who opposed it 
as the West Bengal Cabinet had 
already taken a decision on the 
issue. 


The West Bengal Chief Minister 
told the waiting newsmen at Zia 
International Airport that he would 
have discussions with President 
Ershad and oabinct members on 
Farakka, Tin Bigha and trade and 
economic issues. He did not say 
whether be will meet any opposition 
leader here. 

Giving the background of his 
visit, Mr. Basu said that he had been 
looking forward to an occasion to 
visit Bangladesh where his fore- 
fathers used to live. Hle sounded 
nostalgic when he said “I am very 
happy to be here to visit my ances- 
tral home.” Te obser. cath. t incean 
Forcign Minister Naiayan Dutt 
Tewari had a successful visit: to 
Dhaka recently and wrote him to 
visit Bangladesh. 

Asked how he was feeling to be in 
Bangladesh, he joked “I have seen 
the airport only” and he hastened to 
add that he was told by the people 
who visited Bangladesh recently 
that Dhaka is a changed city now 
and it would be difficult for him to 
recognise it. Ele regretted that his 
visit would be short and he would 
not have time to visit any place 
excepting his ancestral home at Bar- 
di under Sonargaon upazila_ in 
Narayanganj. 

In reply to a question, the West 
Benga! Chief Minister said that the 
Tecsta Barrage had gone into trial 
operation covering about 2,000 
acrcs out of total 22,000 acres of 
land. He observed that it would take 
seven to cight years time for com- 
picte commissioning of the barrage. 

Asked to comment on problems 
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in the Punjab and Darjceling, the 
Marxist feader condemned the 
secessionist movement by Sikh ex- 
tremists in the Punjab, Gurkhas in 
Darjeeling and “Bangali Khedao” 
(Expel Bengalis) gangs in Assan. 
He felt that these movements were 
hampering the national interest of 
India and he hoped that the move- 
ments would not succced. 

The West Bengal Chief Minister 
secmed to be confident when asked 
about the prospect of his Left Front 
in the forthcoming State Assembly 
election in West Bengal. “We shall 
easily win the. clection”, he told 
newsmen. He did not consider the 
resignation of the Mayor of Calcutta 
Corporation as a threat to his Front 
in the coming election. 

Earlier on arrival at the Zia Inter- 
national Airport by a Bangladesh 
Biman flight, the West Bangal Chief 
Minister was received by Deputy 
Prime Minister incharge of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Dr.M. 
A. Matin and Begum Matin and 
Deputy Foreign Minister Wajed Ali 
Khan Panniand Mrs. Panni. Indian 
High Commissioner Mr. 1. §. Chada 
was also present at the airport. 

Mr. Jyoti Basu is accompanied by 
his wife Mrs. Kamala Basu, his son 
Subrata Basu and sister-in-law Mrs. 
Manjula Roy and other members of 
his seven-member entotirage 
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{Text ] 


West Bengal Chief Minister 
Jyoti Basu left Dhaka yesterday 
after a stay of four-days, satis- 
fied with his first ever visit to 
independent Bangladesh. 

‘*‘We are extremetly happy 
with the visit even though it was 
very short—we—particularly my 
wife-are very keen to come back 
here again’’ said Mr. Basu, whose 
**goodwill” visit to this: country 
took place at the invitation 
of Bangladesh government. 

The West Bengal Chief 
Minister during his stay here, 
met Banglade: leaders inclu- 
ding President Ershad. The Cen- 
tral Government of India and 
President Ershad want to farther 
strengihen the existing fricndly 
tics between two countries, he 
said. 

Mr. Basu said that although 
it was a subject between Bangla- 
desh Government and the Cen- 
tral Governinent of India to 
talk about the bilateral matters, 
he did discuss some of the issues 
likethe ‘‘Tin Bigha, sharing 
of waters, etc. here. Tho 
Central Indian Government ¢n- 
couraged me for the visit to 
Bangladesh and I feel two coun- 
tries should not have irritants 
in their bilateral ties,” observed 
the Marxis¢ Chief Minister, 
whose Left Front Govt. plays 
opposition role in ths Central 
Indian Government. 

‘‘We must honour the inter- 
national accord on Tin Bigha 
and I think there should be no 
problem in Bangladesh getting 
it eventually,’ he said about the 
handing over of Tin Bigha cor- 
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ridor to Bangladesh. 

Mr Basu admitted 
that Farakka is a problem 
for two countries and sald 
ho had talks here about 
both long-term and short-term 
methods for sharing of Ganges 
waters. About the waters of 1: vcr 
Teesta, he said agreement bet- 
ween two countries were neces- 
sary for sharing Teesta waters. 


Asked whether heavy cons- 
umption of water of the Ganges 
in the upper reaches of India 
was also affecting West Bengal, 
the Chief Minister replied in the 
alfirmative and said there existed 
a “Ganga action plan’’ in 
India made up by the chief 
ininisters Of West Bengal, 
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh on the 
issuc of Ganges waters. He 
said thointerest of Bangladesh 
should also be protected in any 
understanding between Bangla- 
desh and India on the issue of 
sharing Ganges waters. 


Mr Basu, who originally 
hails from village Barodi under 
Narayanganj district, described 
his visit to his ancestral home 
Hee family members as ‘wonder- 

ul,’”’ 


He said he met several persons 
here including Awami League 
Chicf Sheikh Hasina. Ho dec- 
lined to reply toa question on 
attitude towards central Indian 
goveinment, saying ‘‘you know 
our cppositinn to Congress 
Government but I don’t want 
to comment on that in a foreign 
country.” 


The West Bengal Chief Mi- 
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nister, who has been in his post 

tlon for an uninterrupted ten 

years at tho head of the Leftfront 
Government, made the visit to 

Bangladesh after long 41 years. 

He visited his ancestral village 

after 45 years—last being there 

in 1941, 


He was seen off at the air- 
port by Deputy Prime Minister 
prof M.A. Matin and his wife, 
and Deputy Minister for For- 
eign Affairs, Mr. W.A. Khan 
Panni and Mrs. Panni. 

The Indian High Commis- 
sioner in Whaka, Mec. LS. 
Chadha, was also present with 
his spouse. 

PTI adds from Calcutta: Mr 
Jyoti Basu, said here today that 
Tin Bigha should go to Bangla- 
desh in accordance with the 
Indo-Bangla treaty. 

Mr. Basu, who returned from 
Dhaka after a four day visit to 
Bangladesh told newsmen at 
the Calcutta airport that he was 
happy with “informal discus- 
sions’’ with Bangladesh leaders. 
Hie told a questioner that he 
would convey the outcoins of 
his talks to the centre. 


Replying to another ques- 
tion, the Chief Minister said the 
problem of sharing of Ganga 
water would take ‘‘a tittle more 
time’’ for solution. 

The Chief Minister, along 
with his wife, ‘son and sister-in 
law, was received at the airport 
by the Bangladesh Deputy High 
Commissioner, Mr SM Rashed 
and high officials of — the state 
government. 
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[Text ] 


Bangladesh has urged India to 
make available 50 per cent water of 
all the 54 common rivers and 75 per 
cent of the Brahmaputra river. The 
view point of Bangladesh was made 
clear to the Indian Government in 
course of discussions in various 
meetings on water sharing between 
the two neighbouring countries. An 
authoritative source told this corres- 
pondent on Monday that India has 
not yet responded to the Bang- 
ladesh demand.* 

The source, however, said that 
tripartite talks between India, Nepal 
and Bangladesh for augmentation of 
water by constructing <lams in Nepal 


-would contioue: 


Bangladesh 
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Meanwhile, the attention of the 
source was drawn to the recent 
remark of West Bengal Chicf Minis- 
ter Jyoti Basu as rcgaids Bang- 
ladcsh’s attitude towards the Indian 
barrage at Gajalduba, on the Teesta 
river. The West Bengal Chicf Minis- 
ter told newsmen in Dhaka after a 
four-day goodwill visit that he was 
not aware of the fact that Bang- 
ladesh bad raised any objection to 
the trial run of the barrage ot 
Gajaldoba in Jajpaiguri district. ‘Ihe 
source said that the remarks of the 
West Bengal Chief Minister was not 
correct. The source said that, in 
fact, four letters were written to the 
Indian Irrigation Minister by the 
Irrigation Minister, 
since November 22 to October 1, 
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1986 urging India not to teke any 
arbitrary -Iccision as regards the 
Teesta water. Bui no response was 
received from the Indian side, the 
source sii. 

It may tc recalled that according 
to an ad hoc agreement reached at 
the 25th mecting of the Joint River 
Commission in July 1983, India was 
to get 39 per cent, Bangladesh 36 
per cent of the Teesta water during 
the lean petiod and the remaining 
25 per cent of water would remain 
unallocated. 

India has. however, gone for trial 
run of the barrage at Gajaldoba 
distegarding the cartier agreement. 
The Teesta barrape project of Bang- 
ladcsi would, therefore, fail to 
achieve its Jesired results wheo 
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thete is no surety of the availability 
of watcrs because of the arbitrary 
withdrawal of waters by India at 
Gajaldoba. 

The Teesta barrage project in 
Rangpur has been planned to pio- 
vide irrigation facilities to 1.89 mil- 
lion actes of land. The 36 per cent 
water, which was to be made avail- 
able to Bang!adesh as per the cx- 
pired ad hoc arrangement, was quite 
inadequate for irrigation of the com- 
mand area. Further reduction and in 
the absence of any fresh agreement 
the situation would be even worse. 
By June this yerr the amount of 
money to be spent on the project 
will stand at Laka 280 crore. An 
amount of Taka 1400 crore would 
be required to connplete the project. 
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{Text ] 


The 6th session of Bangladesh- 
Pakistan Joint Committce on Trade 
concluded in Islamabad on Wednes- 
day with the signing of agreed mi- 
nutes, reports BSS. 

Commerce Secretary and leader 
of Bangladesh delegation A.B.M 
Ghulam Mostafa and Commerce 
Secretary of © Pakistan Mukhtar 
Masud signed the agreed minutcs on 
behalf of their respective govern- 
ments, a PID handout said. 

Both sides agreed that concerted 
efforts should be made to further 
increase the volume of trade be- 
tween the two countries for their 
mutual benefit. They also agreed 
that frequent consultatigns between 
the public and private sectors of the 
two countrics will take place to 
achieve the objcctives. 

Pakistan agreed to import a num- 
ber of items from Bangladesh such 
as tea, fruits, jute and jute goods, 
newsprint, leather, light industrial 
goods, telephone cables. They parti- 
cularly fixed target of 79 million 
kilograms of tea to be impur:ec per 
annum from Bangladesh. 

At present, Bangladesh an! 
Pakistan have a special trading 
agreement in addition to the general 
trade agreement between the two 
countrics. 

The just concluded discussions 
were held in a very cogdial atnios- 
phere and it is expected that trade 
between the (wo countrics will show 
satisfactory upward trend during the 
coming months. 

During his visit to Pakistan, 
A.B.M. Ghulam Mostafa met a 
large number of traders and public 
sector representatives including an 
address to the Pakistan Federation 
of Chambers of Commerce aud In- 
dustry, chairman and representa- 
tives of the top banks 
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A loan agreement of SDR 
8,950,000 was signed between Bang- 
ladesh and International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
on Wednesday, at IFAD headquar- 
ters in Rone for the marginal aud 
small farms systems crop intensifica- 
tiun project in Bangladesh, and 
vificial message received in Dhaka 
said. reports BSS. 

Mr. Waliur Rhaman, Bangladesh 
Ambassador aad Permanent Repre- 
sentative to FAO and IFAD signed 
the agreement on behalf of the 
Baneladesh while Mr. Idris jazairy, 
President of IFAD sipned on behalf 
of the fiyned, 

The project to be financed to 
assist in improving agricultural pro- 
ductivity, creating job opportuni- 
tics, incomes and the nutritional 
statues of the marginal and small 
farmers in the flood prone Kurigram 
district 

The President of IFAD in his 
Statement expressed = satisfaction 
over implementation of on-going 
porjects and reiteratd his deter- 
mination to assist Bangladesh in its 
efforts towards rusal and agricultu 
ral de clopment, . 

errant ater (tar Ulaset cae spate 
natural calamities and economic dif- 
ficulties, Bangladeshis creating a 
favourable climate for sustainable 
growth and development of the agri- 
cultural and rural economy. 

He reiterated his support for 
Bangladesh policy of agricultural 
intensification and crop diversifica- 
tion with a viwe to increasing agri- 
cultural production and alleviating 
rural poverty through creating jobs 
for the rural people particularly 
landless people and the marginal 


and small farmers. 

Describing this project as a new 
model for rural development in 
Bangladesh the President hoped 
that it would bring visible bencfits to 
the rural poor covered under the 
programme. 

Ambassador Waliur Rahman in 
his reply thanked the President and 
his colleagues for their assistance 
leading to the signing of the agice- 
ment and assured them that Gov- 
ernment of Bangladesh would take 
appropriate measures for the suc- 
cessful implementation of the pro- 
ject. He lauded the poinccring role 
bing played by IFAD in assisting the 
poverty focussd projcets in the de- 
velopment countries — including 
Bangladesh to improve the econv- 
mic condition of the needy coun- 
tries. In conclusion he hoped that 
IFAD would continue to give a high 
priority to Bangladesh in the fund's 
leading programme. 

Bangladesh has so far reccived 
the highest number of loans 
amounting approximately US dol- 
lars 58 million. 
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Bangladesh and the 
Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) agreed to 
raise the volume of 
bilateral trade 
between the two 
countries to 25 mil- 
lion U.S, dollars 
under the fifth bar- 
ter protocol signed 
between the two 
countries in Dhaka 
on Thursday, a PID 
handout said, reports 
BSS, 


The Commerce Sccretary, Mr. 
A.B.M. Ghulam Mustafa, and Vice 
Minister for Forcign Trade of 
DY RK, Mr. Song Hui Chol, signed 
the barter protecol on behalf of 
their respective governments. 


Under the protocol, Bangladesh 
will export to DPRK jute products, 
jute carpets, raw jute, tea, hides and 
skin, finished leather, soaps, deter- 
gents, toiletries, specialised textiles 
and light industrial products. 

On the other hand, import from 
DPRK to Bangladesh under this 
protocol will include machine tools 
and workshop equipment, cement, 
iron and steel products, dyes and 
chemicals, artificial resins and che- 
mical products, sugar, cotton (raw), 
steam coal-and pharmaceutical raw 
materials. 

Both the sides expressed identical 
views upon the increased role of 
TCB, the State Trading House of 
Bangladesh, as a conduit of trade 
between the two countries. 

The Commerce Secretary thank- 
ed the members of the visiting 
DPRK trade delegation and hoped 
that the prescnt agreement would 
strengthen further the bond of 
friendship that already existed be- 
tween Bangladesh and the DPRK. 
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[Text] 


Finance Minister Mr. M. 
Sayeduzzaman told the Jatiya Sang- 
sad on Sunday that the country 
would have to pay an interest of 
Taka 249.9 crore on long-term fore- 
ign loans during the fiscal year 
1986-87. Interest on foreign loan 
amounting to Taka 217.7 crore was 
paid during the year 1985-86. 

Replying to a written quction by 
Mr. Abul Kalam Majumdar (AL), 
the Finance Minister said the in- 
terest on forcign loan constituted 
7.7 per cent of our export earning in 
1985-86 and it would be 8.1 per cent 
in the current fiscal year. Replying 
to another uestion by Shah 
Mohammed Abu Zafar. (BAK- 
SAL) the Finance Minister dis- 
closed that the total external debt of 
Bangladesh stood at 6398.4 million 
U. S. dollars equivalent to Taka 
19,707.1 crore on December 
31,1986. The quantum of external 
Loan was 3760.9 million U.S. dol- 
lars on December 31, 1981 which 
was equivalent to taka 7,457.9 crore 


Loan Interest Noted 


as per the prevailing exchange rate 
at that time. 

Replying to yet another question 
by Mr. Abul Kalam Majumdar, Mr. 
Sayeduzzaman told the House that 
the amount of external loan was 
792.4 million U.S, dollars equiva- 
lent to Taka 1083.2 crore as per 
prevailing exchange rate on June 30, 
1975. 

Replying to a written question by 
Syed Altaf Hussain (NAP) Mr. 
Sayeduzzaman said that Bangladesh 
received a total of 14,001.5 million 
U.S. dollars equivalent to Taka 
26,575.8 crore as loans and grants 
till June, 30, 1986 since independ- 
ence. 

The Finance Minister told the 
House that during last five years no 
gold was imported into the country. 
But the Customs scized 35,480 tolas 
of gold and deposited it to Bang- 
ladesh Bank. Bangladesh Bank 
purchased this gold vt Taka 
12,37,05,297 and the money went to 
the Government exchequer. ‘The 


Deficit With India 
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Bangladesh Bank is completing the 
formalities for purchase of remain- 
ing 2.290 tolas of gold, he informed. 

The Finance Minister told a ques- 
tioner that the total reserve of fore- 
ign exchange in Bangladesh Bank 
stood at 394.57 million dollars 
equivalent to taka 1214.10 crore on 
December 31,1986. The reserve was 
110 million dollars on December 
31,1974. 

BSS adds:— The Finance Minis- 
ter said that the foreign debts were 
received in the form of project aid, 
commodity aid and food grants . 
The available food grans had 
helped in meeting the food deficit in 
the country. 

Replying to a supplementry ques- 
tion from Muslim League member 
Mr. Ayenuddin. the Finance Minis- 
ter said that the Finance Ministry 
was Publishing a booklet containing 
the terms and conditions of the 
foreign debts which would be hand- 
ed over to the Parliament Members 
by this month 
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[Text] 


Bangladesh's trade deficit with 
India stood at Taka 953.40 crore in 
the bilateral trade between the two 
countries since independence. 

This wis disclosed in the Jatiya 
Sangsad on Monday by Commerce 
Minister Major General (Rtd) M.A. 


Munim in reply’to a written ques- 
tion by Khandaker Mohammed 
Khurram. The Commerce Minister 
told the questioner that Bangladesh 
imported different goods worth 
Taka 1349. 46 crore from India from 
July, 1972 to June, 1986. Rang- 
ladesh exported goods worth only 
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Taka 396.6 lakh to India during the 
same pericd. 

The Commerce Minister in- 
formed the House that Bangladesh 
imported from India books, chemic- 
als, machinery, agricultural machin- 
ery, taw materials for Ayurvedic 
and Unani medicine, salt, yarn, dry 
and fresh fruits, table fans, hooks, 
marble stones, marble powder, 
boulders and chips, motor vehicles, 
spices, spares for cycles, tyres and 
tubes etc. Bangladesh exported to 
India during this period jute, jute 
goods, newsprint, paper, rayon, 
glycerin, molasses, fish, naftha, fur- 
nace oil, betumin, Icather, nylone 
waste, jute cazpet, pulp, wheat and 
rice’ dust, duck’s breast feather, 


pulses, magazines, and newspapers. . 


. The Commerce Minister told the 
House that the Government taken 
up a number of steps to gear up 


export to India to reduce the trade: 


imbalance. These include export of 
more Banlgadeshi commodities, ex- 
emption of tax on certain commod- 


ities such as Jamdani saree and jute 
carpet. The steps also include ex- 


port of larger volume of newsprint, 


leather and fertilizer. ' 
Replying to another question by 
Mr. Rashed Mosharraf, the Com- 
merce Minister said there was no 
definite list of items to be imported 
from India in the last trade protocol. 
He told the louse that any com- 
modity could be imported from In- 
dia at competitive price if the quali- 
ty was acceptable to Bangladesh. 
Replying to a question by Mr. Ima- 
juddin Pramanik, the Commerce 
Minister informed the House that 
Bangladesh exported 72.61 million 
cft Icather in 1985-86 and earned a 
fareign exchange of Taka 180.24 
crore. In 1986-87 the target has been 
set to export much higher and in six 
months ending in December last the 
total export of leather is 66.74 mil- 
lion cft and earned foreign exchange 
worth Taka 185.84 crore. 
Replying to yet another question 
by Mr. Pramanik, the Commerce 


Export Thrust Fails 
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[Text ] 


Despite the government's 
major thrust to increase 
Bangladesh's export ear- 
nings during the first half 
ofthe current fiscal year 
(FY 87) earnings have 
trailed behind the _ half- 
yearly target and are less 
than the income of the 
corresponding period of 
the previous year (FY °86) 
beth in dollar and taka 
terms due to’ the extra- 
ordinary international 
market situation of depressed 
prices of some’ key export 
items. 

Bangladesh exported 
commodities to the tune of 
$435.20 million (Tk 13.125 
billion) against .a_ target 
of $500 million (Tk 16 
billion) during this Juty- 


December period, according 
to Export Promotion Bureau 
sources. 


Export receipts during 
this period were $19.43 
million less than the earn- 
ings of $454.63 million in the 
corresponding period of FY 
86. Intaka terms export 
earnings were Tk 14] mill- 
ion less than the earnings 
of Tk. 13.266 billion in the 
corresponding period of 
FY 8€. 

The major export items, 
raw jute and jute goads, 
have registered a price 
decline of about 43 percent 
during the first half of FY 
87 pointing to a further 
unfavorable turn. in the 
country’s terms of trade. 


Earnings from the 


Minister said that the target of 
importing C.I. sheet has been sct at 
20 thousand metric tons and Taka 
22.50 crore had been earmarked for 


simport of old cloth during the cur- 
rent fiscal year. He also told the 
House replying to a question by Mr. 
Abul Kalam Majumdar that four 
thousand importers had been given | 
the licence to import 30 thousand 
tons of C.L. sheet so far and 2.993 
importers had been allotted Taka 
22.50 crore’ worth of licence to 
import old cloth. 
The number of cement dealers 


_ appointed by TCB is 1761 and 400 


others are being appointed by the 
Chemical Industzies Corporation. 
The Commerce Minister gave the 
district wise name of the dealers. 


The Commerce Minister told a 
questioner that the import of 100 


. per cent old cotton cloth, old blank- 


ets; mosquite nets, ganjecs, under- 
wear for both men and women 
brassicrs and bed sheets is totally 
banned. 


export of raw jute declined 
to $37.86 million or 20 
percent due to a 42 percent 
fall in unit price thongh in 
volume terms it rose by 35 
percent. 


In the first half of the 
current FY 87 jute _ goods 
export declined to $127.73 
million or about 28 percent 
while in the  corfrespon- 
ding period of last year it 
earned $175.93 million un- 
der this head. 


However, earnings from 
frozen foods, like shrimps, 
froglegs and fish, have 
shown an increasing trend. 
Export earnings under this 
head have increased to 
$80.60 million (Tk 2.61  bil- 
lion) against $65.25 million 
(Tk 1.90 billion) in the cor- 








respoading period of 
FY 86. 


Earnings from _ these 
items have increased by 32 
percent as frozen food prices 
registered a slight increase 
and the quantity also rose 
over the same period. 


Export earnings from 
the now vital ready-to-wear 
garments sector stood at 
$70.80 million ( Tk. 2.13 
billion ). During the same 
period of last year it was 
$63.27 million (Tk 1.84 
billion). 

Leather export has regis- 
tered a 100 percent increase 
while prices remained some- 
what constant. Earnings 
from this item were $61.62 
million ( Tk 1.85 billion ) 
during the first half of the 
current FY 87 while in the 
corresponding period of last 
year it was $31.69 = million 
( Tk 0.92 billion ). 


Tea export also has 
increased slightly. During 
the first half of FY 87 earn- 
ings from tea stood at $21. 
2; million’ (Tk 641.88 
million) while during last 
year’s corresponding period 
it was $19.77 million ( Tk 
576.85 million). 


Export earnings from 
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Commerce Nlinistes Alajor 
General (rid) MOA. Munim dis 
closed in the Jativa. Sangsad on 
Monday that since the liberation of 
the country till last fiscal year the 
total import in the country was to 
the tune of Taka 49,159.50 crote 
while the export during the same 
period amounted to Taka 15,713.56 
crore leaving a trade deficit of Taka 
33,445.94 crore 

In repiv to a question the Com- 
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agricultural products, like 
vegetables, tobacco, etc., 
have registered an increasing 
trend. During the first six 


‘months agricultural  pro- 


ducts earned $12.23 million 
(Tk 368.77 million) while in 
the same period last year 
earnings were $10.57 million 
(Tk 308.35 million). 


Jute goods accovnted 
for 2935 percent, frozen 
foods 19.96 percent, ready- 
to-wear garments 16.27 per- 
cent, leatver 14.16 percent, 
raw jute 8.70 percent, tea 
4.89 percent and = agricul- 
tural products 2.81 percent 
of total export earnings 
during the first half of the 
current l'Y 87 according to 
EPB sources. 


Total earnings from the 
manufactured commodities 
have registered a 7 percent 
decline to $275.51 million 
(Tk 8.309 billion) during 
the first half of FY &? 
against the target of $330 
million. 


While in the same per- 
iod of FY 8&6 earnines 
were $294.99 million (Tk 
8.60 billion). Manufactured 
commodities accounted for 
63.31 percent of the _ total 
export earning of the coun- 


Foreign Trade Deficit 


‘merece Minister told the House that 


during the fast fiscal year the trade 
deficit amounted to ‘Taka 4855.93 
crore while in 1972-73 it was Taka 
69.42 crore 

Tov another question the Com 
merce Minister said that Baneladesh 
had trade stuplus curing the last 
fiscal year with 44 countiics melud 
ing the USA, Soviet Union, France, 
Canada, and Pakistan, He informed 
the Hlouse taht Bangladesh had 
trade deficit with similar number of 
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try. 


During the first half of 
FY 87 total earnings from 
primary commodities were 
$15°.69 million (Tk 4.81 
billion) against a target of 
$169 million, while in the 
same period of FY &6 
earnings were $159.64 mill- 
ion (Tk 4.65 billion). 


Earnings from primary 
commodities accounted for 
36.69 percent of total 
export receipts during the 
first half of FY 87. | 


Economists feel that » 
hefty step up in exports is 
the only way the nation 
can continue to pay for its 
imports. 


What has to. keprir 
mind is that the go! ':n 
period of the 1970s and 
1980 when remittances 
from Bangladeshi workers in 
the Middle-Eastern countries 


bloated our foreign exchanre 
kitty is likely to come to an 
end soon. 


The cause for concern 
stems from the fact that the 
trade deficit has shown aa 
increasing trend over the 
years. 


countries during the same ponod 

In reply to @ question the Com 
merce Ministe: further said) that 
sugar was not imported this year 
through private sector, Te added 
that Bangladesh Sugar ond Pood 
Industries Corporation imported 
the vor PT O00 metric tons of sugar 
wnder Waee Earners Scheme. 1CB 
had not imported sugar unter this 
scheme during the current: fiscal 
year, he said 
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The country imported » 
total of 2 crore 63 lakh and 90 
thousand tons of foodgrains 
worth about Taka 8,429.3 crore 
till Decem’oer last since Indepen- 


_ This was disclosed by State 
Minister for Food Sardar Amjad 
Hossain. in a written reply toa 
question from Syed Altaf Hos- 
sainof NAP (Unity) in the 
Jatiya Sangsad yesterday . 

Last year, the country impor- 
ted 11 lakh 61 thousand and 89 
tons of wheat and 86,800 metric 
tons. of rice. The rice was impor- 
ted from United States under 
PL-480 title II and from 
Pakistan and Thailand under a 
Japanese grant. 

Replying to another ques- 
tionfrom Shah Mohammad 
At Zafar of Baksal, the state 
minister said the government 
had a plan to import $5,000 
metric tonsof rice in the 
current year from  Pakisran 
umler a Japanese (K.R) grant 
and from Burma under a commo- 

dity exchange programme. 
The agreement for importing 
45,000 metric tons of rice from 
Pakistan under the Japanese 
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grant has already been signed 
and the formalities of signing 
agreement with Burma for 
10,000 metric tons is now at 
the final stage, he added. 
Sardar Amjad Hossain fur- 
ther informed the house that the 
foodgrains target for the current 
financial year was fixed at 1.74 
crore tonsand ex the 
hope that the target would 


be achieved with the harvests of 


boro and aman paddy wheat 

and the import from outside. 
Replying to a supplimes 

question from Sheikh aziul 
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| Karim Selim of Awami League 


he said that there wass 
shortfall of foodgrains from ths 
target but he added that the food 
deficit was gradually declining. 

The State Minister said that 
about 414 ic tons of 
rice found not suitable for 
human consumption was lying 
in the food godowns in the 
country at present. He said 
this type or rice is not put on 
sale and is usually destroyed as 
per the rules. 

In a_ written reply to a 
question from Mr. Imajuddin 
Pramanik of Awami League, 
Sardar Amjad Hossain said that 


_ a total of 520 food godowns were 


constructed in different parts of 
the country with foreign assis- 
tance over a period of four years 
from 1982 to 1985. 

The state minister said that 
atota! of Taka 73.88 crore 
which included foreign assistance 
of Taka 68.73 crore was spent 
for construction of these 


godowns. 
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Bangladesh will receive a grant of 
65.5 million Canadian dollars 
equivalent to Taka 245 crore as 
commodity aid to import industrial 
commoditics from C2:.ada under a 
memorandum of understanding 
signed in Dhaka on Tuesday be- 
tween the two countries, reports 
BSS. 

The menorandum of understand- 
ing was signed by the Finance Minis- 
ter, Mr. M. Syeduzzaman and the 
visiting Canadian Forcign Minister, 
Mr. Joe Clark, on behalf of the two 
governments. 

They also signed three exchange 
letters enhancing Canadian con- 
tribution of another 10.19 million 


Canadian dollars equivalent to Lake, 


22 crore to three different projects. 
There are: multi-year food aid prog- 
ramme, small scale water control 
structures and load despatch centre. 


Singning the memorandum of 
understanding and the exchange Ict- 
ters, the Canadian Foreign Minister 
showed his keen intcrest in cxpand- 
ing range of economic cooperatior 
in Bangladesh. 

He referred to the long traditior 
of cvoperation between Bangladcst 
and Canada and appreciated the 
Bangladesh Government for mak- 
ing the best use of Caraitics qoxiat 
ance. ‘We are impressed by the 
general success achieved by the gov- 
ernment”, he added. 

The Finance Minister expressed 
his gratitude to the people and the 
government of Canada for their 
generous assistance to Bangladesh 
in different food aid and develop- 
ment programmes. 


With the signing of the current 
memorandum of understanding, the 
total Canadian commodity grant to 
Bangladesh since 1972 would be 
around 175 million Canadian dol- 
lars. 

Under the multi-year food aid 
programme, Canada will provide 
another eight million Canadian dol- 
lars to import rapeseed oil as grant 
from April this year. Earlier, Cana- 
da provided 150 million as food aid 
for 1985-86 to 87-88. 


For the Small-Scale Water Con- 


- trol Structures programme 


(SSWCS), Canada will provide 1,39 
million Canadian dollats in addition 
to 13.4 million dollars already com- 
mitted. 

The SSWCS programmes being 
implemented by Bangladesh Water 
Development Board is one of the 
successful irrigation projects in 
Bangladesh. When completed in 
December 1987, these projects will 
improve irrigation and flood control 
service to over 250.000 acres. 


The third exchange letter con- 
cerning load despatch centre, Cana- 
da will provide 0.8 million Canadian 
dollars equivalent to Taka 1.75 
crore to improve the reliability, 
security, quality, safety and efficien- 
cy of power network. Canada had 
already committed 7.96 million 
Canadian dollars to complete the 
Load Despatch Centre (LDC) at 
Siddhirgan}. The enhanced Cana- 
dian assistance will be spent to 
increase the number of sub-stations 
connected to the LDC from 15 to 
40. 
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Formal, Informal Talks 
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{Text} 


Canadian Foreign Minis- 
ter C. Josepn Clark’s five- 
day official visit to Bangla- 
desh ended on February 5 
with pious words and high 
hopes. 

Despite wishes to intensify 
efforts for greater investment 
and achieving stable, and 


balanced growth of trade no. 


concrete decisions and direc- 
tives were made outside the 
pucview of the development 
assistance. 

The Canadian Foreign 
Minister did not agree to 
untie Canada’s assistances to 
Bangladesh on the ground 
that there exists strong polt- 
tical constraints in this 
regard in his country, said 
sources close to Joe Clark. 

During the last 15 years 
the trade deficit with Ottowa 
stood at more than $1 billion 
und most of it was financed 
by Canadian aid. Since 
independence Canada has 
disbursed a total of $0.7 


billion (Canadian $1 billion). . 


In FY 86 the trade deficit 
with Ottowa stood at almost 
$100 million as Dhaka could 
export commodities worth 
only $13.28 million against 
imports of $113.86 million. 
Jute and jute goods constitu- 
ted about half the exports 
from Bangladesh while about 
4S percent was earned by the 
ready-to-wear garments. 


About additional jute 


und jute goods purchase the 
Canadian side said that they 
did not oaced more of it 
right now. More ready-to- 
wear garments purchase 
also could not get ahead. 
The Canadian side said that 
Baneladesh is now one of 
the top twelve garment 
suppliers to Canada. 

When asked, Joe clark 
said at the press conference 
that garment imports from 
these countries were grow- 
ing in the last five years at a 
race of I) percent fer 
annum. This has made it 
difivit for Canada to 
manage and protect its 
domestic industry. 

The Canadian Foreign 
Minister, however, agreed 
to heip in Organizing a 
trade fair in , Toronto next 
April by the Export Promo- 
tion Bureau to increase 
Bangladesh's export to the 
North American: market. 

Joe Clark, who was for a 
short time his couatry’s 
prime minister, told the 
press cooference that 
Canadian-aided —_ projects in 
Bangladesh were fully 


utilizing the resources, but 


it is learnt that io the format 
talks Joe Clark told Bang'a- 
desh that there were occa- 
sional indication of misuses 
of its resources. 

The cdonor-recipient 
relationship between, the 


two countries was also 
reflected in the formal 
and informal talks. Joe 
clark desired that it would 
be very helpful for his 
country if Canadian = com- 
panies won some of the 
major contracts now being 
tendered and their success 
would show Bangladesh as 
acountry of opportunity 
for Caracdian firms. 

The Canadian _ side 
argued that fields where the 
priorities of Bangladesh and 
the capacities of Canada 
coincided should be identi- 
fied. According to the 
roreign Minister the enezgy 
sector has major opportiuni- 
ties for Canada-Bangladesh 
cooperation. Other sectors 
in Bangladesh where = opp- 
ortunities for Canada exist 
were indicated as transpor- 
tation and construction. 

Canadian Foreign Min- 
ister Clark did not hide his 
desire when he said, ‘We 
must intensify the process 
of connecting your priori- 


‘ ties with our expertise if we 


want to strengthen a_i rela- 
tion built on aid into one 
growing by trade and 
investment.” 

More Canadians must 
be made more aware of the 
commercial opportunities 
in Bangladesh, Joe Clark 
said. “Ihave proposed to 
Fresident Ershad that we 


take advantage of his presence in Canada in October for the Commonwealth Sum- 
mit to arrange direct meetings with Canadian investors, entrepreneurs and im- 
porters, who might be interested in doing business with Bangladesh," he added. 


Bangladesh and Canada signed an agreement of a grant of C$65.5 million as comm 
i1tles assistance to import industrial comm dities from Canada over the next 


five years, 
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ERSHAD VISIT, RELATIONS WITH PRC DISCUSSED 
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[Text] 


President Hussain 
Muhan.ned Ershad is likely 
to paya_ five-day visit to 
China next July aimcd at 
expanding and _ strengthen- 
ing economic ties and dec- 
pening furtber the excellent 
diplomatic relations with 
Beijing, Foreign Ministry, 
sources said. 

During the formal talks 
the Bangladesh. side will 
also lay stress on the prow- 
ing trade imbalance which 
is tilted against Bangladesh, 
it is learnt. 

Finance Minister M. 
Syeduzzaman will also lead 
a Bangladesh delegation to 
the 3rd session of — the 
Bangladesh-China Joint 
Economic Coniinission (JEC) 
to be held = next month in 
Beijing. 

The JEC was formed 
in November 1983 to 
strengthen economic, trade, 
scientific and technical 
cooperation between the 
two countries. 


The Ist session of the 
JEC was held in November 
1984 in Beijing and the 2nd 
session was held in January 
1986 in Dhaka. In both the 
sessions Syeduzzaman led 
the Bangladesh delegation. 

During the last nine 
years (FY 78-FY 86) Bangla- 
desh exported commodities 
worth $192.09 million 


while it «imported commo- 
dities tu the tune of $668.26 
million from China. 

Thus the trade deficit 
stocd at $476.17 million 
during the last njne vears. 

During the ‘last 9 years 
out of its total export to 
China $167.87 million was in 
barter trade. Nine barter 
protocols were signed since 
1977 with China but the 
implementation position was 
not up to the mark. 

President Ershad’s  for- 
theoming China visit will 
be his third trip to that 
country. He — visited China 
for the second time in July 
{985 and Chinese President 
Li Xiannian visited Bangla- 
desh in March. 1986. 

Bangladesh has a very 
special relation with China. 
China has so far provided 
Bangladesh with a total of 
$150 million — assistence 
under five interest free loans. 
The Friendship Bridge on 
the Buriganga, the larpest 
project funded by China, 
is likely to be constructed 
before the stipulated time. 

During President Ershad's 
China visit a loan agreement 
of $45 million was signed 
on July 6,1985 = mainly to 
cover the cost of — const- 
ruction of the bridge, half 
of the amount was grant 

The Polash Urea Fertili- 
ver Factory is the second 
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_be on the high 


largest project here comple- 
ted with =$40.47 million 
( hinese assistance and con). 
missioned before schedule 

Bangladesh is yet to 
start the implementation of 
some important projects, 
like the Rupganj water 
development project and 
minj-hydro project. 

Under the existing scien- 
tific and technical coopera- 
tion program signed with 
China during the 2nd _sess- 
ion of JEC a total of II 
study visits from  Bangla- 
desh and S from China 
were due for 1986 
Bangladesh had availed 
only three such study visits 
while China had completed 
4 study visits, it is learnt. 

Bangle Jesh Shilpa Bank 
has been negotiating  sup- 
plier’s credit of $20 million 
but the terms appeared = to 
side. The 
terms of the credit might be 
negotiated in the 3rd session 
of JEC. 

[he implementation of 
the Rupganj North Water 
Cecnservancy Project with 
Chivese assistance is yet to 
be started. China has 
recently prcposed wathdraw- 
al of their technical person- 
nel from the project site and 
to treat the project contract 
as cancelled. 


According to the Water 
Development Board there 
has been = some progress in 
ucquisition of land, site 
facilities have also been 


but | 


9] 


developed and China can 
start the work soon. 

But the bilateral shipping 
agreement signed with China 
in 1978 could — not be made 
operational as per agreement 
stipulating sharing cargo 
between flag vessels of the 
two conntries on 50:50 
basis. 

Bangladesh Shipping 
Corporation was supposed 
io get 50 percent of the total 
cargo. But the BSC is yet 
to get the same. The matter 
will he raised in the 3rd 
session of the HEC. 

An air service agreement 
was signed in July, 1980. 
But flight operations con- 
necting the capitals of the 
two countrics are yet to 
commence because of the 
delay in observing some 
essential formalities, like 
formation of route struc- 
ture, market survey, etc. A 
joint Meeting between the two 
sides was to take place long 
ago buthas yet to mate- 
rialize. 

There is a great deal of 
opportunity for setting up 
joint-venture projects both 
inthe public and — private 
sectors and = these = can be 
good instruments for trans- 
fer of resources and tech- 
nology. 

Bangladesh also attaches 
much importance to further 
consolidation of coopera- 
tion with Beijing and the 
relationship is now const- 
dered a model of South- 
South cooperation. 
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The National Committee on 
Science and Technology has 
been reconstituted and rena- 
med as the National Science 
and Technology Council to be 
headed by the President, reports 

Deputy Prime Minister in 
charge of Industries will be the 
Vice-President of the council. 

According to a government 
gazette publistied recently, the 
Science and Technology Division 
will provide secretariat service to 
the council. 

This is for the 7th time that 
the council has been reorganised 
since its formation in August, 
1975. Upto January 1982 the 


council was reorganised five time. 


In its 6th reorganisation in May, 
1983 the council was renamed as 
the committee. 

The council was formed to 
advise the government on formu- 
lation of national science and 
technology policv, determination 
of rescarch priorities in selectcd 
ateas, evaluation of different 
research activities and their stan- 
dard coordination of scientific 
tesearch and development acti- 
vities, determination of criteria 
in approving research projects 
and programmes and consi dcta- 
tion of other relevant affairs 


regarding science and _ techno- 
logy. 

The nafianal science and 
technology policy was formula- 
ted and announced by the 
government last year. 

Other members of the reor- 
ganised council ace Agriculture 


Minister, Religious Affairs Minis- 


ter, Works Minister, Finauce 
Minister, Education Minister, 
State Minister for Education 
Cabinet Secretary; four mem- 
bers of patliament to be nomi- 
nated by the President from 
four divisions; Member , Science 
and Technology Planning Com- 
mission, Agriculture Secretary, 
Local Government Secretary; 
Education Secretary, Industries 
Secretary; Secretary, Science 
and Technology Division, 
Health and Population Planning 
Secretary, Vice Chancellor, Ban- 
gladesh University of Engineer- 
ing and Technology; and 
eight prominent scientists to be 
nominated by the President, 
The eight scientists will 
include Chairman, Bangladesh 
Atomic Energy Commission ; 
Chairman, Bangladesh Council 
of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search and Chairman, Bangla- 
desh Medical Research Council, 
the gazette said, 
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President Hussain Muhammad 
Frshad on Friday emphatically de- 
clared the determination of his Gov- 
ermment to establish Bangla lan- 
guage in an honourable place in the 
national as well as international 
spheres, reports BSS. 

Addressing the nation over radio 
and television on the eve of the 
Shaheed Day, the President ex- 
pressed his firm belicf that no obsta- 
cles will remain there if “we are 
rcally motivated by patriotism and 
sincerity in establishing our mother 
tongue in its rightful position.” 

He said the beacon light of in- 
spiration that had Iced the nation to 
jump into the struggle of life and 
death for the cause of mother ton- 
gue and independence, will also 
encourage the people of the country 
to achieve the long-chcrished objec- 
tive. 

President Ershad referred to the 
steps taken by his Government for 
usc of Bangla in all spheres of 
national life and said “I had de- 
clared on January 24 in the Jatiya 
Sangsad that except in communica- 
tion with foreign countrics, in all 
other spheres, in the Government 
and private organisations, all Ietters 
and files will have to be maintained 
in Bangla.” 

The President said all the direc- 
tives he had given for ensuring use 
of Bangla in all spheres of national 
life arc being implemented prop- 
crly.“Use of Bangla has begun at all 
levels and I want to declare empha- 
tically that my Government is deter- 
mined to establish Bangla language 
in the national and international 
levels in its own honourable place.” 

He said his Government believes 
in deeds and not words and had 
taken realistic measures and steps 
for introduction of Bangla. He said 
a master-plan is now awaiting imple- 
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mentation for publication of a large 
number of books on modern scicn- 
tific and technological subjects at 
the initiative and patronage of the 
Government. He hoped that the 
intellectuals and others will come 
forward to establish Bangla in all 
institutions. 


All have equal right 
to pay respect 


President Ershad said Shaheed 
Minar is the first glorious monu- 
ment built to commemorate “our 
struggle for achieving freedom”. All 
in the socicty, irrespective of cast 
and creed, men and women have 
the equal right to pay their respect 
at the Shaheed Minar, he said 
adding: But, it is a shame for the 
nation that shameful and slandcrous 
incidents had been taking place 
there every year alter the independ- 
ence. All the sensible men are 
bound to be shocked by such acts, 
he said. 

The President said the nation can 
discharge its responsibil ty by giving 
nabons; fecognition and state hon- 
our to those who inspired the people 
at the dawn of our national awaken- 
ing by their supreme sacrifice, self- 
confidence and dauntiessness. 

He posed questiogs “But could 
we do that during the past years? 
Was not the sanctity of the Shahecd 
Day marred by narrow party in- 
terest? Could we maintain the tradi- 
tion that the head of state, on behalf 
of the country by pays respect by 
visiting the Shahced Minar?” 

In this context, he said it §s not a 
question of an individual but the 
identity of the head of state is that 
he represents the nation. “Could we 


maintain the dignity of the Shaheed | 


Minar during the last 15 years in the 
atmosphere that was created there 
in the name of observance gf the 
Shaheed Day? Will it be proper for 
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the head of state to go to the 
Shaheed Minar in such an atmos- 
phere.”: He asked and said “on the 
eve of Ekushey February I want to 
put forward these questions to the 
conscience of th nation and to all the 
citizens of the country. 

“Shaheed Minar is our national 
pride and the symbol of our unity 
and consciousness,” he said adding. 
“Today it should be the national 
endeavour to re-establish its 
dignity.” 


Shaheed Minar not a 


place of rivalry 


President Ershad said Shaheed 
Minar is not a place for rivalry, 
adding observance of Shaheed Day 
will be successful and meaningful 
when the atmosphere there will be 
congenial and the minar will be 
turned into a place for peaceful 
co-existence of the rival groups. 

The President called for taking 
pledge on the eve of the observance 
of great Shaheed Day not to have 
any more clashes, conflicts and 
bloodsheds at the Shaheed Minar. 
“Let us devote ourselves with the 
spirit of tolerance and sense of 
respect and confidence for one 
another to provide an institutional 
shape to the Shaheed Day and the 
Shaheed Minar at national level,” 
he said adding:“Let us build the 
base of national unity at the altar of 
the Shaheed Minar.” 

He paid deep respect to the im- 
mortal martyrs of the Language 
Movement on behalf of the nation 
and on his own befalf and said 
mother tonguc plays an important 
role in the development of the latent 
talents of a nation. Unless the 
mother tongue is developed and 
enriched and its use is ensured in all 
spheres of national life, necessary 
speed cannot be infused for the 
overall progress of the nation 








SPEAKER BARS MP'S FROM CRITICIZING PRESIDENT 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 20 Feb 87 p 1 


[Text] 


Speaker Shamsul Huda Chow- 
dhury barred the Members of the 
Parliament by a ruling in casting any 
aspersion on the presidential and 
parliament elections. In a ruling on 
the point of order raised by Health 
Minister Mr. Salahuddin Quader 
Chowdhury that some members had 
made adverse comments on the 
election of Presidext and the Mem- 
bers of the Parliament. The Speaker 
said on Thursday that the Article 
125(b) of the Bangladesh Constitu- 
tion clearly bars raising any question 
about the Presidential and the Pas- 
liament elections except through the 
prescribed manner. The Speakcr, 
therefore, said no member shall 
make any adverse comment on the 
Presidential and Parliament elcc- 
tions and if any one does it, it would 
be ultravires to the Constitution and 
will flout the Rules of Procedure of 
the House. ; 

The Speaker in his four-page long 
ruling said under Artic'e 48 of the 
Constitution President is the integ- 
ral part of the Parliament. He sum- 
mons the Parliament, he prorogues 
it and without his consent no bill of 
the Parliament shall be law. This is 
prevelant in all democratic countries 
like Britain and India. The Rules of 
_ Procedure of Bangladesh Parlia- 
ment were made within the 
framework of Articles 78 of the 
Constitution. Further, Article 75 
clearly prohibits making any offcn- 
sive expression about the Pres‘dent 
in the Parliament as the advcrse 
comment about the President and 
the Parliament were the samc. 

The Speaker quoted from the 
Parliamentary practice, in diffcrent 
democratic countrics of the world in 
support of his ruling and requested 
the membcrs to abide by the Rules 
of Procedure and make the Parlia- 
ment a decent place. He said ruling 
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comes into force with immediate 
effect and violation of it will be deult 
with under Section 15 and 16 of the 
Rules of Procedure which provides 
for expulsion of the Members from 
the House and suspend mem- 
bership. Imincdiatcly after giving 
the ruling the Speaker adjourned 
the Hlouse for Maghreb prayer. 
Major General (Retd) Khalilur 
Rahman of Awami I cague rose on 


a point of order when the house - 


resumed after Maghreb prayer. He 
challenged the ruling of the Spcak- 
er. But the speaker expunged the 
observations of Mr. Khalilur Rah- 


man from the proceeding. Later Mr. ' 


Malck Ukil, Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition told the House that the 
soverign can not be criticised and no 
adverse comment could be made 
against the sovercign. But in case of 
Britain the Queen does not belong 
to any party. But our President is 
the chief of a political party and 
hence he is not above criticism. 
At this stage Leader of the 
Opposition Shcikti Hasina took the 


floor and quoted from a pasliamen- 


tary practice that the ruling of the 
Speaker can not be challenged 
neither criticised. But it could be 
raised in the House for further 
clucidation. She was, however, told 
that the Speaker had clucidated 
enough in his four page ruling and it 
required no further explanation. 
Sheikh Hasina at this stage also 
made some comments which cre- 
ated chaotic scene in the House. In 
The Eight-Party Alliance members 
stood up when Mr. Tofacl Ahmed 
signalled them. They walkedout 
protesting the ruling. At the time of 
walkout many membcrs of the 
Eight-Party Alliance made advctse 
comment and offensive gestures 
which enraged the Treasury Bench 
members. There was at one point 
muscle flexing when Mr. Feroz of 
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Awami League made some coim- 
ments which was inaudible from the 
Press galery. Mr. Mizanur Rabman 
Chowdhury, Leader of the House 
and Prime Minister told the House 
that this incident had heralded an 
unfortunate chapter in our por- 
liamentary history when Opposition 
members stood up criticise the rul- 
ing of the Speaker. If the Speaker's 
ruling is challenged, how shall we 
establish democracy, he posed a 
question. 

Mr. A.S.M. Abdur Rah (JSD) 
was very much exciied and said the 
Eight-Party Alliance members led 
by Awami League challenged the 
ruling. He told the House they 
killed Shaheed Ali, they killed Par- 
lisament by passing the Fourth 
Amendment, they killed Siraj Sik- 
der.” He requested the Speaker to 
cancel their membership. 

The Jamaat members seemed to 
have been waiting for a chance to 
walkout and they did it when the 
Speaker said the adjournment mo- 
tion moved by Jamaat member Mr. 
Mujibur Rahman on killing of stu- 
dents at Patiya and Chittagong was 


' rejected by the Speaker. The leader 


of the Jamaat, Parliamentary Group 
Mir. Mujibur Raaman said they will 
not be inside the House where they 
were not allowed to talk. Later, the 
Muslim League and JSD (Siraj) also 
joined the queue on the plea that 
the Speaker did pot allow them to 
move a private member's bill on 
agricultural loan due to procedural 
problem. They also rose to walkout 
of the House and the Speaker ad- 
jurned the House till 4-30 p.m. on 
February 23. 

Earlier Mr. T.1.M. Fazle moved a 
private member's bill for introduc- 
tion of Bangla at all level in line with 
the directive of the President at his 
specch in the Parliament on January 
24 fast 














TEXT OF BILL FOR SEPARATION OF JUDICIARY FROM EXECUTIVE 
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[Text] 


A bill for separation of the 
judiciary from the executive 
was Introduced In the Saturday's 
session of the Parliament. 

The bill titled as the code 
of criminal procedure (amend- 
ment) Act, 1987 envisages a 
at oth of proposals regarding 
magistra 

eThe fuil text of the bill is 

as follows. 
* Whereas it is expedient fur- 
ther to amend the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 
1898), for the purposes herein- 
after appearing ; 

It tis hereby enacted as 
follows :— 

1. Short title, extent and 
commencement.—(1) This Act 
may be called the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1987. 

(2) Itextends to the whole 
of Banglaesh except the districts 
of Rangamati ill Tracts, Ban- 
darban Hill Tracts and Khagra- 
chari Hill Tracts. 

(3) It shall come into force 
On the Ist day of April, 1987. 

2. Amendment of section 4, 
Act V of 1898—In the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 
1898). hereinafter referred to as 
the sald Code, in section 4, in 
sub-section (1) for clause (u) the 
an shall be substituted, 
nam 

* ~ B “Upazila” means a 
Upazila of a district.” 

3. Insertion of new section 
4A, Act V of 1890—In the said 
Co Je, after section 4, the follow- 
ing new section shall be inserted, 
namelp :— 

**4A. Construction of refer- 
ences— (1) In this Code— 

(a) any refercnce, without 
any qualifying words, to a magi- 


strate, shall be costrued, unless 
the context otherwise requires, 
asa refer; nce to a Judicial 
Maristsate; 

(b) any reference ir a 
Magistrate of the first, second or 
third class shall, — 

(i) in relation toa Metro- 
politan Area be construed as a 
reference tv a Metropoll tan 
Magistrate exercising jurisdiction 
in that Area, 

(ii) in relation to any other 

area, be construed as a reference 
to a Magistrate of the first, 
second or third class exercising 
jurisdiction in that area. 

(2) Unless the context other- 
wise requires, any reference in 
any enactment — 

(a) without any qualifying 
words, to a Manistrate, shall be 
construed asa teference toa 
Julicial Magistrate ; 

(b) Toa Magistrate of the 
first, second or third = class in 
relation to any area outside a 
Metropolitan Area, shall be 
consttued asa_ referenceto a 
Magistrate of the first, second 
or third class exercising jurisdic- 
tion m that area, 

(c)toany arca_ which is 
included in a Metroplitan Arga, 

‘td be conterved as 2 reference 
to ‘such Metropolitan Area, and 
any reference to a Magistrate of 

the first, second or third class 
in tclation to such Arca, shall 
be construed as. reference to 
the Metropolian Magistrate exe- 
tcising jucisdion in that Area. 

(3) Where, under any law, 
other than this Codo, the func- 
tions exercisable by a Magis- 
trate rclate to matters— 

(a) which involve the app- 
reclation or shifting of evidence 
or the formulation of any deci- 
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sion which exposes any person 
to anv punishment or 
penalt or detention in custody 
pending investigation, Inquiry 
or trial or would have the 
effect of sending tim for trial 
before anv Court, they shall, 
subject to the provisions 
of this Code, be exercisable 
by a Judicial Magistrate; or 


(b) Which are adr:inistra- 
tive or executive in nature, such 
as, the granting of a licence, the 
suspension of cancellation of a 
licence, sanctioning a prosecu- 
tion or withdrawine from a pro- 
secution, they shall. subject as 
aforesaid, be exercisable by an 
Executive Magistrate’. 


4. Substitution of section 6 
Act V of 1898—In the said Code 
for section 6 the following shall 
be substituted namely: — 

**6. Classes of Criminal Court. 
(1) Besides the Supreme Court 
and the Courts constituted under 
any law for the time being in 
force othe: than this Code, there 
shall be two classes of Criminal 
Courts in Bangladesh namely :-— 


(a) Courts of Session ; 

(b) Courts of Magistrates. 

(2) There shall be twocla 
sses of Magistrates, namely :— 


(a) Judicial Magistrates : 

(b) Executive Magistrates. 

(3) There shall be four 
classes of Judicial Magistrate, 
namely :—- 

(a) Metropolitan Magis- 
trates ; 

(b) Magistrates of tho first 
class ; 

(c) Magistrates of the 
second class ; 


(d) Magistrates of the third 
class’’. 











5. Amendment of section 8, 
Act V of 1898.—In_ the said 
Code, in section 8,— 

(a) in sub-section (1), for 
the word “sub-divisions’’ or 
“sub-division”, wherever occu- 
tring, the word ‘*Upazilas"’ or 
“‘Upazila’’ shall, respectively, 
be substituted; and 


(b) for sub-section (2) the 
following shall be substituted, 
namely: — 


= 

**(2) All areas in a. district 
declared ot deemed to have been 
declared as Upazilas under the 
Local Government (Upazila 
Parishad and Upazila Adminis- 
tration Reorganisation) Ordi- 
nance, 1982 (LIX of 1982), shall 
_ bedeemed to have been made 
Upazilas under this Code”. 

6. Amendment of section 
9.Act Vof 1898—Inthe said 
Code, in section 9, in sub-section 
(3), the proviso shall be omitted. 

7. Substitution of sections 
10, 11. 12, 13, 13A and 14, Act 
V of 1898.—In the said Code, 
for sectlons 10, 11, 12,13, 13A 
and 14 the following shall be 
substituted, namely :— 


10. Executive Magistiates 
(1) In every district outside a 
Metropolitan Area, the Govern- 
ment shall appoint as many 
persons asit thinks fit to be 
Executive Magistrates and shall 
appoint one of them to be the 
District Magistrate. 

(2) The Goverment may 
also appoint any Executive Ma- 
gistrate to be an Additional Dis- 
trict Magistrate, and such Ma- 
gistrate shalihave all or any 
~ other law for the time being in 
force. , 
(3) Whenever in conse- 
quence of the office of a District 
Magistrate becoming vacant, 
any officer succeeds temporarily 
to the chief executive admiois- 
tration of the district, such offi- 
cer shall, pending the orders of 
the Government. exercise ail 
the powers and perform all the 
duties respectively conferred and. 
imposed by this Code on the 
District Magistrates. 

(4) Inevery Upazila: the 
Government shall appoint an 
Executive Magistrate to be the 
Upazila Executive Magistrate. 

(5) The Government or the 
District Magistrate, subject to 
the control of the Government 


may from time to time define 
local areas within which the 
Executive Magistrates may 
exercise all or any of the 
powers with whichthey may 
be invested under this Code and 
except as otherwise provided by 
such definition the jurisdiction 
and powers of every such Magis- 
trate shall extend throughout 
the district. 


(6) The Government may, 
if it thinks expedient or nece- 
ssary, appoint any member of 
the Bangladesh Civil Service 
(Administration) to be an 
Executive Magistrate or Upa- 
zila Executive Magistrate or 
confer the powers of an Executive 
Magistrate or Upazila Executive 
— onany such mem- 


(7) Notwithstanding any- 
thing contained in this section, 
unless the Government otherwise 
directs, all persons appointed as 
Assistant Commissioners or 
Upazila Nirbahi Officers io any 
district or Upazila shall also be 
Executive © Magistrates and 
exercise the powers of such 
Magistrates within their respec- 
tive local areas and the Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer or an Assistant 
Commissioner designated by the 
Government or the District 
Magistrate shall also exercise 
the powers of a Upazila Execu- 
tive Magistrate. 


11. Judicial Magistrates io 
districts.—(1) In every district 
outside a Metropolitan Area, the 
Government shall appoint as 
Many persons as it thinks fit to 
be Magistrates of the first, second 
or third class. | 

(2) Inevery Upazila, the 
Government shall appoint a 
Magistrate of the first or second 
class to be the Upazila Judi- 
cial Magistrate. 

(3) The Government or 
the Sessions Judge, subject to 
the control of the Government 
may from time to time, define 
local areas within which the 
Judicial Magistrates appointed 
under this section may exercise. 
all or ay of the powers 
with which they may. res- 
pectively be invested under 
this Code; and except as other- 
wise provided by such definition 
the jurisdiction and powers of 
every such Magistrate shall ex- 
tend throughout the district. 
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(4) The Goverment may, if 
it thinks expedient or neces- 
sary, appoint anv member of 
the Bangladesh Civil Service 
(Judicial) to be a Magistrate 
of the first or second class 
or Upazila Judicial Magistrate 
oc confer the mowers of a 
Magistrate of the first or second 
class on any such member.’’ 


8. Amendment of section 
16.Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 16, the words 
and commas “‘or subiect to ths 
control of the District Magts- 
trate may,” shall be omitted. 

9. Amendment of section 
17, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 17 (a) for 
suh-sections (1) and (2) the 
following shall be substituted, 
namely :— 


**Subordination of Executive 
Magistrates —(1) All Executive 
Magistrates appointed under 
sections 10 and 21A shall be 
subordinate to the District 
Magistrate, and he may, from 
time to time, make rules or give 
special orders consistent with 
the Code as to the distribution of 
business among such Magistrates. 

Subordination of Judicial 
Magistrates.—(2) All Judicial 
Magistrates appointed under 
sections 11 and 21A and all 
Benches constituted under section 
15, shall be subordinate to the 
Sessions Judge, and he may, 
from time to time, make rules or 
gave special orders consistent 
with this Code and any rules 
framed by the Government 
under section 16, as to the 
distribution of business among 
such Magistrates and Benches. 


Subordination of Metcopo- 
litan Magistrates.—(2A) (a) The 


Chicf Metropolitan Magistrate and 


cvery Additic nal Chiel Metrropo- 
litan Magistrate shall be subordi- 
nate to the Sessions Judge and 
every other Metropolitan Magi- 
strate and every Bench constituted 
under section 19 shall subject to 
the general control of the Session 
Judge be subordinate to the 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate. 

(b) The High Court Division 
may forthe purposes of this 
Code define the extent of the 
subordiation, if any, of Addition 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate 
of the Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate. 
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The following is the rema- 
ining part of the bill for separa- 
tion of the judiciary from the 
executive which was introduced 
in the Saturday's session of the 
Parliament 


(b) in sub-section (4) the 
words and commas ‘‘or, if there 
be no Additional or Assistant 
Sessions Judge, by the District 
Magistrate,"’ an* the words ‘‘or 
Magistrate” shall be omitted; 

(c) sub-section (5) shall be 
Omitted. . 

10. Amendment of section 
18, Act Vof 1898—In the said 
Code, in section 18, sub-section 
(3) shall be omitted, 

11. Amendment of section 
21, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 2!. 

(a) in sub-section (1), clause (e) 
shall be omitted: and 

(b) sub-section (2) shall 
be omitted. 

12. Insertion ofa new 
section 21A Act V of 1898—In 
the sald Code, after section 21, 
the following new section shall 
be inserted, namely: 


“21A. Special Magistrates — 
(1) The Government may confer 
upon any person all or any of 
the powers conferred or confer- 
rable by or under this Code on 
an Executive Magistrate in res- 
pect to particular cases or to a 
particular class or classes of 
cases, or in regard to tases gene- 
rally in any local area outside a 
Metropolitan Area. 


(2) Such Magistrates shall 
be called Special Executive Magi- 
strates and shall be appointed 
for such term as the Government 
yy general or special order, 

rect. 


(3) The Government may, 
in consultation with the High 
Court Division, confer upon 
any person all or any of the 
powers conferred or conferrable 
by or under this Code ona 
Magistrate of the first, second 
or third class in respect to 
particular cases or to a parti- 
cular class or classes of cases, 
or in regard to cases generally in 
any local area outside a Mett o- 
politan Area. 


(4) Such Magistrates shall 
be called Special Judicial Magis- 
trates and shall be appointed for 
such term as the Government 
may, in consultation with the 
High Court Division, by goneral 
or special order, direct. 


(5) The Government may in 
consultatian with the High Court 
Division, confer upon any person 
all or any of the powers conferred 
or conferrable by or under this 
Code on a Metropolitan Magi- 
state in respect to particular cases 
or to a particular class or classes 
of cases, of in fegard to cases 
generally in any Metropolitan 
Area. 

(6) Such Magistrates shall 
be called Special Metropolitan 
Magistrates and shall he appoin- 
ted for such tcrm as the Gove- 
tnment may, In consultation 
with the High Court Division, 
by general or special order, 
direct. 


(7) No powers shall be 
conferred under the section on 
any police-officer below the 
grade of Assistant Superinten- 
dent, and no powers shall be 
conferred ona_ police-officer 
except so far as may be neces- 
sary for preserving the peace, 
preventing crime and detecting, 
apprehending and detaining 
offenders in order to their 
being brought before a Ma- 
gistrate, and for the perfor- 
mance by the officer of anv 
other duties imposed —_ him 
by any law for the time being in 
force.”” 

13. Amendment of section 
29C, Act Vof 1898.—In the 
said Code, in section 29C,— 
(a) in clause (a) the comma and 
words, **District Magistrate or 
any Additional District Magis- 
trate’ shall be omitted; and 
(b) In clause (b), after the words 
**invest any’’ the words ‘‘Metro- 
politan Magistrate or any” shall 
be inserted. 


14. Amendment of section 31 
Act V of 1898—In the said Code, 
in section 31, sub-section (4) 
shall be omitted. 


15. Amendment of section 
32 Act V of 1898—In the said 
Code in section 32,— 

(a) in sub-section (1), for 
the word *‘‘Magistrates’’, occu- 
rcing for the first time, the 
words ‘Judicial Magistrates” 
shall be substituted; and 


words ‘Judicial Magistrate’ shalt 
be substituted. 


16. Amendment of section 
36, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 36, for the words 
and commas ‘District Magist- 
rates, Sub-divisional Magistrates 
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and Magistratesof the first, 
second and third _classes,”’ the 
words ‘“‘Judicial and Executive 
Magistrates”’ shall be substitu- 
ted 


17. Substitution of section 
37, Act Vof 1898—In the sald 
Code, for section 37 the follo- 
wing shall be substituted, 
namely: — 

37. Additional powers 
conferrab’e on Magistrates.—In 
addition to his ordinary powers, 
any Magistrate may be invested 
by the Government or the 
Sessions Judge with any powers 
specified 0 the Fourth 
Schedule : 

Provided that, in the case of 

a Judicial Magistrate, such powers 
shall be conferred in consultation 
with the High Court Division : 


Provided further that the 
Government may authorise a 
District Magistrate to invest any 
Executive Magistrate subordi- 
nate to him with any of his 
powers specified in Part Il of 
the Pourth Schedule.” 


18. Amendment of section 
45, Act V of 1898.—Io the said 
in section 45, in sub- 
section (3) and in the marginal 
headi thereof, for the word 
: ivisional” the words 
“Upazila Exeutive’ shkali be 
substituted. 


19, Amendment of section 
62, Act V of 1898—~In_ the said 
Code, in section 62, for the 
words ‘‘Sub-divisional Magls- 
trate the word Upazila Executive 
Magistrate’ shall be substituted. 


20. Amendment of sections 
64 and 65, Act V of 1898.—In 
the said Code, in sections 64 and 
65, after the word "‘ Magistrate” 
the commas and words ‘whether 
Executive or Judicial,’ shall be 
inserted."’ 

21. Amendment of section 
78, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 78, in sub-sec- 
tion (1), for the words ‘District 
Magistrate or Sub-divisional 
Magistrate”’ the words ‘‘Judicial 
Magistrate’ and for the words 
“district or sub-division” the 
words “‘local judisdiction’’ shall 
be substituted. 


22. Amendment of sections 
83 and 84, Act V of 1898—~—In 
the sald Code, In section 83(1) 
and section 84(1), for the word 
**Magistrate’’ the words ‘‘Execu- 
—~) aaa shall be substi- 


23. Amendment of section 
85, Act Vof 1898—In the said 
Code, insection 85, for the 
words “the Magistrate’’ the 
words ‘the Executive Magistrate’ 
shall be substituted. 


24. Amendment of section 
86, Act V of 1898.—In the said 

e, Insection 86, in sub- 
section (1),— 

(a) for the word ‘‘*Magist- 
tate’, occurring for the first 


time, the words “‘Executive Magi- 


strat. ’ shall be substituted; and 


(b) In the proviso, for the 
full-stop at the end a colon shall 
be substituted and thereafter the 
following proviso shall be added 
namely i— 

“Provided further that, if 
the offence is not bailable or no 
direction hasheen’ endorsed 
under section 76 on the warrant. 
the Sessions Judge of the sessions 
division in which the person is 
arrested may, subject to 
the provisions of section 497 
and for sufficient reasons, relea- 
se the person on an interim bail 
on such bond or security as the 
Sessions Judge thinks fit and 
direct the person to appear by a 
specified date before the Court 
which issued the warrant and 
forward the bond to that Court." 


25. Amendment of section 
88, Act V of 1898—In tho 
said Codes, in section 88, 
in sub-section (6C), in the 
proviso, the words ‘of _ the first 
or second class’ shall be omitted. 

26. Amendment of _ section 
95, Act V of 1898.-~In the said 
Code, in section 95, in sub-sec- 
tion (2), forthe words ‘other 
Magistrate’ the words and com- 
mas “other Magistrate, whether 
Executive or Judicial,’ shall be 
substituted. 


27. Amendment of section 
98, Act V of 1898~—In_ the said 
Code, in section 98, in sub-sec- 
tion (1), 

(A) In the first paragraph, 


for words ‘‘Sub-divisional Magis- 


trate’’ the words ‘‘Upazila 
Executive Magistrate’ shall be 
subsituted; and 


(b) in the fourth paragraph, 
for the words ‘“Sub-divisional 
Magistrate or a Metropolitan 
Magistrate’ the words and com- 
ma ‘‘Upazila Executive Magis- 
trate, Metropolitan Magistrate 
or Magistrate of the first class*’ 
shall be substituted. 


28. Amendment of section 
100, Act V of 1898.—In_ the 
caid Code, in section 100, for 
the words ‘for Sub-divisional 
Magistrate’’ the comna aad 
words “District Magistrate or 
Upazila Executive Magistcate’’ 
shall be substituted. 


29. Amendment of section 
106, Act V of 1898.—In the 
said Code, in section 106,— 


(a) in sub-section (1), the 
commas and words ‘‘a District 
Magistrate, a Sub-divisional’’ 
— shall be omitted ; 
an 


(b) in sub-section (3), the 
words and figure “‘including a 
Court hearing appcals under 
section 407"* shall be omitted. 


30. Amendment of section 
107, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 107, in sub- 
section (1), for the words ‘‘Sub- 
divisional Magistrate or Magis- 
trate of the first class’ the words 
and comma “Upazila Executive 
Masistrate, oc an Executive 
Magistrate specially empowered 
by the Government in this be- 
half’’ shall be substituted, 


31. Amendment of section 
108, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 108, for the 
words and comma ‘‘Metropoli- 
tan or District Magistrate, or a 
Metropolitan Magistrate of 
Magistrate of the first class’’ the 
words and comma ‘‘Metro- 


‘politan Magistrate, or District 


Magistrate or a Metropoliton 
Magistzate or Executive Magis- 
trate’ shall be substituted. 


32. Amendment of section 
109, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, insection 109, for the 
words ‘**Sub-divisional Magistrate 
or Magistrate of the first class" 
the words ‘or Upazila Executive 
Magistrate’’ shall be substituted. 


33. Amendment of section 
110, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 110, for tho 
comma and words ‘‘, or Sub- 
divisional Magistrate or a 
Magistrate of the first class 
specially empowered in this 
behalf by the Government’ the 
words ‘ora Upazila Executive 
Magistrate’ shail be subtsituted. 


34. Amendment of section 
117, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 117,for  sub- 
section (2) the following shall be 
substituted, namely: — 

**(2) Such inquiry shall be 
made, as neatly as maybe pra- 
cticabloe, in the manner prescri- 
bed in Chapter XX for condu- 
cting triale and recording evid- 
ence, except that no charge need 
be framed.”” 


35. Amendment of section 
126, Act V of 1898.—in the sald 
Code, in section 126, in sub- 
section (1), for the comma ard 
words, ** Sub-divisional Magis- 


trate or Magistrate of the first | 


class” the words ‘‘or Upazila 
Evecutive Magistrate” shall be 
substituted. 
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36. Amendment of section 
127, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 127, for the 
word “‘Magistrate’’ be for the 
words Executive Magistrate sha ll 
be substituted. 


37. Amendment of sections 
128 and 129, Act V of 1898. In 
the said Code, In sections {128 
and 198 forthe word ‘‘Magis- 
trate’ the words ‘“Executi'e 
Magistrate”’ shall be substituted. 


38. Amendment of section 
130, Act V of 1898.In_ the said 
Codein section 130, in sub- 
section (1), for the words “‘a 
Magistrate”’ the words “‘an Exe- 
cutive Magistrate”’ shall be subs- 
tituted. 


39. Amendment of section 
131, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 131, for the 
words ‘‘no Magistrate’’ the 
words ‘‘no Executive Magistrate 
and for the words ‘‘a Magistrate 
the words ‘‘an Executive Magis- 
trate’’ shall be substruted. 


40. Amendment of section 
133, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in_ section 133, in sub- 
section ({),— 

(a) Inthe first paragraph 
for the words “Sub-divisional 
Magistrate or Magistrate of the 
first class’’ the words and com- 
ma “Upazila Executive Magis- 
trate, os any Exccutive Magis- 
tcatc specially empowered by 
the Government in this behalf"’ 
shall be substituted; and 


(b) in the last paragraph, 
for the wards ‘‘Magistrate of the 
first or second class’ the words 
:‘Executive Magistrate” shall be 
substituted. 


41. Amendment of section 
143, Act V of 1898.—In the sald 
Code, in section 143, for the 
words and comma _  ‘‘Sub-divi- 
sional Magistrate, or any other 
Magistrate’ the words and comma 
*Upzila Executive Magistrate, 
or any other Executive Magis- 
trate’’ shall be substituted. 


42. Amendment of section 
144, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 144, In sub- 
sectton (1), for the words, comma 
and brackets ‘‘Sub-divisional 
Magistrate, or of any other 
Magistrate (not being a Magis- 
trate of the third class)"’ the 
words and comma “Upazila 
Executive Magistrate, of any 
other Executive Magistrate’ 
shall be substituted. 


43. Amendment of section 
145, Act Vof 1898.—In the 
said Code, in’ section 145, in 
sub-section (1), for the words 
**Sub-divisional Magistrate or 
Magistrate of the first class"’ the 
words and comma ‘Upazila 
Executive Magistrate, of an 


Executi ve Magistrate specially 
empovvered by the Government 
in - behalf* shali be substi- 
tuted. 


44. Amendment of section 
146, Act V of 1898.—In the 
said Code, in section 146, in 
sub-section (1), in the proviso, 
for the words ‘‘the Me- 
tropolitan Magistrate or the 
District Magistrate or the Ma- 
gistrate who has attached the 
subject of dispute” the words 
“such Magistrate’’ shall be 
substituted. 


45. Amendment of section 
147, Act V of 1898.—Io the said 
Code, in section 147, in sub- 
section (1), for the words ‘‘Sub- 
divisional Magistrate of Magis- 
trate of the first class’ the 
wotds and comma ‘Upazila 
Executive Magistrate, or any 
Executive Magistrate specially 
cmpowered by the Government 
in this behalf*’’ shall be sub- 
stituted. 

46. Amendment of section 
148, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 148, in sub- 
section (1), for the words ‘‘Sub- 
divisional Magistrate’ the words 
**Upazila Executive Magistrate”’ 
shall be substituted. 


47. Amendment of section 
167, Act Vof 1898.—In the 
said Code, in section 167. 
(a) In sub-section (1), for ‘thé 
words ‘‘nearest Magistrate” the 
word “‘nearest Judical Magistrate 
snall be substituted; and (b) for 
sub-section (4) the following 
shall be substituted, namely:— 


**(4) If such order is given 
by a Magistrate other than the 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate, 
he shall forward acopy of his 
order, with his reasons for mak- 
ing it, to the Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrat, if he is a Metropoli- 
Magistrate, or to the Session 
Judge, if he is any other Judicial 
Magistrate.” 


48. Amedment of section 
170, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 170, in sub- 
section (3), the comma and 
words’, District Magistrate or 
Sub-divisional Magistrate’’ shall 
be omitted. 


49. Amendment of section 
174, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 174,— 

(a) in sub sections (1) and 
(2), for the words ‘‘Sub division! 
Magistrate’’ the words “Upazila 
Executive Magistrate’ shall be 
substituted; and 


(b) for sub-section (5) the 
following shall be substituted, 
namely :— 

(5) The following Magis- 


trates are empowered to hold 
inquests, namely, and District 





Magistrate, Metropolitan Magis- 
trate or Upazila Exceutive 

Magistrate, and any Executive 

eg ope specially empowered 

in this behalf by the Government 
or the District Magistrate.”” 


50. Amendment of section 
186 Act V of 1898—Iin _ the said 
Code, in-section 186, in sub-sec- 
tion (I), for the commas and 
words, ‘‘a District Magistrate, 
a Sub-divisional Magistrate, 
or, if he is specially 
in this behalf by the Govern- 
ment, a Magisiate of the first 
class the words ‘‘or a Magistrate 
of the first class shall be sub- 
situted. 


51. Amendment of section 
187, Act V of 1898—In the said 


Code, in section 187,in sub- 
section (1), for the words and 
comma ‘or District Magistrate, 
such Magistrate shall send the 
person arrested to the District 
or Sdb-divisional . Magistrate’’ 
the comma _ and words “such 
Magistrate shall send the por- 
son arrested tothe Sessions 
Judge”’ shall be substituted. 


$2. Amendment of section 
190 Act V of 1898—In the said 
Code, in section 190— 

(a) in sub-section (1)° for 
the -vords and comma ‘District 
Magistrate or Sub-divisional 
Magistsate and any other Magis- 
trate specially empowered in 
this behalf the words, commas 
brackets and figure’ Upazila 
Judical Magistrate or Magistrate 
of the first class, and any other 
Judical Magistrate specially em- 

in this behalf under sub- 
— (2)’ shall be substituted ; 
a 


(b) for sub-sections (2) and 
(3) Mw following shall be substi- 
tuted, 


*(2) The Government may, 
in consultation with the High 
Court Division, enpower any 
Magistrate of the second or 
third class to take cognizance 
under sub-section (1), clause (a) 
or clause (b) or clause(c), of 
offences which he may try or 
send for trial to the Court of 
Session.” 


53. Substitution of section 
192, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, for. section 192 the 
following shall be substituted, 
namely: — 

“192. Transfer of cases by 

istrates—(1) The Chief Met- 
roplitan Magistrate may transfer 
any case of which he has taken 
cognizance, for inquiry or trial 


to any Metropclitan Magistrate 


subordinate to him 


(2) Any Magistrate of the 
first class empowered in this be- 
half by the Sessions Judge may, 
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after taking cognizance of any 
case, transfer is for inquiry or 
trialto such other competent 
Magistrate as the Sessions Judge 
may, by general or special order, 
specify, and thereupon such 
Magistrate may dispose of the 
case accordingly.” 


$4. Amentment of section 
205CC, Act V of 1898.-—-In the 
said Code, in section 205CC.— 

(a) in the marginal head- 
ing, for the words ‘‘District 
Magistrate’ the words ‘‘Chief 
Metropolitan Megistrate” shall 
be substituted ; 


(b) in sub-section (1),— 

(i) for the comma and 
words, *‘District Magistrate or 
the Additional District Magis- 
trates’’ “‘the words ‘or any 
other Judicial Magistrate” shall 
be substituted; and 


(li) in clauses (a) and (c). 
for tbe words “District Magis- 
trats” the words “that Judicia 
—_— shall .be substituted; 
a 


(c) sub-section (2) shall be 
omitted. 


55. Amendment of section 
245, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 245, in sub-sec- 
tion (2), the words and figure 
*‘or section 562” shall be omi- 


56. Amendment of section 
249, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 249, for the 
words and comma “District 
Magistrate, any other Magistrate” 
the words and comma “‘Scssions 
Judge, any other Judicial Magis 
trate’’, shall be substituted. 


57. Amendment of section 
260, Act Vof 1898.--In the 
said Code, in section 260, in 
sub-section (1), in clause (a), 
the words ‘‘or the District Magis- 
trate’ shall be omitted. 

58. Amendment of section 
337, Act V of 1898.—In the 
said Code, in section 337, in 
sub-section (1), 


(a) For the words ‘“‘Sub- 
divisional Magistrate” the words 
"Upazila Executive Magistrate’ 

I be substituted; and 

(b) in the proviso,— 

(i) The words ‘‘other than 
the District Magistrate” shall 
be omitted; and 

(ii) For the words ‘‘sanc- 
tion of the District Magistrate” 
the words ‘‘sanction of the 
— Judge’’ shall be substi- 
tuted. 


$9. Amendment of section 
346, Act V of 1898.— Ina the said 
Code, in section 346, — 

(a) in sub-section (1), for 
the words and commas ‘‘uny 
Magistrate to whom heis sub- 
ordinate or to such other Magi- 











strate, having jurisdiction, as 
the District Magistrate directs”’ 


tie words “‘the Sessions Judge - 


for referring it to any Magistrate 
having jurisdication or to such 

other Magistr-te having juris- 

diction as_ the Sessions Judge 

— shall be subsstituted : 

a 


b) in sub-section (2), the 
commas and words ‘or refer it 
to any Magistrate subordinate 


to him having jurisdiction’’, shall 


be omitted. 
60. Amendment of section 348, 


Act V of 1898—In the said Code, 


ia section 348 in sub-section (1), 
in the proviso, for the figure ‘30° 
the figure and letter ‘29C’ shall 
be substituted. 


‘ 

61. Amendment of section 
349, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, In section 349,— 

(a) in sub-section (1), for 
the words ‘‘the District Magis- 
trats or Subdivisional Magistrate 
to whom he is subordinate”’ the 
words ‘‘a Magistrate of the first 
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{Text} 


The following is the rema- 
ining part of the bill for sepera- 
tion of the judiciary from the 
executive which was introduced 
in the Saturday’s sesison of the 
Parliament. This is the third 
instalment, previous two were 
published in our earlier issues 
of February 2 and 3 respectively. 


67. Substitution of section 
409, Act Vof 1898.—In the 
said Code, for section 509 the 
following shall be substituted, 
=< — 
**409. Appeals to Court of 
Session how heard.—Subject to 
the provisions of this section, 
an appeal to the Court of 
Session or Sessions Judge shall 
be heard by the Sessions Judgo 
or by an Additional Sessions 
Judge or an Assistant Sessions 
Judge: 

Provided that an Additional 
Sessions Judge or an Assistant 
Sessions Judge shall hear only 
such appeals as the High Court 
Division may, by general or 
svecial order, direct or as the 
Sessions Judge of the division 
may make over to him: 

Provided further that no 
such appeal shall be heard by an 
Assistant Sessions Judge unless 


the appeal is of a person convic- . 
ted on a trial held by any Magis- 





class specially empowered in 
this behalf by the Sessions 
Judge”’ shall be substituted; and 
(b) in sub-section (1A), for the 
words ‘‘District Magistrate or 
Sub-disisional Magistrate’’ the 
words, brackets and figure 
*Magistrate empowered under 
sub-section (1)"’ shall be substi- 
tuted. 


62. Amendment of section 
350A, Act Vof 1898 —In the 
said Code, in section 350A, for 
the words and figures ‘‘sections 
15 and 16"" the wards figures 
and commas “‘sections 15 and 
16 or, as the case may be, sec- 


tions 19 and 21" shall be subs- 
tituted. 


63. Amenument of section 
406, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 406,— 

(a) the first proviso shail 
omitted; and 

(b) in the second proviso, 


the commas and word, ‘‘further,”* 


shall be omitted. 
64. Substitution of section 


trate of the second or third 
class .”’ 


68. Amendmen: of section 413, 
Act V of 1898-—~.In the said Code 


in section 413, the words ‘tor Dis- 
' trict Magistrate’ shall be omited. 


69. Amendment of section 525, 
Act V of 1898.—In the said Code 
in section 425, in sub-section (1), 
for the second sentence the fo- 
llowing shall be sub stituted, 
namely:— 


“If such Court is that of a 
Judicial Magistrate, the High 
Court Division's judgement of 
order shall be sent through the 
Sessions Judge; and if such 
Court is that ofan Executive 
Magistrate, the High Court 
Division's Judgement or order 
shall be sent through the 
District Magistrate.’ 

70. Amendment of section 
435, Act V of 1898.—~In the 
said Code, in section 435,— 


(a) in sub-section (1),— 

(i) The commas and words 
**Chief Metropolitan Mcgistrate 
or District Magistrate, or any 
Sub-divisional Magistrate em- 
powered by the Government in 
this behalf,’ shall be omitted; 
and 

(ii) in the Explanation, for 
the words ‘“‘exercising original 
or appellate jurisdiction” the 
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406A Act V of 1898 ~In the said 
Code for section 406A the follo- 
wing shall be substituted namely :- 
406A. “Appeal from order 
refussing to accept or rejecting a . 
surety —Any person aggrieved by 
an order refussng to accep} or 
rejecting a surety under section 
122 may appeal against such 
order to the Court of Session.” 


65. Omission of section 407 
Act V of 1898—In the said Code, 
section 407 shall be omitted. — 

66. Amendment of section 
408, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 408 for the 
commas, words and figures, “a 
Metropolitan Magistrate a Dis- 
trict Magistrate, an Additional 
District Magistrate or other 
Magistrate of the first ciass, 
or any person sentenced under 
section 349 made or In_ respect 
of whom an order has been of a 
sentence has been passed under 
section 383 bya Magistrate of 
the first class the words ‘‘ora 
judical Magistrate,"’ shali be 
substituted. 


words “Executive or Judicial’’ 
shall be substituted; and 


(b) for sub-sections (2) and 
(4) the following shall be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

*(2) If an application under 
this section has been made by 
any person either to the High 
Court Division of to tho Sessl- 
ons Judee, no further applica- 
tion by the same person shall be 
entertained by the other of 
them.”’ 


71. Substitution of section 
436, Act V of 1898, —-In the said 
Code, for section 436 the follow- 
ing shall be substituted, namely: 

436. Power to order further 
inquiry —-On exammining any 
record under section 435 of 
otherwise — 


(a) the High Court Divi- 
slon may direct the Sessions 
judge to require any Judicia! 
Magistrate subordinate to him 
to make, and the Sessions Judge 
may himself direct ony Judicial 
Magistrate subordinate tv hiin 
to make, further inquiry into 
any complaint which has been 
dismissed under section 203 
or sub-section (3) of section 204, 
or into the caseof any person 
accused of an offence who has 
been discharged; 

(b) The High Court Divi- 











sion or the Session Judge may 
direct the District Magistrate 
by himself or by any of the 
Executive Magistrates subor- 


dinate tohim to make further — 


inquiry into any proceeding in 
which an order of discharge 
or release has been made under 
section 119: 


Provided that no Court shall 
make any direction under this 
s ection for inquiry into the case 
of a person who has been released 
or discharged under section 119, 
unless such person has’ had an 
opportunity of showing cause 
why such direction should not 
be made.” 


72. Amendment of sec tion 
438, Act V of 1898.—In the 
said Code, in section 438, the 
words “‘or District Magistrate” 
shall be omitted. 


73. Amendment of section 
488, Act V of 1898.—Ina the said 
Code, in section 488,— 

(a). in sub-section (I), -for 
the words and commas “the 
District Magistrate, a Metro 
politan Magistrate, a sub-divi- 
sional Magistrate’’ the words 
**a Metropolitan Magistrate’’ 
shall be substituted: and 

(b) in sub-section (6), for 
the words “the cass of summons- 
cases’ the word and figure 
“Chapter XX" shall be substi- 
tuted. 

74. Amendment of section 
492, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 492, in sub- 
section (2), the commas and 
words, ‘‘or, subject to the con- 
trol of the District Magistrate, 
the Sub-divisional Magistrate’, 
shall be omitted. 

75. Amendment of section 
$06, Act V of 1898—Io the said 
Code, in section 506— 

(a) For the words *‘such 
Magistrate shall apply to the 
District Magistrate’ the words 
and commas “such Magistrate, 
if he is a Judicial Magistrate, 
shall apply to the Sessions Judge 
and if he is an Executive Magis- 
trate, shall apply to the District 
— shall be substituted: 


(b) Forthe words “and 
the District Magistrate’ the 
words and commas “and the 
Sessions Judge or the District . 
Magistrate, as the case may be”’ 
shall be substitued. 

76. Amendment of section 
514, Act V of 1898—In the said 
Code, in section 514, in sub- 
section (7), the words and figure 
‘for section 562°’ shall be 
omitted. 

77. Substitution of section 


515, Act V of 1898—In the said 
“ade for section 515 the follo- 


wing shall be — substituted, 
namely :— 

**515. Appeal from, and 
revision of, orders under section 
514.—Ail orders passed under 
section 514 by a District Magis- 
trate shall be appealable 
to the Sessions Judge, and 
all such orders passed by 
an Executive Magistrate, other 
than a_ District Magistrate, 
shall be appealable to the Dis- 
trict Magistrate, or, if no appeal 
is made against any such order, 
may be revised, in the case of 
an order passed by a _ District 
Magistrate or a Judical Magis- 
trate, by the Sessions Judge, 
and in the case of an order pas- 
sed by an Executive Magistrate 
other than a District Magistrate 
by the District Magistrate.” 


78. Amencment of section 
518, Act V of 1898.—In the sald 
Code, in section 518 and in the 


- marginal heading thereof, for 


the wori!s ‘‘Sub-divisional Ma- 
gistrate’’ the words ‘Upazila 
Executive Magistrate’’ shall be 
substitute. 

79. Amendment of section 
524, Act V of 1898.—1In the said 
Code, in section 524,—~ 

(a) In the marginal heading 
for the words ‘‘six months’’ the 
words “one month” shall be 
substituted; and 

(b) In sub-section (1) for the 
words and comma ‘“‘Sub-divisio- 
nal Magistrate, or of a Magis- 
trate of the first class’’ the words 
and comma “Upazila Eexecu- 
tive Magistrate, or of any other 
Executive Magistrate’ shall be 
substituted. 


80. Amendment of section 
528, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in section 528, ~ 

(a) in sub-section (1),— 

(i) in the marginal heading, 
after the word ‘‘cases’, the words 
*‘or appcals”’ shall be iuserted; 
and 

(ii) for the word ‘‘case’’, 
wherever uccuring, the words 
**case or appcal’’ shall be substi- 
tuted; 

(b) in sub-section (IB), for 
the words, brackets and tigure 
“under sub-section (1) or recalls a 
case Or appeal under’’ the words, 
brackets and figure “‘or appeal 
under sub-section (I) or’’ shall 
be substituted ; 


(c) after sub-section (IB), 
the following new sub-section 
snallibe inserted, namely :— 

(IC) Any Sessions Judge 
may withdraw any case from, or 
recall any case which he has 
made over to, any Magistrate 
subordinate to him, and may 
refer it for inquiry or  trial-to 
any other such Magistrate com- 
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petent to inqurire into of try the 
sainc."” ; and 

(d) in sub-section (2),— 

(in) the marginal heading, 


. for the words “District or Sub- 


divisional” the words ‘Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate or Dist- 
rict’’ shall be substituted; and 

(li) the words ‘tor Sub-divi- 
sional Magistrate’ shall be 
omitted. 

81. Amendment of section’ 
-§31, Act V of 1898—In the said 
Code, in section 531, for the 
word *sub-division’’ the word 
“upazila’ shall be substituted. 

82. Amendment of section 
559, Act V of 189$—In the said 
Code. in section 559, in sub- 
section (2), for the words and 
commas *‘the Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate or, as the case may 
be, the District Magistrate,” 
the words and comma “the 
Sessions Judge in the case of a 
Judicial Magistrate, and the 
District Magistrate’’ in the case 
an Executive Magistrate shall 
be substituted. 


83. Amendment of section 
561, Act V of 1898,—In the 
said Code, in section 561, for 
the words ‘‘the Chief Metropo- 
litan Magistrate of a District 
Magistrate’, wherever occurring 
the words ‘‘a Metropolitan Ma- 
gistrate oc a Magistrate of the 
first class*’ shall be substituted. 


84. Amendment of sectlon 
365 Act V of 1898-In the said 
Code, in section 565,in  sub- 
section (I), the commas and 
words, "District Magistrate, Sub 
divisional Magistrate” shall be 
ommitted. 

85. Amendment of Sche- 
dule If, Act V of 1898--In the 
said Code, in scheduie II,— 


(a) theentries relating to 
section 226 shall be omitted ; 
(b) in column 8,—- 

(i) for the words *‘Any Magi- 
strate’’ wherever occurring, the” 
words “Any Judicial Magistrate’ 
shall be subsituted ; 


(ii) For the entry relating to 
sections 123, 123A, 235 (second 
paragraph), 240, 251, 306, 307 
(first patagraph), 308 (second 
paragtaph), 312 (second para- 

raph), 314 (first paragraph), 
si5 327, 328, 331, 333, 366, 
366A, 368, 372, 386, 388 (first 
paragraph), 389 (first § para- 
graph), 392 (first paragraph). 
399, 437, 439, 450, 454 (second 
paragravh), 493 and 495 the 
following entry in each place 
shall be substituted, namely :— 


“Court of Session, or Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate, Met- 
tropolitan Magistrate or Magis- 
trate of the first class specially 








empowered by the Government 
in that behalf". 

(iii) for the entry relating to 
sections 124A, 222 (first para- 
gtaph), 225 (fifth paragraph), 


232, 255, 307 (second paragraph), 


311, 326, 371, 376 (second and 
thicd paragraph), 377, 388 (sec- 
ond paragragh), 389 (second 
paragraph), 412, 413, 436, | 438, 
459, 467, 472, 474 (second para- 
gtagh), 475 and 477 the ‘ollow- 
ing entry in each place shal! be 
substituted, namely :— 

**Court of Session, ot Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate speci- 
ally empowered by the Govern- 
ment in that behaif.’’ 

(iv) for the entry relating to 
section 376 (first paragraph) the 
following shall be substituted, 
namely :—~ 

*‘Metropolit.n Magistrate 
or Magistrate of the first class.”” 

86. Amendment of Schedule 
Ill, Act V of 1898.—In the said 
Code, in Schedule III,— 

(a) under the heading “I.— 
Ordinary powers of a Magistrate 
of the Third Class’’,— 

(i) items (10), (11) and (12) 
shall be omitted ; and 


(ii) initem (17), for the 
words ‘District Magistrate’ 
the words ‘‘Secssions Judge’’ 
and for the figures and brackets 
**§06(2)’"” the figire ‘*506"° shall 
be substituted ;— 

(b) under the heading “IIT 
Ordinagy powers of a Magis- 
trate of the First Class’’,— 
(i) after item (1), the following 
new item shall be __ inserted, 
namely: 

*-(la) Power to direct warr- 
pone to landholder, section 78.”": 
a 


(it) items (2), (4), (5) (6) (6a), 
(7) and (7b) shall be omitted: 
(cJ for the heading ‘‘1V.—Ordi- 
nary powers of a Sub-divisional 
Magistrate appointed  inder 
section 13°’ and the items men- 
tioned theréunder the following 
shall be substituted namely— 


**1¥V—Ordinary powers of a 
Upazila Executive Magistrate 
appointed under section 10 
(1) Power to issue search warr- 
ant otherwise than in course of 
an inquiry, section 98. 


(2) Power to issue search 
wartant for discovety persons 
wrongfully confined section 
100. : 

(3) Power to require secu- 
rity to keep peace, section 107. 


(4) Power to require secu- 
= for good behaviour, section 
109. 

(5) Power to require secu- 
tity for good behaviour, section 
110. 


(6) Power to discharge 
surctics, section 126A. 

(7) Power to make orders 
2 - local nuisances, section 


(8) _ Powet to make orders 
prohibiting repetition of nui- 
sances, section 143. 


(9) Power to make orders 
under section 144. 

(10) Power to hold inquests, 
section 174. 

(11) Power to sell property 
alleged or suspected to have been 
stolen, etc. section 524,”" and 

(d) Under the heading **V—- 
Ordinary powers of a District 
Magistrate’’,— 


(i) in item (1), for the words 
**Sub-divisional Magistrate’’ the 
words ‘Upazila Executive 
ow shall be substituted ; 
a 


(il) items (la), (7), (8), (9), 
(9a), (10), (11), (12) and (12a) 
shall be omitted. 

87. Subsiitution of Schedule 
IV, Act V of 1898.—In tfie said 
Code, for Schedule IV the follow- 
ing shall be substituted, 
nuimely ;- - 


SCHEDULE IV 
(See section 37) 
ADDITIONAL POWERS WITH 
WHICH MAGISTRATES MAY 
BE INVESTED 
PART I 
1. Powers with which a 
Magistrate of the first class may 
be invested by the Government. 
Power to try summarily, 
section 260. 


If. Powers with whicha 
Magistrate of the first class may 
be invested by the Sessions Judge. 

(1) Power to transfer cases, 
section 192. 

(2) Power to pass sentence 
On procecdings recorded by a 
Magistrate of the second ofr 
third class, section 349. 


lif. Powers with which a 
Magistrate of the sccond class 
may be invested by the Govern- 
ment. 

(1) Power to record state- 
ments and confessions during a 
police invest‘gation, section 164. 

(2) Power to authorise 
detention of a person in the ¢cus- 
tody of the police during a police 
investigation, section 167. 


(3) Power to take cognizance 
of offences section 190. 


IY. Powers with whicha 
Magistrate of the third class may 
be invested by the Government. 

Power to take cognizance of 
Offences, section 190. 


PART Il 
I. Powers with which an 
Executive Magistrate may by 
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invested by the Goveroment. 

(1) Powet to make orders 
prohibiting repetion of nuisances, 
section 143. 

(2) Power to make orcers 
under sccticns 144 and 14S. 

(3) Power to hold inquests. 
section 174. 


(4) Power to seli property 
Ileged or suspected to have 
San stoler, etc., section 524. 

Il. Powers with which an 
Executive Magistrate may be 
invested by the District 
Magistrate. 

(1) Power to make orders 
prohibiting repetition of nui- 
sances, section 143. 

(2) Power to make order 
under section 144. 

(3) Power to hold Inquests 
section 174." 


88. Repeal.—The Codeof 
Criminal Procedure (Fast Pakis- 
tan Amendment) Act, 1957 
(E.P. Act XXXVI of 1957), ts 
hereby repealed. 

89. Savings —Notwith stand- 
ing any amendment made by 
this Act in the said Code, — 


(a) any appeal, application, 
trial, inquiry, investigation or 
proceeding under the said Code 
pending immediatcly before the 
commencement of this Act shall 
be continued, heard, held, made 
or disposed of in, accordance 
with the provisions of the said 
Code as in force immediately 
before such commencement, as 
if this Act had not come into 
force; 


(b) all notifications pub- 
lished, proclamations issued, 
powers conferred, local juris- 
dictions defined, rules, orders 
and appointments made, sanc- 
tions accorded and consent 
given under the said Code and 


in force immediately before the 
commencement of this Act shall 
be deemed to have been publi- 
shed, issued, conferred, detined, 
made accorded or given under 
the provisions of the said Code 
as amended by this Act ; 


(c) subject to the provisions 
of clause (a), all persons appoin- 
ted as District Maristrates or 
Additional District Magistrates 
and functioning as such immedi- 
ately before the commenceinent 
of this Act shall be deemed to 
have been appointed as Executi- 
ve Magistrate and District Ma- 
gistrates or Additional District 
Magistrates, as the c13¢ may be, 
under the said Code as amended 
by this Act and shall continue 
to function as such and oxercise 
the powers of such Magistrates, 
unless the Government othcr- 

wise directs ; 
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(d) subject to the provisivas 
of clause (a), all persoas appo- 
inted as Upazila Magistrates 


ment of this Act shall be dee- 

med to have been aecsciste! 
as Upazila Judicial Magistrates 
under the said Code as amended 
by this Act and shall contiauc 
to function as such and exercise 
the powers of such Magistrates 
unless the Government other- 
wise directs ; 


(e) subject to the provisions of 
clause (a), all persons, other than 
the Upazila Nirbahi Officers and 
Assistant Commissioners, appv- 
inted as Magistrates of the first, 
second or third class and func- 


beea sensinted on aut, Vinabe- 
trates under the said Code as 
amended by this Act aad shall 
continue to function as such and 
exercise the powers of such 
Magistrates, unless the govera- 
ment otherwise dirccts ; 


(f) All persons exercising 
powers as Special Magistrates 
immediately before the camuiun- 
encement of this Act shall be 
deemed to be Special Judicial 
Magistrates, when exercising 
powers conferred or conferrable 
on a Judicial Magistrate, and 
Special Executive Magistrates, 
when exercising powers conferred 
ot conferrable on an Exccutive 
Magistrate and s all coatinuc 
to exercise powers as such for 3 


period of one year from the date 


AND REASONS 


g 

a 

i 

: 

3 

g 
°g 


It may be recalled India that 
meznawhile Pakistan and have 
takin steps to frve the Judiciary 
frocs the influence of the Execu- 
tive at all levels by makiog 
necessary amendments in the 


the People and in order to fulfil 
the constitutional obligation. 
In this Bill, some important 
Proposals foe amendment of the 
Code of Crimieal Procedure, 
1898 (Vof 1898), have beea 
initiated to incorporate the 


Executive ma aubee So iban com> 
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BILL TO DROP SMUGGLERS' DEATH SENTENCE INTRODUCED 
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Two Bills were introduced in the 
Jatiya Sangsad on Sunday with the 


Opposition vehemently obstructing 


their movers Home Minister Prof. 
M.A. Matin and Works Minister 
Mr. Shafiqui Ghani. 

The Bills introduced were Special 
Powers (Amendment) Act of 1987 
and Building construction (Amend. 
ment) Act of 1987. 

The Special Powers (Amend- 
ment) Act. of 1987 seeks to provide 
for minimum punishment for smug- 


gling and to make 
storage, display for 
sale and sale of 
smuggled goods a 
penal offence under 
the Special Powers 
Act. 


The Government, which had ear- 
lier decided to award capital punish- 
meni to the smugglers, now appears 
to have dropped the idea. 
According to amtndments, the Bill 
proposed to substitute imprison- 
ment for life, or with rigorous im- 








prisonment for a term which may 
extend to 14 years and shall not be 
less than two years” for the words 
“transporation for life, or with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to 14 years” in 
Section 25B of the Act. 

The = Building Construction 
(Amendment) Act of 1987 secks to 
empower the authorised officers to 
take steps to prevent unauthoriscd 
construction or to remove such con- 
struction. The Bill, when adopted 
by the House, will empower the 
authorised officers to stop unautho- 
rised constructions and to remove 
such constructions without interven- 
tion of the court. 

Earlicr, Home Minister Prof. 
M.A. Matin in reply to a call atten- 
tion notice by Mr. Shamsur Rahman 
Khan on proliferations of anan- 
damelas and fairs in the country said 
the Government is aware of the 
problems and has taken adequate 
measures so that these melas do not 
turn into spots of social and moral 
degeneration. 

The Home Minister thanked the 
Awami League Member for raising 
the point. 

Mr. Shamsur Rahman said anan- 
damelas and fairs, which thrive dur- 
ing winter season, have largely con- 
tributed to the moral degeneration 
of the youths in the country. 

The House was adjourned. till 
4-3) P.M. on Monday. 
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PARLIAMENT MOVES TO END CAMPUS DISTURBANCES 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 13 Feb 87 pp 1, 10 


{Text ] 


Jatiya Sangsad unanimously pas- 
scd a private member's’ resolution 
on Thursday calling for putting an 
end to politics of arms on the 
campus for creating a congenial 
academic atmosphere 

The resolution moved by Mr. 
Asaduzzaman of Bangladesh Awa- 
mi League was supported by Treas- 
ury Bench and other Opposition 
groups. All members of the House 
were united on this issue ard ex- 
pressed grave concern over the de- 
terioration of the academic atmos- 
phere throwing the future genera- 
tion to an uncertainty. 

Home Minister Prof. M.A. Matin 
suggested for raising campus police 
td maintain peace in the university 
and the halls. The Deputy Speaker 
Mr. M. Korban Ali who was in the 
chair called for taking stern action 
to cleanse the university and other 
educational institutions of arms as 
the whole nation was united on this 
issue. He termed this day as an 


unique day in the history of our 


Parliament as all the members were 
united on this vital national tssuc 
Winding up the discussion on the 
resolution Leader of the Hlouse 
Prime Minister Mr. Mizanur Rah 
man Chowdhury said that the Gov 
ermment was determined to cleans 
the university halls and other educa 
tional institutions and sought coop 
cration of all. He said the police 
conducts the raids in the halls and 
on the campus when they are sure 
that there are arms the-e. : 
Ihe Prime Minister said the 
arrested students of the Mohsin Hall 
were granted bail by the court and 
was not released by the Govern 
ment, At this stage, the Opposition 
pleaded for detention. The Prime 


. Minister assured them that he would 


move a Bill if the Opposition agrees 
to support for detention of the 
persons who would be caught with 
arms. Mr. Chowdhury expressed 
concern at the loss of academic 
years by our future generation and 
said there must be an end to arms 
politics on the campus. Fle further 
assured the House that the Govern 
ment would take stern action 
against those who would carry arms 
irrespective of party affiliation 
Farher, participating in the dis 
cussion, the leader of the Opposi 
tion Sheikh Elasina said the campus 
should be free of arms and cong: 
mal atmosphere must be created for 
saving the nation. She, howe 
said that arms politics must be en 
nm our national politics. Without 
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doing that she said the campus could 
not be cleared of the arms. Shcikh 
Hasina said it must be determined 
first whether arms would control 
politics or politics would control 
arms. If this issuc is decided once 
and for all jn our national life whole 
socicty would be cleansed, she 
opined. 

Sheikh Hasina accused that the 
Government-backed students orga- 
nisation was being supplied with 
arms. That must be stopped. She 
also said the arms entered the cam- 
pus after the incident of 15th Au- 
gust, 1975. ; 

Deputy Prime Minister Moudud 
Ahmed contested this and said the 
arms politics started in the campus 
in 1972. She quoted from differcnt 
newspapers the display of arms in 
those days by the ruling party back- 
ed students in campus. Mr. Moudud 
suggested that for cleansing the 
campus of arms, a national conscn- 
sus was necessary and laws must be 
cqually applied to all irrespective of 
partics and the outsiders must be 
ousted from the university halls. 


Hlome Minister M.A. Matin said 
arms politics was going on in the 
Ohaka University. He also said the 
students threatencd the - teachers 
with arms for allowing them to copy 
in the examination and to earn 
moncy by getting tenders. He said 
some professors and proctor of the 
Dhaka University has resigned pro- 
testing the arm vandalism on the 
campus. Mr. Matin said all students 
must be given the identity cards to 
sort out the outsiders from the 
campus. 

Taking part in the discussion, Mr. 
‘Lofacl Ahmed said the Government 
backed politicians were patronising 
the musclemen with arms. He cited 
the cxample of one Sarwar who was 
nabbed ih Dhaka College during the 
last election who named Air Vice- 
Marshal (Retd) Aminul Islam as his 
patron. Mr. Aminul Islain protested 
this and said on inquiry it was found 
that Sarwar is the supporter of 
Awami League and == Sarwar's 
mother testified that their family 
always supported Awami League. 

Education Minister Mr. Mahbu- 
bur Rahman also assured the House 
that the Government was dcter- 
mined to end the arms politics on 
the campus. He said that the resolu- 
tion moved by Mr. Asaduzzaman 
had echoed the concern of Piesident 
Hussain Muhammad Ershad. He 
called for a national consensus on 
this issue. 

The discussion was participated 
by Mr. Quamruzzaman, Surunjit 
Sen Gupta, Mr. Ainuddin Alimed, 
Mr. Mujibur Rahman, Mr. A.S.M. 
Abdur Rab and Mr. Sultan Raja. 

Earlicr, moving his resolution 
Mr. Asaduzzaman expressed con- 
cern over the display of arms on the 
campus and uncertainty of the fu- 
ture of our younger gencrations. He 
said that the Government must take 
action to end this situation and held 
that if the politics of arms was not 
ended in the campus it would be 
failure of the Government. 
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COMMUNIST PARTY CHANGING STYLE, OPERATIONAL TACTICS 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 13 Feb 87 p 3 


[Article by Hassan Abul Quashem ] 


[Text ] 


The Communist Party of 
Bangladesh (CPB) is toeing 
a new tactical line by 
changing bcth its style and 
operation apparently to 
fulfill its long-cherished gcal 
toemerg: asthe country’s 
politica) alternative. 


It has set its new 
aspiration for attaining a 
national color by playing a 
principal political _role, 
instead of a subsidiary one, 
in what it says, the ensuing 
“national democratic revo- 
Jution.”” 


The CPB’s drift toward a 
new tactical line might end 
its 15-year long honeymoon 
with the Awami League and 
is likely to bring other left 
political platforms into its 
new orbit of operation for 
making them reliable 
ideological allies. 


In its draft report for the 
fourth Congress either in 
March or April, the CPB 
yet again has brought 
forth some of the basic pro- 
posals regarding religion 
and democracy. [he fourth 
Congress might endorse the 
changed views on_ religion. 
For the first time it has 
recognized the fact that the 
people in general are pious 
and most of the people are 
Muslims. 


The CPB was locked 


ina debate for over two 
years with National Awami 
Party Chief Professor 
Muzaffar Ahmed on the 
role of religion in politics. 
The relationship soured for 
sumetime due to the profe- 
ssor’s unbending attitude 
regarding religion. 

It will rely mainly on the 
bourgeois democratic move- 
ment as_ a Vehicle \ for the 
expansion of the party base 
amvung the masses, even 
without any proletarian 


‘content. 


The ensuing Congress 


will review the overall socio- : 


political institutions and 
party activities during the 
astthree yeacs uf the five 
point movement. The CPB's 
participation in the elections 
and the breaking up tof the 
seven and fifteen party alli- 
ances might become the 
center of discussions in tke 
party Congress. 


There is extensive debate 
over the dismantling of the 
Sramik Krishak Oikyo 
Parishad, a conglomeration 
of the labor forces belong- 
ing to both the alliances, 
which had demonstrated 
tremendous power during 
the five-point movement. 


The trade union leaders 
within the CPB were advo- 
cating in favor of a move- 
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‘strative districts 





ment while the party hicrar- 
chy discarded the line as it 
might have tilted toward 
left adventurism during the 
five-point movément. This 
may be a major subject of 
discussion in the Congress. 


The Congress might laud 
the role ofthe present cen- 
tral leaders for their success 
in organizing the movement 


aod expanding the part 
base as well. rr 
A section of the Icaders 


i tha central 
leadership might come under 
criticism for its increasing 


tendency toward tight 
opportunism and its bour- 
geois bias. 

But they told Holiday 
that there is no major 
strategic differences in the 


party hierarchy on: any 
political issue. Lemocratic 
centralism js strictly in force 
io the party, they ciaimed. 


From the time of the 
second Congress, which was 
held in 1973, the number of 
CPB cadres increased four- 
fold on the eve of the 
fourth Congress. 

It had covered 
administrative districts in 
1973,35 in 1980, and has 
now expanded to 60 admini- 
covering 


17 old 


450 upazilas 


* major industrial belts of the 
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country. 

.A total of 1000 delegates 
are expected to participate 
in the fourth Congress. The 


recruitment system has 
changed. It now adminis- 
ters oath to membérs_ io 


groups instcad of to indivi- 
duals and every delegate 
represents ]0 members. 


Criticisms are also there 
about the possible danger of 
changing the Communist 


including all 


character of the party after 
the largescale recruitment. 


There isno chance of 
major changes in the party 
hierarchy which comprises 
10 members of the secreta- 
and the president and gene- 
ral secretary. 


In the fourth Congress 
the post of president might 
be kept vacant due to pro- 
longed ailment of the party 
president. No other party 
leader would be nominated 
for the post, according toa 
party source. 


The congress will elect a 
cential committee, whose 
size might be increased from 
the present level of 33 duc 
tothe broadening of the 
party base. The central 
committee will elect a secre- 
tariat and general secretary. 


The CPB has _ invited 13 
fraternal parties to the con- 
gress leaving only Yugosla- 
via, Rumania and Hungary. 
It has invited the Indian 
CPM for the first time. 


Meanwhile, two factions 
of the pro-Moscow Na- 
tional Awami Party have 
initiated a formal process 
for unification. The process 
is learnt to have been 
initiated by their meutors 
after discussions with both 
the factions of NAP and the 
Communist Party. 


Mahammad Farhad, 
Professor Muzaffar Ahmed, 
Pir Habibur Rahman, 


Chowdhury Harnur Rashid 
aod Suranjit Sengupta have 
visited. Moscow in_ this 


connection. A_ preparatory 
committee has been formed 
for finalizing the manifesto 
and program of the party. 


108 








IRREGULARITIES IN PUBLIC SECTOR AUDITS TOLD 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Feb 87 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


Financial operations w*thin a 
large number of public > odics, 
autohomous and semi-autonomous 
organisations and Government 
directorates have remained cnigma- 
tic. Public audits for accounting 
purposes have not been completed 
for years. Accounts, covering inter- 
nal. external and commercial audits, 
are not properly maintained. Finan- 
cial statements or annual reports are 
prepared in many cascs on an ad- 
hoc basis. This is virtually no per- 
formance audit of any kind for 
physical verification of their cx- 
penditures. Public accountability of 
such bodies and organisations is, for 
all practical purposes, absent. 

A total of 1656 accounts by va- 
rious autonomous, scmi- 
autonomous and other Government 
bodies during the period from [972- 
73 to 1985-86, are yet to be final- 
iscd. Besides, over one lakh thirty 
thousand objections, related mostly 
to internal audits of different public 
bodies and Government organisa- 
tions, are lying still unsettled. ‘This 
has been so, notwithstanding the 
instructions given in the past to the 
rclated bodies to mect such objcc- 
tions. 

There are statutory and other 
obligations on the part of public 
bodies and Governinent organisa- 
tions to submit their properly au- 
dited statements of accounts, relat- 
ing to incomes and expenditures, on 
an annual basis within a specific 
time-frame, mostly within three to 
five months time after the close of 
the accounting year, to the con- 
cerned Government authority. But, 
non-compliance with such require- 
ments has now become an usual 
practice with a number of public 
bodies and organisations. ‘The case 
of Dhaka Improvencnt Trust (DIT) 





can be cited here. During the entire 
post-independent period its 
accounts were audited and finalised 


ina complete form in only one year. | 


At least three Government orgi- 
nisations—Coal Directorate. Food 
Department and Transport Pool-- 
have so far been identified to have 
continuously faultered in finalising 
their audited accounts. These three 
departments have a commercial 
orientation in their overall opera- 
tions, Coss of such default: are 
likely to be many if a thorough 
scrutiny is made. Properly audited 
balance-sheets, showing the de- 
tailed income and expenditures, in- 
coming and outgoing cash flows etc, 
are not available from a large num- 
ber of public bodies. Petrobangla is 
reported to be one of such organisa- 
tions and its high-spending profile 
has raised scrious questions in pub- 
lic minds about investment and ex- 
penditure leakages of’ a huge 
amount over the recent years in 
particular. 


Disregard for public 
accountability 


The cxisting state of accounts 
operations by public bodics and 
autonomous and semi-autonomous 
organisations has meanwhile re- 
flected a lack of disregard for puolic 
accountability. This has scrious'y 
impaired the operational efficiency 
and performance of the related 
bodic’ in terms of their functional 
roles and = management — goals. 
Monetary transactions of — thee 
bodies and organisations involyc 
several thousand crore Taka ever 
year. The annual recurring (1e- 
venuc) expenditures of 50 bie public 
sector corporations and auton 
omous bodies arc estimated on an 
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average basis at over Taka 9.000 
crores which are about 250 por cent 
higher than the annual national re- 
venue budgct of the Government. 
The same bodics and corporations 
again account for about 50 per cent 
of total Government allocations 
under Annual Development Prog- 
rammes (ADPs) for financing their 
investment operations. ‘Their 
cumulative assets at) book. value 
(fixed basis), run into over ‘Taka 
10,000 crores now, according to a 
conservative cstimate. 

With public accountability mis- 
sing and accounts maintained in 
shoddy ways financial discipline of 
public bodies is now scriously im- 
paircd. 


The Ministry of Finance has taken 
some meves recently to restore pub- 
lic accounta‘vility of public bodies, 
autonomuus and scmi-autononious 
organisations and Government de- 
partments. A sérics of review mect- 
ings with the concerned bodies and 
organisations have been held while 
more such mectings have been prog- 
rammed for the coming wecks. 

The entire operations of the 
autonomous bodics wire of tc 
ministry are being revamped for 
strengthening audit and accounts of 
the public bodics including sector 
corporations. Proposals for setting 
up a specific time-frame for the 
concerned organisations to mect the 
audit objections, introducing ctlec- 
tive foreward audit plans, enforcing 
some form of performance auditing 
etc have.been thoroughly discussed 
by the wing. An action programme 
in this connection is like!y to be set 


into motion shortly. 


In another related move, the pub- 
lic accounts committee with mem- 
bers of the Parliament as its meom- 
bers will also be formed as a regular 
standing committee to ensure public 
accountability of public bodies, and 
Government organisations. . 


New operational 
programme 


Meanwhile, an entirely new 
operational programme for per- 
formance evaluation of 50 auton- 
omous bodies having commercial 
purpose is being devised now under 
an UNDP-aided project. The for- 
mat for evolving this new system, 
for related bodics, reporting and 


evaluation known as SABRE (Sys- 


tem for Autonomous Bodics Re- 
porting and Evaluation) with com- 
puterised data processing arrange- 
ments has been finalised under the 
project. 

The project which will cover up 
all the autonomous bodies ih a 
phased manner will aim at setting 
into motion a kind of perfotntince 
contracts with guide lines, goals and 
objectives clearly spelt out in the 
same for cach corporation and orga 
nisation. The contracts will form the 
basis for performance evaluation on 
an annual basis. A monitering cell 
has already been set up under the 
porject. Ao council committee has 
also been formed for this purpos 
Management and Coordination 
Ordinance of July, 1986 provides 
the Iegal basis for the operational 
programme to improve the perform. 
apce of the public bodies. 


110 








BANGLADESH 


PRESS TOLD OF NEW BAKSAL ACTION PROGRAM 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 11 Feb 87 p 3 


[Text] Baksal has announced an 


action programme beginning 
on Februaty 13 for realisation 
of its six-point demand. 

The demands include with- 
drawal of the decision for dena- 
tionalisation and selling shares 
of banks, insurances § and 
other organisations, waiving 
of acriculture loans upto Tk. 
10,000 with interest; fixation of 
minimum prices of jute, sugar- 
cane and tobacco at the growers 
level and bringing down the prices 
of agricultural inputs and with- 
drawal of the decision regarding 
onliancoment of bus fare. 

Addressing a press confe- 
rence Monday at the Jatiya 
Press Club, Secretary of Baksal 
Mr Abdur Razzak said that 
theic 13 day long action progra- 
mine beginning February 16 
would = include countrywide 
demonstrations, rallies, proces- 
sions and sit-in in front of the 
oflices of the district adminis- 
tration. On the first day of the 
programuac, rally would be held 
at Dhakato be followed by 
a procession. 

Referring to political and 
socio-cconomic condition, Mr. 
Razvsak said that along with 
the movement for realisation 
of six-point demand, Baksal 
would continue its efforts to 
un'te political parties including 
Awami Learoe and BNP on 
ceumon issucs and to launch a 
rreater movement for bringing 
about an end to undemocratic 
rule. 

He said Baksal_ would also 
welcome the’ initiative by any 
other political party for united 
movement for removing the 
present government. 

Pacty Chaisman Me Mohi- 
uddin Ahmed and other central 
leaders were prescut at the press 
conference. 
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ROOPUR NUCLEAR POWFR PLANT SATD UNDER CONSIDERATION 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 9 Feb 87 pp 1, 10 


[Text } 


/13104 
CSO: 


Encrgy Minister Mr. Anwar Hos- 
sain stated in the Jatiyo Sangsad on 
Sunday that the Rooppur Nuclear 
Powcr Plant Project was under ac- 
tive consideration of the Govern- 
ment. The ergincering and techin- 
cal aspects of the project are still in 
the negotiating stage with the donor 
countrics and agencies, he addcd. 

The Minister said this in reply toa 
question by Sheikh: Fazlul Karim. 

The Minister stated that the pro- 
ject reccived approval by the Execu- 
tive Commitice of the National Eco- 
nomic Council (ECNEC) on four 
scparate occasions beginning from 
1963 to 1980 but the same could not 
be implemented for want of funds. 

The minister noted that the cost 
for setting up of a 300-MW capacity 
nuclear plant, according to the csti- 
mates by International Atomic 


Energy Agency in 1985, would vary 
within the range of SW million to 
700 million US dolines, He observed 
that the per unit cost of electricity 
generation by a nucicar plant was 
comparatively icss than other 
alternative methods. 

While replying to another ques- 
tion, the cnergy Minister sald that 
the installed capacity of the coun- 
try's existing 25 large, medium and 
small power generation centres was 
1229, megawatt. The total clectric- 
ity generation stood at 4774.37 mil- 
lion units. 
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He told the House that the system 
loss in the power sector stood at 
31.11 per cen’? in 1985-86 compared 
with 37.26 pe. cert in 1984-85. In 
replies to a gu -stion by Mr. Kamal 
Haider, he said that the Govern- 
ment had taken up a project under a 
World Bank assistance to reduce the 
system loss. The work under the 
project began in Octubcr, ‘86 and 
the reconmnendations of the consul- 
fants under it would be finalised 
within two years time, he added, 
The Energy Minister said that the 
power generated in the country can 
meet the present requirement. The 
Government has taken steps to set 
up new agcneration units on 
emergency basis and ‘crease gen- 
eration capacity of the existing un- 
its, he told the House. The Ministcr 
further told the House that the 
Ghorashnl 210 megawatt unit has 
becn put into operation, The Power 
Development Board had to resort to 
loadsheding during the last threc 
yeats to meet the deficit, he snid. 

The Minister further fold the 
House that Sylhet 20 megawatt gen- 
cration unit, two units of 150 mepa- 
watt capacity cach at Ashuganj and 
56 mengawatt unit a Chittagong will 
go into operation this year. He 
hoped that two gas turbine units of 
20 megawatt ench one at Barisal and 
the other at Sycdpur will be ready 
for power gencration by the end of 
the ctrrent year. 
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EXPLANATION OF BANGLADESH CASUALTIFS IN PUNJAB SOUGHT 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 23 Feb 87 pp l, 8 


[Text ] The Foreign Ministry has 
asked the Bangladesh High Co- 
mmission in New Delhi to send 
detailed reports on the reported: 
heavy casualties of Bangladesh 
nationals in the Indian state of 
east Punjab along the India- 
Pakistan border last year. 

Asked to comment on the 
killing of 373 and arrest of 6095 
Bangladesh nationals along 
the Indo-Pakistan border 
from January to October ! 
1986, the Foreign Secretary Mr 
Fakhruddire Ahined said yester- 
day that the Foreign Ministry 
had received: no such report 
either from the Bangladesh High 
Commission, in. New Dethi of 
the [Indian Government. 

' * He said it was’ difficult for 
him te make any comment at 
this moment and his Mimnistsy 
had already asked the Bangia- 
desh High Commission te send 
detailed reports in this regards. 

‘We have to check first om 
the press reports as we have: 
teceived nothing from official: 
channels,"” Mc Ahmed said and 
added, the usual practice is to 


inform the Government con- 
cerned through the Embassy 
ot High Commission by 
the relevant authorities about 
killing or arrest of any 
foreign national and we have 
not received any information 
from our High Commission ia 
New Delhi in this regard.”’ 

The Director-Gencral of 
South Asian Desk of the Foreign 
Ministry Mr Mostafa Faruk 
Mohammad who left Dhaka. 
yesterday for New Delhi to atten 
aSAARC confetence will per- 
sonally enquire into the matter 
during his stay in tha Indian 
capitai city, it is learnt. 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


ISOTOPE PRODUCTION--Bangladesh for the first time made breakthrough in 
production of radioisotopes used in medical service, agricultural production 
and industries, said a Press Release of the Bangladesh Atomic Energy 
Commission, reports BSS. The first batch of the radioisotopes produced 
recently contained Technitium-99M. It is extensively used in all the nuclear 
medical centres of the commission mainly for scintegraphy of various organs 
like brain, liver and kidney. Production of radioisotopes is one of the 
functions of the Atomic Research Reactor at Savar which was commissioned at 
the end of 1986. The first batch of radioisotopes is expected to be released 
for use within the next three months after completion of some bio.ogical 
tests, the Press release said. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 


English 26 Jan 87 p 1] /13104 





MUSLIM LEAGUE EXPULSION--Kazi Abdul Kader, President of Bangladesh Muslim 
League said on Friday that he had expelled party Vice President Mr Ibrahim 
Hossain for Violation of party discipline, The explusion will be effective 
forthwith, he said, Mr Hossain has no right to raise demand for declaration 

of four parliament seats of Bangladesh Muslim League vacant, he said, The 
Muslim League chief further said that Mr Hossain with a few of his followers 
has done so to tarnish the party image, [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 
in English 31 Jan 87 p 1] /9274 





COMMUNIST PARLIAMENTARY GROUP-~-The Parliamentary Group of the Communist Party 
of Bangladesh (CPB) nominated Mr Prasun Kanti Roy (Barun Roy) as Acting 

Leader of the Parliamentary group during the current session of the Parlia- 
ment, Mr Mohammed Farhad, General Secretary and Leader of the Parliamentary 
group of CPB is now sick, Mr Shahidullah has given the responsibility to act 
as Secretary of the Group, The decision was taken at a meeting of the Parlia- 
mentary group of the Communist Party of Bangladesh held on Sunday under the 
chairmanship of Mr Prasun Kanti Roy. The party MPs present at the meeting. 
[Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Jan 87 p 12] /9274 


USSR JUTE PURCHASE--Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC) has concluded a 
contract with M/S Exportljon of the USSR for supply of jute goods worth Tk, 
11,38 crore, says a BJMC Press release, According to the contract signed by 
Mr M, Kashem General Manager, Marketing on behalf of BJMC and Mr E, K, 
Morozov on behalf of Exportijon, the goods mainly bags and hessian have to 

be shipped by March '87, Last year BJMC sold jute goods worth Tk 28.11 crore 
to Soviet Union, This year the volume of trade is expected to increase, 
[Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Feb 87 p 10] /9274 
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MONGOLIAN AMBASSADOR--The Ambassador designate of Mongolia Oyuny Khosbayor 
presented his credentials to President Hussain Muhammad Ershad at Bangabhaban 
yesterday, reports BSS. Presenting his letter of credence, the Mongolian 
envoy expressed his confidence that the existing friendly relations between 
Bangladesh and Mongolia would be strengthened further in the coming days. 
Reciprocating the sentiments President Ershad assured the new Mongolian envoy 
of all possible cooperation of his government in discharging his 
responsibilities. Earlier on arrival at Bangabhaban the Mongolian Ambassador 
was given a guard of honour by the President's guard regiment. He took salute 
“efmeotry the guard. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 8 Feb 87 

p 13104 


MAURITIUS HIGH COMMISSIONER--The High Commissioner designate of Mauritius, Mr 
Anund Priyay Neewoor, presenteu his credentials to President Hussain Muhammad 
Ershad at Bangabhaban Wednesday morning, reports BSS. Presenting his letter 
of credence, Mr Anund Priyay Neewoor expressed the confidence that the 
existing friendly relations between Bangladesh and Mauritius would grow 
further in the days. Reciprocating the sentiments, President Ershad assured 
the new envoy of all possible cooperation of his government in discharge of 
his responsibilities. Earlier on arrival at Bangabhaban Mr Anund Priyay 
Neewoor was given a gaurd of honour by the Presidents Guard Regiment. He took 
salute and inspected the guard. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 23 
Feb 87 p 3] /13104 


NEW ROK AMBASSADOR--Mr. Chang Man Soon has been appointed Ambassador of the 
Republic of Korea to Bangladesh, reports BSS. Born on March 24, 1937, Mr. 
Soon graduated from Seoul National University in 1963 and studied at Columbia 
University between August 1967 and August 1967. He joined the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in November 1963 and held various positions at home and abroad 
before becoming Director-General in 1985. Mr Soon is married and has two 
sons. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 18 Feb 87 p 3] /13104 


AMBASSADOR TO ETHIOPIA--Bangladesh Ambassador to Ethiopia Mr. Mohammed 
Siddiqur Rahman presented his credentials to Comrade Mengistu Haile Marian, 
Chairman of the Provisional Military, Administrative Council of Socialist 
Ethiopia on February 7, according to a message received here on Wednesday, 
reports BSS. The colourful ceremony was held at the National Palace in Addis 
Ababa. [Text] [Dhaka [HE NATION in English 13 Feb 87 p 3] /13104 


NEW ETHIOPIAN ENVOY--The Ambassador designate of Ethiopia Mr Shimelis Adugna 
presented his credentials to President Hussain Muhammad Ershad at Bangabhaban 
Wednesday morning, reports BSS. Presenting his letter of credence, Mr 
Shimelis Adugna expressed the confidence that the existing friendly ties 
between Bangladesh and Ethiopia would grow further in the coming days. 
Reciprocating the sentiments, President Ershad assured the new Ethiopian envoy 
of all possible cooperation of his government discharging his 
responsibilities. [Text] [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 6 Feb 87 p 3] 
/13104 


OIL EXPLORATION PANEL--The Gove: ment has formed a six-member high level 
committee headed by the Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Mr Anwar Hossain 
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to formulate recommendations for enhancing exploration and extraction of oil 
reports BSS. Other members of the committee are the Finance Minister, the 
Planning Minister, the Secretary of Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources; 
PSO to the Supreme Command and the Chairman of Bangladesh Oil Gas and Mineral 
Corporation. The Committee will discuss va. ious aspects of oil exploration 
and extraction with the interested foreign companies and submit the 
recommendations to the President for approval. Since the liberation of 
Bangladesh the government has been pursing the policy of foreign collaboration 
for the exploration and extraction of oil and gas. The committee has been 
formed to expedite oil and gas exploration in the country. [Text] [Dhaka THE 
NEW NATION in English 4 Feb 87 p 1] /13104 


JAPANESE AID~--Bangladesh will receive a grant of 4,020 million yen equivalent 
to Taka 80.4 crore from Japan under two notes of exchange signed between the 
two countries in Dhaka on Tuesday reports BSS. Of the total amount, Taka 67.6 
crore will be available as debt relief to Bangladesh ir accordance with the 
resolution of 165 of 1978 uncad conference the grant which is ninth of the 
kind given by Japan to Bangladesh is united and will be utilised by the 
Government of Bangladesh for procurement of various commodities mutually 
agreed upon between the two governments. The rest Taka 12.8 crore will be 
utilised by the Ministry of Defence for Replacement of Weather Surveillance 
Radars. With the execution of the project it is expected that the damages 
caused by natural disasters, such as, cyclone, will be decreased by using the 
new radar system by Meteorological Department for bringing stablisation of 
people's livelihood and improvement of the welfare of Bangladesh. The total 
Japanese grant assistance to Bangladesh since 1971 stand at 126,09 billion yen 
approximately Taka 2,521 crore while Japan also made available 295.056 billion 
yen (approximately Taka 5,535 crore to Bangladesh as commodity loans and 
project loans). Mr. Ayub Quarri, Joint Secretary of external Resources 
Division, and Japanese Ambassador Mr Yosmitomo Tanaka signed the notes on 
behalf of their respective countries. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 
in English 18 Feb 87 p 1] /13104 


JANADAL EXECUTIVES--The central executive council of Janadal was formed with 
Mr. Abu Naser Khan Bhashani and Mr. Saeed Tareque as Chairman and Secreatry 
General respectively for two years term. Messrs. M.A. Hye, Golam Murtaza and 
Mahmud Hasan were elected Vice-Chairman while advocate Mohammad Ali and 
advocate Abdul Khaleque elected Joint Secretary-Generals. Khondaker Serajul 
Islam was elected Organising Secretary of Janadal. [Text] [Dhaka THE 
BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Feb 87 p 10] /13104 


NEW SPANISH ENVOY--Mr. Carlos Fernandez Espeso has been appointed Ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Government of Spain to Bangladesh 
with residence in New Delhi, said an official announcement on Sunday, reports 
BSS. Born on May 30, 1926 Mr. Espeso graduated in law and entered the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1955. He held various position at home and 
abroad before becoming Minister plenipotentiary in 1983. [Text] [Dhaka THE 
BANGALDESH OBSERVER in English 26 Jan 87 p 3] /13104 


COMMUNIST PARTY STATEMENT--The Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) has called 
upon all democratic and progressive forces of the country to fight unitedly in 
and out of the parliament against the present government. In a statement the 
Presidium of the party urged the MP's to play proper role in the parliament in 
the interest of restoration of democracy. CPB demanded withdrawal of the ban 
on publication of 'Ekata' the party's weekly newspaper. [Text] [Dhaka THE 
NEW NATION in English 24 Jan 87 p 8] /13104 
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ALLIANCE WITH SYRIA FACING SERIOUS PROBLEMS 


Nicosia MEMO in English 29 Dec 86 Vol 1 No 15 pp 14-15 


[Randa Takieddine report from Paris] 


[Text] 


he release of two French hos- 

tages on November 11 casts a 
disturbing light on Syria’s alliance 
with Iran. Freed in Damascus were 
84-year-old Camilie Sontag, a long- 
tume resident of Beirut, and Marcel 
Coudari, who holds dual Frenc- 
h/ Lebanese nationality and who was 
suspected of being linked to French 
intelligence services. But Sontag and 
Coudari were not the hostages that 
their captors, 2 group calling itself 
the Revolutionary Justice Organisa- 
tion, had been expected to release. 
Even though a communique issued 
by the RJO before the event did not 
name the hostages it was letting go, it 
had been generally expected that the 
kidnappers were going to release the 
two members of a four-man French 
Channel 2 television team still being 
held by the RJO. The other members 
of the team had been freed some time 
ago. 

What went wrong? The RJO’s 
stetement said it was releasing the 
hostages as a sign of good will to 
France because the French, together 
with the Greeks, advocated milder 
measures against Syria than those 
demanded from its European Eco- 
nomic Community partners by Bri- 
tain in the wake of the attempted 
bombing of an El! AI airliner. But 
according to an informed Syrian 
source in Paris, Iran once again 


played a trick on the Synans over 
hostages. The RJO, the source says, 
is actually the same Iranian- 
sponsored group im Lebanon that al- 
so calls itself Islamic Jihad. The name 
being used by the group is changed in 
accordgnce with what suits its 
members best at the time, the source 
believes. 

Iran, the Syrian source says, has 
seen that there is mileage to be made 
by freeing French or American hos- 
tages being held in Lebanon. Sontag 
and Coudari were released within 
days of American hostage David Ja- 
cobsen being freed in Beirut and the 
revelation (and subsequent admis- 
sion) that the US had sent arms to 
Iran. As for the French, they were on 
the verge of signing an agreement to 
reimburse a $1 billion loan granted 
by the Shah to France’s Atomic 
Energy Commission for a nuckar 
fuels reprocessing venture. 

Jacobsen, who was in charge of 
administering the American Univer- 
sity Hospital in Beirut, was set free 
outside the ruins of the old US em- 
bassy in the Lebanese capital and the 
two hostages released in Damascus 
were not the ones people had expect- 
ed. The Syrian source believes the 
reason is that Iran does not want 
Damascus to garner any of the credit 
for the release of the hostages be- 
cause Tehran is well aware of how 
important such acts are in the West. 








/9317 


The result, according to the source, 
is that the alliance between Syria and 
Iran has become extremely fragile. 
“It is causing us tremendous prob- 
lems in Lebanon,” the source admit- 
ted, adding that Syrian President 
Hafez al-Assad “is weighing the var- 
ious benefits and profits this Syrian- 
Iranian alliance is providing us.” 


Among the problems faced by Sy- 
ria and cited by the source are: 
— Iran was against the Syrian- 
sponsored tripartite agreement 
signed by Lebanon’s three main mil- 
itias in Damascus on December 27 
last year to end the fighting and to 
point the way to a political settle- 
ment; Iran’s opposition to the agree- 
ment was active, according to the 
source, and Tehran spent a lot of 
money and provided the fundamen- 
talist Hezbollah (Party of God) with 
arms to abort any attempt to imple- 
ment the accord. 
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— Iran has stated officially its oppo- 
sition to the presence in southern Le- 
banon of the UN Interim Force 
(UNIFIL) and assisted Iran’s Hez- 
bollah allies to attack French soldiers 
serving with UNIFIL. 

— Pro-Iranian Shiite groups are giv- 
ing a hard time to other Shiites, not- 
ably the Amal Movement which is 
led by Nabih Berri and which is allied 
to Syria. 

— lran’s Shiite allies in Lebanon are 
stepping up their campaign for an 
Islamic republic, a development 
which Syria’s Alawite leaders do not 
want at all to see there. 

— Syria does not like the way in 
which the Hezbollah have been flirt- 
ing with Palestinians loyal to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, especially 
during the confrontations between 
Amal and the Palestinians at the re- 
fugee camps in southern Lebanon; 
the source believes an alliance be- 
tween Arafat and the Hezbollah 
could be a real threat to Syria. 

















PAKISTAN 


BRLEFS 


BHUTTO VISIT TO PHILIPPINES CANCEL’..D--Manila, 6 March (AFP)--Pakistan 
opposition leader Benazir Bhutto's planned private visit to the Philippines 
this weekend has been cancelled, a pro-government political party that invited 
her said here Friday. Officials of the Philippine Social Democratic Party 
(PDSP) said Miss Bhutto was barred by her government from coming to the 
Philippines, but Pakistan's ambassador to Manila Shujaat Hassam Khan said he 
had no knowledge of a ban. “It is very strange,” the ambassador told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE when asked about the PDSP's statement. “As far as I know 
there's no ban.” The Philippine Foreign Affairs Department declined to 
comment, saying it had nothing to do with the visit since it was unofficial. 
The PDSP earlier said Miss Bhutto was to have an audience with President 
Corazon Aquino, whose brother-in-law and personal peace emissary Agapito 
Aquino is a PDSP leader. One of Mr Aquino's aides said the party had received 
word that Miss Bhutto was banned by her government from making the Philippine 
visit. Opposition sources in Pakistan said this week that Miss Bhutto was to 
fly to Manila Friday. [Text] [Hong Kong AFP in English 0916 GMT 6 Mar 87 HK] 
/12913 
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